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PREFACE 


AVING been employed by Government in the work of 
repairing the ruins of Gaur and Pandua, 1 thought 
of publishing a book which would contain within a 
narrow’ compass all the desirable information on the subject 
of these ruins, and would he useful alike to the arclueologist, 
to distinguished visitors to these places, and U> the public at 
large. In what is now offered to the public, 1 claim little 
originality; but being a resident of the district in which these 
ruins are, and having lieen on the spot on duty for many years, 
I have had peculiar facilities for collecting information aliout 
them, nol only from the books and Government publications 
on the subject, but also from the local people with whom I have 
been familiar from childhood, and who have gladly supplied 
me with information which might have been difficult of access 
to others. 

My chief object in compiling this book is to show, within 
as brief a space as possible, the history and the principal 
features of the ruins ns they now stand, so as to afford to 
visitors an easy means of getting at llie facts concerning them. 


The first draft of the hook was composed about the time of 
the visit to Maldah, in February 1902, of Ilis Excellency Lord 
Curzon, the Governor-General of India, to whom, while 
visiting the ruins of Gaur and Lamina, a hastily prepared 
type-written copy of the compilation was presented. His 
Excellency perused it on the spot with considerable interest. 
Thus encouraged, I revised the copy, and having made a few 
additions and alterations it was published in booklet form in 
1912. It has since been further revised and expanded with 
the addition of illustrations, and is now being published 
through the kindness of the Local Government in a form which 
I trust will suit all the requirements of the public. 
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It contains four chapters. The first is introductory; the 
second gives a brief account of the Kings of Gaur and 
Fandua, including facts and events of an interesting natine 
which occurred in their reigns; while the subject of the Hiuns 
proper, as well as other places of interest, is dealt with in the 

last two chapters. 

My warmest thanks are due to the authors whose works 
have been consulted and freely quoted in this compilation, 
especially the Archeological Survey Itoport, Volume XV, of 
Major-General Cunningham, and the Gaurer luhas of my old 
friend, the late Babu Rajani Kanta Chakravarti, Pandit of 
the Maldah Ziila School. 

My heartfelt thanks are also due to the late l>r, D, B. 
Spooner, of the Archaeological Department, for his going 
through the manuscript copy of the book and correcting 
details on the spot while visiting the ancient monuments at 
Gaur and Fandua in November lfllfi. 

In the Appendices will he found a Bibliography of Gaur 
ami Fandua, and Chronological Tables giving the names of the 
Kings of Delhi and Bengal. 

M. ‘A am k AtT Khan. 

(Yvsufzai). 


As use z a had- Maldah : 
The 25th October 192S . 


INTRODUCTION 


1 ST writing ft Foreword for this chronicle of Gaur and Pandua as 
illustrated by the surviving buildings and inscriptions of tb«*c atatwhiLv 
capitals of Bengal, it menu desirable in the first pkceto ofler a *ne 

narration of the somewhat checkered history of the.>k. The author a ho 

th en « ministerial officer of the Public Works Ikpartmont^v^ as 
long agQ ;ls 19)*, a reward of fe. HD from ** looal Government for «nling 
iTJSi of ,ft win. for mri Cor™ who. U* Vtoroy of Uh. 

M&ldah In 1902 i n ctmnwtion w ith h w- awsbenMs fo r thi> pn-t* rvn i »■ m < * K fc 1K u n 
monuments of India ; and Government also mrtttt* to print * 
edition »l the compilation. In the absence of proper sourer .if rtft ren«, the 
ZUVof revision nrdu to have been a difficult one for the author and 
though aviated by helpful criticisms from membom of the Areh»olnjpad 
IWrtment. it was not until 192-1 that the book, greatly cnlaitf&n tae, 
with manv ill,.at rations, was finally submitted for approval. 

After such a lapse of time, even the original correspondence hgd Wn 
destroyed and before any final decision about the book m its m vised form could 
be arrived at, information was received by Government tlmt ^author had 
died cm November 14th, 1926. Further discussions ensued as to the need for 
Si, revision: and finally, at the ml of 1SK, 1 w» runted to make 
any additional suggestions for the improvement of the ttunwcnpl and to see 
the Ifonk through the Press. 

1 utilised the opportunity of another visit to illldah early m lW9 to cheek 
the authors statements aa far as possible <* *»: but exannnfttum o the 
typed manuscript showed that mud, further revision of Uw l»ok was new** 
jL particularly in the direction of checking the correctness of he author s 
J2dS references, and in removing unnecessary repetition*. he w ork m m 

bus since then undergone at leant three revisions, twice m tyi^n V t and once 
in galley preof, and moat of the resulting Hook is m consequent* t«JT 
different Lm the form in which it was submitted to "K 

The section on Pandua, as well as the last chapter of (he book, has had 
to be re-modelled ami oapandcd-ln both M Hccause W 

coma to light since the author’s death, and because ,t Mxl ^ 

to treat the subject in a more detailed fashion than the Uto Khan 
S5fcib hod. done. ConsidombLe efajwgEUJ HmI ftbo to nm e m _ 

to, am*«. - it «. *•»<-«• •» *r»*v, Z ?»Z 

cither the author's conclusions regarding the location of Aadm an - 
which be identified with Gau, Hri), or hk 
L-rtmlrd Bengal history atiout 1415 A.D. which b-d to the estobkdmi.ut 

rr^ort*i«.b, .iu». - ifc»c«i of« Ui,,<iu 

the House of Mj5 Kaos, The original framework of jj 
however Ijcoh preserved intact, as, short of comp,< 1 ‘ ' 1 1 

M-Um. ... nU, n,,v SMS. ft tw pjp. q»_.y.y gg 
supplied by the author has Nam considerably enlarged and another 

TWKW KbU^pW •>. ft-**- «.w. —J 

1,« J„ w. rc.vi.iiM. «d »i» "»* "«r«i "«»ft '»» l "* h ”“‘ 
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form Vs 13 be found to be a thoroughly trustworthy historical and topo¬ 
graphical guide. 

IL An Autobiography was found m an appendix in the author’s final draft 
and in view of the untimely death of the Khan Sahib the fid lowing extract 
may suitably be included in this introduction 

il f was born in 1872 A.D. in the village of Arhidangu, a place about I© miles 
north-west of the headquarters of the district of MiJd&fi. and am the non of 
the late Haji Turdb Kb an of Arhkianga. He was the first Muhammadan of 
the district who educated hk sons in English. In my boyhood I was educated 
in the Vernacular languages In the village school and afterward* acquired 
English education in theJQtlu School at AliiJ h kilt mid in tile Calcutta Madrasah, 
My training in the Engineering fine m obtained in the Bilnir School of 
Engineering lit Bnnkipur and in the Sibptir College. I then served for & 
yeans a* a manager of the Indian Muhammadan Trading .Company At Hankipur, 

+s I entered the P, \V. 1), in 1S ( J0 and wo* put in charge of the special repairs 
to the old building* at G&ur and Puiidua, Since then 1 have been discharging 
these duties besides carrying out other Civil work* of the Department In 
recognition of my services, Government was pleaded to confer upon me the 
title of vKhan Suhil/ in the year 1017. 

“ I belong to the ancient family of the Path An rulers nf Ganr arid my ances¬ 
tors euiue with King Flrilz Shah from Delhi and settled at Gaur. When my 
forefathers were much harassed by the Governors of the Mughal Emperors 
and their number grew less and legs, they selected ft high land close to BMn 
Kot at Charkhi and Batna for their safe asylum ; hut m the ptaco became 
afterwards full of jungle and unhealthy, the family transferred their residence 
to the present village of Arhidangu. For the past 3tl year* my two brothers 
and l have bet'll settled at English Bazar, and my eldest brother, Khan Sahib 
Abdul Ascii Khun, iix., ha* served as Chairman of tile English RSxar Muni¬ 
cipality for several years, We belong to the \ unuLZai branch of the Pa than 
tribe and Urdu is spoken in our family and neighbourhood, Our eon versa- 
tinn is very similar to that, current in Delhi. Certain rites in uttr marriage 
ceremonies arc the same as those that used to be observed in the Royal family 
at Delhi. 

44 In addition to my work on the Ruins of Gaur and Pandua, the followIng 
books have been written by me for the use of Muhammadan youths, and these 
have large &ak® in the market. The books marked l p 3and 4 have all been 
approved by the Text Book Committee of Bihar and Orissa, and there is a 
large demand lor the Piuyer book for Muslims, 1 in foreign countries, v\z rr 
Trinidad, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Hongkong and Ceylon :— 

1. Preycr book for Muslims (in English and Arabic). 

2. OuMwi-LHifid (a song book in Urdu and FemanJ* 

3. An Urdu Primer* 

4. A Bengali Primer.” 

TIT. A furl her point to w hich it seems desirable to allude in an introduction 
to an historical work of this character, is the topographical problem presented 
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I>v the two ancient capitals of Gaur and lamina. Since the author a death, 
the use of aeroplane photographs lias resulted in the discovery that, at sonic 
very early fttage of its history t the town of Pitndiia was not less in urea than 
even Gaur itself, os lines of fortification—5 raik& along each face—are clearly 
visible in the photographs, with a large inner citadel immediately to the houth- 
eaat of the Adina Mosque. A3! tlie larger tanks within the fortification run 
north end south : so It is probable not only that the local tradition of Pandua 
being an extremely ancient city Is perfectly correct but also that it was from 
the loot of this former Hindu capital that the materials for building Gaur and 
the Muhammadan buildings in stone at Pan dim itself were obtained. It is 
too early yet to discuss the implications of the discovery of such a vast Hindu 
capital: hut, a* will now lx- indicated, the main topographical problem of the 
reasons for the establishment of the two cities of Panduu and Gaur is cssen- 
thilly one arising from the changes in the course of the Ganges, anil certain 
other rivers that stilt exist in Lhis part of Bengal. 

From the annexed maps it will Ik* seen that four rivers have to be cunso 
dated in this connection, three coming from the west and one from the north, 
Hus* 1 ore—U) thi? ftangz* : (2) the KSUitdn, on which Englb-h fhV/Sr now 
stands, with the former site of Gaur a few miles tci the southwest : (3) the 
Bh&fituth*) now a mere rivulet running along the western face of Gaur ; and 
(4) the MfihdmnM which now joins the KalindrI 4 miles north of English 
Ifciir, with the town of Old IfUdali at the junction, and Pandua Smiles still 
farther to the north. 

There can be little doubt that both the present Kafindri anti BhagirMhl 
represent former beds of the Ganges, the fLratnaiiwd when the Ganges flowed 
to the north and east of the present site of Gaur, and the Bhagiruthi a later 
bed, wheel the Ganges began to change itM course to one further west and 
south. In still earlier times the Ganges probably flowed even further north* 
and—as the name XIumlighaG a villages miles to the Booth-west of the Adina 
Mosque, may indicate—the aiuuent city of Pandua was situated on its northern 
bank. From Paziduu. the Ganges then seems to have flowed across the 
southern portion of this present RijshftM Division t along what is now the 
southern bed of the Atrui River, direct to Dacca and Suvarnagriim 
(Suuargatm). keeping the old red alluvium of Northern and Eastern 
Bengal m its northern bunk. The Mnk&nwidS then, as now* flowed along 
the western face of Panduu ; so that this city was situated at the junction of 
the two rivers, and served not only as an enfcrepdt for other Hindu 
settlements to the north and north-east, but also m a military base for 
the control of the territory north of the Ganges, Owing probably to floods* 
in Northern Bengal bringing down the Mahanandii a quantity of silt, the 
original bid of the Ganges became clicked up, with the result that the 
Ganges first moved Bout h into more or less the present bed of the KalindrL 
the course of the Muhanand! being correspondingly lengthened and Pandua 
left icuuc mi lea away from the Ganges. Still later* thin was followed 
by a movement further west and south of the course of the Ganges, which 
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resulted in the formation of the present site of Gaur os a char (island) of the 
Ganges, with the Ganges in the present bed of the Bhag&athl, washing 
the western edge of the char. From the former name of Lakhmuti, via., 
RfimavatT, the last named event must have been prior to the time of Rnnia 
FRla. i.e,, UOO A.l>. ; but the discovery in 1SU3 by the late Mr, VI C. 
Batavvai’i, CJ 9 ., Magistrate of Miihlah. of a copper-plate grant of hnd 
dating from the Ii2nd year of the Buddhist King Uhartna Pub («rm 
S4HI A.D,), which was found in KhalimpBr —< Uitvi Kh<>li 1 Alampur— a 
village: lying fi miles east of the citadel of Muhammadan Gaur, on 

the opposite side of tho great Ghatia Bhatia marsh, indicates that 

settlement on the char itejian at least 300 yeans before the time of 
Rama FRla. 1 Later— (Mjetibly in cariy Muhammadan times—the Ganges 
moved still further west to more or less its present course near Kajiimhal, 
and as the present narrow BhRgtrathJ now looks more like an artificial 
canal than a river, it may be conjectured l hut the Kings of thuir took 

steps, shortly after the last mentioned change in the course of the Ganges, 

to maintain the connection between the Kalindri to the north and the Ganges 
to the south, by excavating a canal for the purpose of convenient water 
transport from the western side of Gaur, 

The changes in the main water cow**- particularly that of the Ganges— 
must in any ease have been most detrimental to the health of the inhabitants 
of the area involved, and, as the Khin Slhib points out in his Isx.k, they fully 
account for the constant changes of capital that are ho marked a feature of 
the entire period of Muslim rule in Bengal. 

IV ! have, in conclusion, to express my best thanks to ShamBid-Ulema 
Gr Hid ay at Husain, Print iptd of the Calcutta Madresah.for mm h assistance 
in the revision of both the manuscript and proofs : to Maulvi MaqbQl Ahmad 
of the Arabic Department. Presidency College, for Invoking up many refer¬ 
ences : to Mr. M. 0. Carter, i.c.s.. Settlement Officer, Mfildah, for answering 
numerous queries and, in particular, plotting the perimeter walls of t’unduu on 
the mmaa map : and to Mr N. K Bhatteeili. Curator, Dacca Museum, not 
onlv for criticising the Jirsi proof, but also for lending some blocks of coins as 
illustrations, from his ‘Coins and Chronology of the Early Independent Sultans 
of Bengal’ To Messrs. Johnstone and Hoffmann, Government is indebted for 
permission tit reproduce a aelectiuii of their photographs of Gaur and Pandua ; 
and thanks arc also due to the authorities of the Calcutta Historical Society 
for permission to utiliac blocks that previously served to illustrate some 
note* on Malduh. Gaur and Pandua by the Rev. VV, K, Kirmingcr in Bengal : 
Past and Present (VoJ. VIII—l»L4—pp. 121.125). The time maps, plan of 
the Adtna Mosque, and reproduction of inscriptions arc the careful work of 
the Survey of India, 


WRITERS’ fftnDDtNOS, CALCUTTA 

Nmember loth, 1930. 


FT, E. Stapleton, 


i-^ y <,/ ihn Atialic ,SrMHljl of V<jl. LXI1I GaWb jjpj J j 1 " 

orinirml pint.- in now in the Muwtun o( tiw Varwidrs JU.flCTirt.li Society, Itajefajihl. 
CoHlUviw reproduction* oi both udw oi the piato ore given in ilr, BaLovynl ■ paper. 
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CHAPTER 1. 


Brief history of the two Cities— Gnur and Pandua. 


The Conquest of Bengal by MmAiJMAD.i-B aeottyIb Khajjt. 

ffi K UB, under the naJUfla of Mmavertf nud Lakshmanfiveti, was probably 
[ 14 one „f the royal capitals of the Pal and Sen Kings, hut it* recorded 
history dw* not begin until tin- Muhammadan conquest of Western 
and Northern Bengal (RSrh and Vurendm) by Muhammadd-Bukhtiiyar 
Kl.alfl the nontenant of Qottnuldln Aibak of Delhi, in the year SOB of the 
Hijra, com^tpondiDg with 1202 A.D. Rw Lahehman Sen (better known as 
Lakhan Ken) who had renamed Geur Ukahmamvnti alter his own name, was 
then King of Bengal, and Muhammad-i-Bakhtsyir, advancing rapidly by the 
south-easterly mad from Bihar, surprised him in hfa capital of Nadia on the 
Bhigtrathl river (now represented by Nabadwip, a little to the west o 
Krishnagar). Lakhan Sen escaped, first possibly to bin other capital at 
UkshmanfivutL and then to Kunargilon in Eastern Bengal where hui 
tlescendante eontmued to rule for another century. Muhaunad-i-BiiMitiyir 
followed him an fat a* Lekhanunivatl, which was then established as 
the ehief seat of Muhammadan power in Bengal and is henceforward 
known by a shortened form of the old name, viz., Ukhnnuti. Few 
traces of Sen rule in Gaur and Northern Bengal can now he found, but 
the name of Lakhan Sen’s father BUM Ken probably still survives m the 
name Balia! Bart or Baghbirf, which is applied to tin fortified area at the 
northern extremity of Gam [vide Plate IS). 

Tjikhan Sen is said to have teen a King of considerable power in the 
earlier part of his reign. His territory were invaded by the Uusalmans 
wiien he wn* SO years of age. He had three sons, Madhal. Son, keshuli 
Sen and Biswarup Son, by two wives named Bamidwl and Ballava LH‘% i 
Balayudha Mtera was hm Minister* 


Soothsayers of Baja Lakhan Skn. 

The Tahaadf-i-ff&iid 1 s»y* tbftt ji tl,imW ,>f ^fologere and counsellors 
printed themselves before the Rajii, whom the author calls Ha. Lakhman.uh, 
and represented to l.im, that in the books of thdr ancient sys it had been 
foretold that the country would fall into the hands of the Toorks (Musa[mansj, 
and that when Hint should come to pass, the reigning Baja could do no better 
than eorkHcnt to hbi rtubjeetH, us well an himstU , liming dfiewLerc, so iLft t wy 


■Raverly^a Trima,, VoL l, pp. ^56-S7J r 
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might escape from the molestation of the Mh-thehas (unclean ones). Th® 
Raja aaked the astrologers whether any token had been given in the undent 
l»ouks with regard to the identity of the loader of the Muslim troops T so that 
he might not be mistaken. The soothsayer* replied that the inde ntion of 
this leader would U 1 that, when he stood upright and Leri his hands hang by his 
sides, his tingers would reach beyond the point of }m kni-i-.johtts to his calve?. 
On receiving this answer, Lakhtin Sen deputed trustworthy persons to make 
investigations, who found til Mu hummad-i-Rakhtiy ar the peculiarity men¬ 
tioned. and informed the Bij& accordingly. 


Mpnammad-pBakhtiyah^ easy vostqmsvs ! of Bengal. 

Their report produced a great commotion among the Brahmins and wise 
men, chiefs anti Ion Is of the country, who are said to have retired hastily into 
tile province of Sunkanlt (possibly Northern Bengal), the cities and towns of 
Bang (Eastern Bengal) p and towards Kutunld (Kururup, he*, Assam); hut Rai 
Laklmianiah was not then willing to abandon hts kingdom. The following 
year after that, Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar prepared a force and p marching from 
Bihar, suddenly appeared before the city of Nad in. He had advanced m fast 
that no more than IS horsemen could keep up with him, the other troops 
following far behind. He entered the city unopposed and T as has already 
been stated, captured it in the year 1202 ATX The Tabaqdt states that Rai 
Lakhmaniah wag then sitting in hLs inner apartment with his food set before 
him on gold and silver plates, when the sudden onrush of Miihamniftdd-Bakh- 
tiyar struck terror into his heart and the Raja ran out barefooted and tied. 1 
His treasures, harem, slaves, servants and elephants all fell into the raider’s 
hands. Miihammad-i^Baklitiyilr then caused the KJinibak to be read, and 
coins struck Ln the name of Quthuddln Alb&k, hb? immediate superior at Delhi. 
After the conquest of Bengal, Muhamniadd-Bakhtiyar established mosques, 
colleges and reat-housca for dervishes in that province and made Lakhmuii 
the seat of his government. In 1205 A D. he led an expedition into Tibet 
which was not successful In this expedition he suffered much, and, after 
losing many of his soldier* and high officers, ultimately got hack to Devkot, 
his northern military outpost near Ctongaiimpffr (IS miles south of Dinajpur). 
On arrival at Devkot he fell ill and shut himself up and no mom rode out into 
the streets, for whenever he dkl so, widows and orphans of the soldiers and 
"officers who had fallen in this unlucky expedition, used to cum- and abuse 
him. He died at Devkot after riding m Governor of Bengal for throe yearn* 
Some say that l AU-i-Mardan assassinated him. 


1 Tlm-fr i* an intoratui|<’ drawing by Mr. tturrndm Xath \ kuii'illl of Catotlttfi which 
ifluitmUw tin memonibl* flight of Rija j^ikhari Sen. It phewa tto vem-mbfc monarch 
hardly ftbfe lo walk* wHurtng only b «ingfe sfu»i lioJf covering M* body, and irmiing 
an A fttir’k, wttf ftlliaji down kin ] mi hire Ktairw to embark m a boat which wrtfi rmdy at tl» 
foot of tbr ntairt-n.^- to icurtiYu 3dm. The bow of tho boat ia shaped liken peacock^ Jrc-ad. 
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MEUQms OF G\vn AND 1MNDUA* 

Subsetvknt history of Bengal, 

From the time of MLihuniniiidd-Bakhtiyur KhaljT (1202-05) down to that 
of Qfldar KMii (1335 38) formed a dependency of the throne of Delhi* 

but after the death of Qadar EMn in 1338 Bengal wile ruled by its own Kings 
who were quite indc|Hiridctit of the Kings of Delhi. 


BENGAL ISPEPKNUEST. 

Within the 14 years following 1338 Hujl llyHs brought the whole country 
under his rule and made Punr Inn— the ancient Hindu city 2U miles north - 
oast of Laklmauti—the capital of Muslim Bengal. It was after this 
change of the scat of I iovorument that he made his stand against the 
powerful invasion of Flrffc Kiuib of Delhi in 1354 at KkdilLa n u great earthen 
fort surrounded hy marshes a pus* i hie site of which may be the present 
village of Murdia, about N miles Up-Stream from the junction of the 
Kalindri w r ith the Mulutnandi (ridfe Uttar p. 23). 

Sikumlar Shah I, t In- son of Ilyas Shah, also made Fandna his seat of Gov¬ 
ernment which remained with his family till about 1410 when RSjii Kins 
(or Ganesh} net up a short succession of puppet kings beginning with Sdfuddih 
Hamza h Shah, in whose name he ruled. Tint R&j&’s sou JaJaluddfn Muham¬ 
mad {alio* Jnduji who had embraced hhlni, lirat came to the throne of Bengal 
in 1415 AJ5-j and held his court at Pamhiu, where hit* tomb—the Rk3akh! 
Mausoleum—still forms one of the most picturesque objects of this deserted 
place. 


Changes of the Capital. 

From Midrnmiuad■ i- Baklitjyar Khatji to Qudar Khan the Viceroys retained 
their capital at Lakhmmtf (Cuiir), but when the King?* of Bengal established 
their iudepCturfcnftC they made FTruzfibad (Panriuu} the seat of Government. 

" The causes of tfnV transfer are nowhere stated; hut it was obviously 
connected with the changes in the river courses, making Lukhrumtl unhealthy 
and uninhabitable, Thu various civil war*, with repeated plunderings of the 
city, might have hastened the transfer." 1 

The return of the capital from FlmK&bfid to Gnur was probably effected in 
the reign of Mali mud l (1442-59), This transfer was again largely due to 
physical changes in the locality. ‘After much fluctuation, the Ganges seems 
to Imvc found a comparatively stable ooune on the west of the city* and it« 
Hoods probably rum d the level of the city on its custom part By high em¬ 
bankments on the vmt and west, it became now practicable to make the city 


i Fid* Hutitnolfcin rhakfttvarti 1 * 11 on ftour" ete. {Journal and Ptoppdfnf* of Ck 

A&taik Svckly e/ Btnpd, Vo I, V T —Il*)U—. Xci. 7. pp. 8Q4-fci-D- 
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habitable ; and the- deep stream flowing cm tlie wisst must have greatly facd- 
litatcd trade. Oti the other baud, the river rpcnlprl from Pimtlim umt made it 
Jess accessible and more unhealthy. A change In the dynasty also facilitated 
the removal/" 1 

■HidaLm&n Kararani sabseqiiently removcNl the capital fmni Griiir to Tfimhi 
(still further to the south-west} hi 15(55, This removal wsm similarly caused 
by changes in the course of the fringes, the difficulty of toiiununicotion. and 
the imhi-uhhiiLF^s of Gaur from its malarious su rmu tidings. 

Mirr/im Khan, Khfit(-t-Khsitmr \. the first Viceroy of At bar, retranshm^l 
the neat of Government from Taniift to Gaiur in 1575, but the rains of that year 
caused an. epidemic from which numberless people died arid the Viceroy 
himself fell a victim, Hie sent of Government was then hurriedly taken 
back to Tfmdn, 

In 1505 Baja Alan Singh removed the -nil of Government Ironi Tfiiida to 
1i&|mahal on the other side of the Ganges. Fluctuations in the river course 
Weir again probably the main cause of the transfer. After the removal of 
the capital. Tlrula dwindled away, and was ultimately destroyrd by the floods 
of 1B26- When Islam Khan wa> the Sfihadar of Bengal the scat of Govern¬ 
ment was transferred to Dacca about 1612. The main reasons for this removal 
was to deal with a fresh Afghan rebellion under 'Usman, ns well as to cheek 
incursions by the Arakanese. During the Viceroys I ty of Prince Shah Shuja\ 
Rljnmhal k-emne again the c apital of Bengal. 

In 1600, Sllr Jiunla. the first Governor of AuraiagzTh, ago in transferred the 
capita] to Dacca. 

In 1704 \luivhid (jiill Khan for the last time removed the capital from 
Dacca to Murshidatwl. and this place remained the seat of Moslem rule till 
the battle of PUssey/ After 1757, C alcutta finally Itaeame the capital of 
Bengal. Au well as —until 1012—the capital of India, 


3 AL rhnkruvftrti parish 

U m*y Ik- noted that iUrrardlflg lo Cunningham (rj-p. cr'r, pp_ IL &.nd US) t] M - nnnv 
UtuiF M probably thrived frtun triir t the rOtnim.ii. Beogoli wont Fur rautoMUfl or raw 
Hikgurr ttvrti now, Hugnr-eanc w extensively grown throughout the area of tho 
lormer pj'ovarL ,,, ‘ of fretur (or \ arendru, 4i# it wa-n id-a* r-tdltfdh Aral e’urmiriphiiiii stiggi‘ k1 i 
H ie diy might linvo boon iho mart wh.ru all the .-ui^tr of f9ii- northern dfctrifU - 
i'Olli- tori Tor exinrtolbn, Sioulerfy tlji- name of tb' parg&rm Atidatnhara, in which 
Tanda Wn* *itUAtcd t wa* prebahly derived from ihu name of a well-known varied y of 

A still rarlW ■■4|iil4d ef Ihe pryvirLW (AW.1—tHHI A.Dd Wft-i PAijndnt Vurridbaim, 
tin’ pU*Hit MidiAsIhan on the riwr Kuratuyu, 7 mite* mirth of this IHihIf'ttji town of 
Bogtti, l/LLnnintfhimi Mmniriera dial the wont /’ciuhctat in derived from Puatfra, the 
iiftini' of the pnEo-yellow HOgnr-cane ; while be »0IU1«C^ tho iuvtitc of the wcitohi goto 
of hlahmihmu Tamra Dmie&mk, with the ntdl or ooppor-hwl {kmm ta) Hugar-utmc. 
Ho further augment a lhai tin- Tnmunio, * poop lo placed by Ptohmy (writing about 
15D AJJ.l to ihu ea^L of Ihu head of the CiftOgutlu del In, wore tho inhabit auk* of Ynrmdrti 
anrl that their capital, Tegmn Metropolis wtm M tih4rthin - TT K, S, 





CHAPTER 11. 


A short account of this more important Viceroys and Kind's of 
Giuir and Pandum 

A fteh, the death of M 11 Emm kit Aji i - i - Hn kh t iya r KludjL ‘IzntiddEU Muhammad 
d -Shiran |12U3 -OS), Alfd-Mnrtlin (I20 &41) and Ghij^ addin‘Iwa* 
(121 l-2b) successively ruled els Vis'eroys of LakJiuautf. i diiya-uil- 
ftTn built ii furt ut BisjmKot (now Mtireha Bishnupilr on the KMindii Hirer) 
arid competed the con* truet ion of M u ham mad - [ - Bnkhtiyiir a road from Lakh- 
naur (identified by Canningkam with RankjoL Iti uiita* south of RAjinahal) 
to Devkot (tid. LakhnuutL 1 He adorned the dty of Gaur by building several 
edifk*-* there, 3 Hr nh-n compelled thr King* of Kamrup, MitI iIIjl fold Orissa 
to pay tribute to (hr court of Gaur. 

Xajshli ;vmx Maiimlti Shah (l22fk2Ub and ijk> eucc 

Gliiyitaudd! i woe defeated mid killed by Niudruddln Alidniuid, wfoiul am 
of Sultan Diminish' King of IMlii. XA-iruddin after a reign of three years 
died 3 mud wa>; succeeded by Malik "AKudditi Jan! (1221+), Snifuddln [J221F33] 
and IsEiuddtn Tughril (1233 44) successively, Oaring the Viceroy ally of 
1 I E/.uddtu Dm- Hindu King of Orissa blockaded the city of Gaur p but was 
driven back with the help of a force sent by the fnnsmi* Queen of Delhi, 
Riziya Begato. Forty year* later t in the reign of Sultan Ralban of JMhi, 
Einother Tughril (who styled himself MtighlsuddTn) assumed the eovonignty 
of Gaur in defiance of the supreme jiowcr of Delhi. Upon t]ii^, Sultan 
Ghivaauddin Bid ban invaded Bengal in person, killed Tughril, and 
bestowed the kingdom of La&hnauU on his son, Eughrs Khan. who k 
better known in history a* Sultan XtViruddTn, He ruled in L&khnmuti 
for 9 yeans (12S3 B1). His son MiiissudtHh Kaiqobatl mended the throne 
of IMhi after the death of Sultan Balkan, while the father remained content 
with the Governorship of Bengal After Bughrm Khan come, in succession, 
his two isons. Rnknuddln (1291-1301) and Shamanddln Firua Shah 
(13014322). and four grands* JalaJuddfn .Mahmud (1307?). Shihabiiddin 
(l:jJ7-I8) K Giliyfisudrtlit (1310-23 and 1325-28) and XisirudtUn [132-1 -21’.), 


3 A i>Hrl of M.U I’cwid i.H gtiJl to be wn to III* went of English Hrt/.Ar (ffw/t FI. ! l>. This 
road, or ratlrtr embankment*. to sijiti® fStmit obviated Uh* diffloalty of ruffliniKiP'alion 
in thp rf&in^ wlhrik nJl tho Muirtcy lay HubtnMgod under water. 

’Mlfthij i Siml nuther ■ >: riw? visited LakhnautE in <31J A.IF 11243 

and noted [Ilf material tmprGVCltfrFits effected by Uhiyfiipialilhi. 

■TJw body of NSsiniddln, who died si Gaur* wa* »ni in Delhi wlm'rt) it wad buried 

\hm luib-K to t>H’ witil of tin* guiti Mmnr. Tbi* tomb u known tlicte nd t\w dttifw of 
Suttfn niMlri, NCjJiroddin is referral to in t)iv injscriFason iw M MuUk Muluk u*h*&Jwr H mi 
I'Jiiniz of KingftOf I lie E&st 1 ), 
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of whom all bah the la^t wore practically independent mid min tod coins in 
their own names. JuMlLiddln and (ihiviumdillii were permitted to strike coins 
by their father Shanasiiddln Firiiz Shah dining his life time, so may be 
regurd«i t>» joint rofera. After the accession of Sultan Muhammad Tughlaq 
to the throne of Delhi Governors were also appointed ill Bengal, one of 
whom was Qndar Khan (1325-38). 

Owing to the tyranny and Cruelty of Sultiin Muhammad Tughlaq and the 
frequent outbreaks of famine, the Delhi Empire had become too weak to hold 
firmly out tying Provinces. Malik Fakhniddln, one of the Amir* of Qadr.r 
kilim, proclaimed his independence at Suiiargann (in Eastern Bengal)—pro- 
haMy in 1338—under the title of Fakhrnddin Mub&rafe Shah; and shortly after 
words 'All Mubarak, another Amir, killed Qndar Khan and became for a short 
time King of Lakluiauti under the title of Alauddln Abul Muzalfar 'Alf Shah. 
He in turn was slain by one Ilyas, who thereafter ruled over Northern and 
Western Bengal under the title of Shamsuddfc Ilyas Shah. Sultan Fakh- 
ruddiu contained to reign at Snnfegion till 1349 when he died and was sut . 
cwl d by im son tthtiyfcruddfa Ghtol Shah : but two or three years later, in 

, " t ,e latt r U> havr l, rn conquered by Bins Shall, who thus at bust 

“cams King of the whole of Bengal 



r is- l.- Coins or Inmv aroddIn" GhAzJ Sham 
(Left 7S3 A H. ; Biftht 750 A H. : both of Sunlfgionl. 

Hi-gwilinj! II,™. riv,,l King,. the ha, 

“It K »i,l that Mali -.All Mubarak, who, « Kins. ~ etyM SaltSa '.Alt. 
; ;;v; 0f MaUk r-^quentlv Flruz 

i S. ^ Delhi] and Malik FWz ™ . brother s son of Sudan Ghiykauddln 
Jughhiq Shah, and a paternal cousin of Sidtfa Muhammad Shall, who in the 

NWaTtr r" J,a ' ik R,fU officer Burial 
' H . imc ; *** f'^ter-brother of All Mubfitak, did some, 

thing toM and Bid from Delhi. Malik Firiiz asked AJi Mubarak what 
had become of Hf.ji ll yRs . 'AIT MubiUuk went in search of him : and when hr 
found no tmoe < )f him, he told Malik Firiiz that Haji Hjfc had run away 
b.ruz scolded Ium and told him to leave his presence, 'All Mubarak t}! n 

vTr 0,1 hfe * ** ‘ and »W the r! 

Makhdun, Jala ludd in Tabriri,.who said to Mm, I will give thee the b'Jl 

of Bengal, but thou wilt have to build me n shrine/ ‘Alf Mubarak mrt the 
huger of accept.inec on h» eye, and anted where it was to hr built TK , 

»p M . „ - Ma At. psco * j 
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(me over the other, and below them a fresh rose of one hundred petals/ When 
* Ali Mubtotk arrive(1 in bug'll entered the service of Qadur Khan [the 
Imperial Governor of LukhnEiutTj, anil ultimately received th e command 
tbitehhr&n) of the ^uy. But when Fakhruddln reF0 IW against Qadat 
Kfuin. and. after killing hw m^ter, proclaimed himself King, l AiI Mubarak 
ulso proclaimed himself King, under the title of Suits n AMuddfn. He then 
made war upon Fakhrudcftn, and avenged (the murder of) his muster. Posting 
a garrison in Lahhiiiniti, AhiinMln marched to subjugate other parts of Bengal ; 
bu! from the t ime he introduced the ZfAulAaA.andstruck coins in his own name 
he became intoxicated with Injury and success and thus forgot the instruction 
irf the .sjiint. One night .Mlaluddln appeared to him and &oiii r * 0 

NAlfiuddin, thou art now King of Bengal, but thou hast forgotten mv won].’ 
Hie King next day searched for the bricks, nnd found them just as the saint 
had described. There he built a shrine, traces of which still exist to this dav. 
Now about this time 11aji Ilyas also arrived in Pandas. S 11 M 11 Ailudiiin 
put him into prison for sonic time ; but, at last, at the request of his mother 
who bad bn nSL iltSn ‘Aiauddlxi’e footer mother, lie set him at liberty, ami 
giving him a pout, allowed him to come to court, Hajf Hyfia in a short'time 
found means to gain over the army, killed Aland.iin with the help of the cu. 
rniehs and proclaimed himself King under the name of Sliamsuddfn HJiaugra.” 1 


ShakauddIk Ilyas Shah (1339-58). 


After the year 1352, when Dyfc Shah heeume King of the whole of Bernal, 
the country attained great prosperity. He extended his kingdom further 
west as far as the territory of Benares. This led the Emperor Firths Shah Ii 1 


'TIiih name m incorrect, hhangra bring only a nfoknoirw tq indicate his addiction to 
{,jtU " UJ) ' U ^' fU “ WSnAl " ,k - Shanwudduniyil wa-d- 

din Alml MuMfTitr IIvAh Shftk 

Till' IKTCOUIU of the ftigi ii is valuable, in showing Hip preview relation tif ‘AtAuddln 
bb—Mln and FJn* Shah, but probably d«* not give the eutire store. Th, Lflth 
Pbrnten Ms., wlueh obtained by Huohtmnn Hamilton fron. IMndua Mate* 
«.t the rerem, to which AUtoldh. had to leave Delhi was the. hi. l,«., rL ™ t ,,„ r Hfi jl 
IIvmM,,^,,™, of Firms women, Flrii* «nt ‘AleuJdl.. to the Governor of 
f K f " ,1 * d M| (I " 1Lj - A “'* t Kbln^-t A^anm-I Jtulk, Mohammed bin T^hbrn’* 
(.oven,or of Nation) nnd cn the w*y he mcl Shaikh Jal.il Tab** who prophesied that 
he won .I be Kmg nod requested that AlSudilm would then Wow « *»»». .... 
ton. On AW,™* .n Bengal, Al.iuddin [in onto presumably to invent «m»lf from 
tei ” K k - W ' d or prj.nwlrert) nt o„ry killed the Governor end ], rtv W seize.I the 

soVDiipignty styled Inmself \fuU.tr, r , [This ofHt* lie is >uud to have held fur the ]m . 
|H*thiib!r ] hutch | of 20 yoam.] 

ShoJ ' J «'« * “id *° >.«™ then ^L tn l 
_ ^ kt\l ALautldlo. alter which tihniruiiiJcLin fu^iiniKil tillo of Kirin nnd 

“Tj , " Ml “ f h “ G»v*n™*« I’Ktoua. There Shemsuddln built » vr™r Jw 
W he nude war ou Ibrahim, the Governor of Hi),an This, end Other .uni (ere.. n.^ d 

1 “ 5,J K ™* S,lfl}l l*«™t Kmjwror of Delhi i„ 1351) to invaile Benenl aa is 

iwreated suhseqiwntly.—H. B, 8. s > “ u 
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of Delhi to deckn war Against lum. The Emperor reached Bengal in 1354 
and Ilyas having abandoned the city of Pandua tcKik rctuge in the fort of 
Ekdrdu. Tn a battle that followed the son of IJyad Shall vva$ captured by 
the Emperor,. and* according to Shamed Siraj Afif, the death roll of Bengal 
soldiers amounted to one hundred and eighty thousand. I he weeping 
wives of the soldiery says the historian, appeared on the ramparts of Ekd&la 
with their veils removed, at which the Emperor relented mid ordered hosti¬ 
lities to cease. While the siege of Ekrlala was going on n Foqvt named Baja 
BTvabani, who wn* greatly revered by Ilyas Shah, died, llyia T on hearing of 
the death of the Faqtf, came out of the besieged fort in the garh of a mendi¬ 
cant, and after performing the funeral ceremonies of the Faq}r y actually inter- 
viewed the Emperor in his camp, and then returned to Ekdula. 1 lie Emperor 
afterwards came to learn of all this and is said to have been greatly pleased 
at the boldness of Ilyas. The war closed with a peace, by which Ilyas Shah 
was made to pay tribute to the Emperor, who ordered the release of tfyls 
Shah's son and the other captives. 



Fi*/. 2 .— CoiSS Or KhaylhilujIn I LYaSi Sli.yU, 


Dfavrrae. — (A-'AdU Shnnunidditniya trrttltiiii Atwt Mwsajfnr 
liyftM ■ tihnh 

Rcww- — ^Jkmdtar iJiA-z/ntHi Fatnlti vl-KhE&Jht Ndsir A mtrul* 

JliSmOtiw 

>!snrin of RavaiW? t*F riiilitliaml ™in NMn^ikti a* 

!)i Hazrui Jnldl tiutify pffnttf *G*v*k thakifh xm khutnxin hvj 
r mi’tdin (Mint /fafiffivaw , Vmr TMAJf\h 

From the dates given by the author of the Tahaqat-i-Akb<tri it appears that 
Fmia Shah, took about five months to reach EkdaLa from Delhi ami that, after 
stopping in Bengal for about two months, he took three and a half months 
more in going back to Delhi. 

As regards the identification of the site of the strong fort at Ekchlln t)ie 
following statement# are useful :— 

Ziyauddln Baranl states that it was near Pandua* The author of the Riyuz 
on the other hand apparently thinks that it was close to Gaur, and states that 
Husain Shall Inter made it his favourite residence in prefersnee to l«>th Gaur 
and Pandua. Shams-hHiraj 'Afif refers to the J islands of Ekclitla,’ Hie site 
of Ekdfila might be definitely settled by tinding the tomb of Mokhdum Shaikh 
Raja Sly a bant, for it was probably near Ekdila, seeing that Hnjl Ilyas 
came out of the fort in disguise? and attended the funeral while he was besieged 
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!>v Flriiz Shu!i. As the aitnation of Blyabnnfs tomb has now been identified 
at BulbAri, about four miles east of the Adjna Mcwqutv it may fairly be said 
that the fork EkdALa must have been dene to Paulina : and the most probable 
nite tteenm to the writer to lie the ofd fort of Bkaii-Kot or K&llpab&r-garbf 
at Murchei. which was I mi It by GhiyusudilTTS Iwaz, and is eight luiks went of 
Pandua, The deacriptioos of the fort of Ekdlla given by the old historians 
are also exactly applicable to the present site i viz,, the place is still surround¬ 
ed by an earthen rampart and the central portion is just like an iflknd. It has 
a big jhtl on the north side extending a long distance from east to west and 
it was formerly protected by the dense jungle of Ekhanna on the west wlr. 
It was alao connected with the river Kalindri to the south by a water¬ 
course. According to Firinhta, the place was about seven kos from the flanges 
which is still more or less the case. It is said that Firuz Shah encamped 
on the plain of Chaudimr on the east side of Murcha T where certain 
mounds still exist indicating the emplacements of his guns, 1 
The myn-ni-Svlmn &ays that after the struggle with Flrftz Shah Sultan 
Shamatuldln sent envoys to the court of Delhi on several occasions. 1 he 
last waa in 15$ A H, (1357 Ail) — evidently early in the year — when he pent 
Malik Tajuddin with many presents and gifts. In return Sultan Firuz Shah 
sent tram D Uii Arab ami Turkish horsey together with other valuable pre* 
sente. Before h however, they could arrive Sultan Shunts uddln had died in 
Bengal The appearance of coins of bis Bon Sikundar Shah in the ftame year 
Confirms thia conclusion. 

Sheas par Rhah 1 (1358-901 

Sikandsr Shah is said to have been four cubits (six Sect] in height according 
to the measure of his own arm, from which he is commonly known u.s KikaiuUr- 
i riiowhatta. Film Shah again invaded Bengal in the year after Sikandar 

i|f rtrf- that ^lLirclm>Ekdii|jt ho correct, it ttnpUefl that Hyiw Himh, 

as retiring, fu/{ 4 W 4 d t<t occupy u position that would cover both liaur untl PanduA* 
It alwexpkuH why PatiduA vaa ncu pltmdond. Tb* ■■Jiict objection is shat she e^otth? 
EfcdJihL rira* not seem to be still applied to WriV [ilaco m the vicinity of Munch*. Moreover* 
nx the M*. from Farid um Irom which the amonl of BcsiHlil history given by Hqrhunma 
Hu mil ton and FfAftckhn in derived, (states that Ityfies Shush retired l-$ GtwnVjhdL I aui rneni 
i fii ■ | ^int■ 4 1 to urtm- with Wratmaeot i (J. ,V. K. It., 1^74, pp. 24 4 -245) thal IvkdiMa U r 3 1 ». ■ 
j*|*M of that name in the UlnuipUr district, 15 mites wait of Ohorighit and 23 suLk* 
north of Pandufc. Part Of fchu rito iA Still ealkd Qa»tnih (aitedd) ; and I hive recent¬ 
ly cwflfimd it .i situ not only \Ve*tmacott * «Uggc*dion that thitt ^itv is really the EJehUu 
of hUftory (which, according So Mic ItiyuZ. Hu-ain HIipiIi ituwle hia favourite nuclei we amt 
from which he went every year on fool to PandtiB, to visit the shrine of Nor Qutb), hut 
filso Buchanan Hamilton's statement that HMfrdfi- Slush had another n^idenro At a 
plueo—ntsll called Chbot* Parurt imr Kti^unj. 18 mitea further from thta EkdAIn to 
the north, 

Hu I ban in ft local name for the yi1Ieh*o Bftllhirh hul, m pointed out to me by 
Mr, M. Carter, Settle meat Qtfo&t, Mild all, tlie tfraVo in qiu^tu>a is at the vilhlfl* 

Of Almibipur, inunedutfety to tlie north + TliO nlnfc k called by tin villoRDis HftXTOt 
lily ill wlnf, sir l Spkni l^f". — H+ E. 
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fthahV accession but has Iwmght off by a present of -til elephants and other 
gifts, and thereafter thr* reign of Sikandar Shall was one of (to ut |* apv and 
pms[N>rity ( He sjwnt many years of his reign in building the ArtTna ifoaque. 
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GhiyaspodiK A zam Shah {1390-1410>. 

Ghiyastiddin was in revolt against liLs father Sikandar Shah in Eastern 
Bengal for some years before he came to the throne. He ultimately 
marched against his father and attacked him with a large army at 
Goal pa Hi [possibly the village three miles te the south-west of the Adlna 
.Mosque) where Sikutidar Shah was killed about the year 1300, 1 


AlTBCIiOTEtfil OF GhWA&VTHUS. 

Ghiyiwiiddm was a good ruler and adhered strictly te the injunctions of the 
Qur'an. In proof of this the following anecdotes nre related of him in the 
Uiytizu-n-SuLiiin. One day, while the King was amusing himself in the prac* 
tiec of archery, one of his arrow* by chance wounded n lioy, the son of a widow. 
The woman immediately repaired to the tribunal of the Qfcl (Judge) Sirajud- 
dm, and demanded justice. Tin* Judge was perplexed mid said to himself. 
If [ summon the King to my Court, | shall run tin- risk of Fa*iug disobeyed, 
and if I pass over his transgression, I shall be one day summoned Indore the 
Court of Allah te answer for my neglect of duty." After much reflection he 
ordered a peon logo and summon the King to answer tin- complaint 0 f the 
woman. The peon, finding access te the King impossible, ascended the minaret 
of the mosque adjoining the palace, and at an improper hour called the pe ople 


“Fid* in/nt r p. 140* and nolo* 
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to prayers. The King, hearing his voice, ordered some of his guards to bring 
before him the man who thus made a mockery of religion. 

When the peon was brought into the Royal presence, he briefly related the 
circumstances, and concluded by summoning Hia Majesty to the QhscTs tri- 
biimd. Tlif King instantly obeyed, and the Judge, without paying him any 
mark of respect, said to him in a tone of authority, “ You have wounded the 
son of this poor widow, and you must therefore immediately make her adequate 
compensation, or suffer the sentence of the Law." The King bowed, and 
turning to the woman gave her such a sum of money its satisfied her : after 
which he said, " Worthy Judge, the complainant has forgiven me,” The Qa*! 
aslred the woman if this was a fact, ami if she was satisfied. The woman said, 
" Yes, I am satisfied,” The Qfizi then came dow n from his tribunal, and made 
his obeisance to the King, who, drawing a sword from beneath his garment, 
said, *' Qiizi, in obedience to your commands as the ex {to under of the Sac ns] 
Law, 1 came instantly to your tribunal; but if I had found that you deviated 
in the smallest degree from its ordinances, I swear that with this sword I would 
have taken off your head. 1 return thanks to Allah that matters have thus 
happily terminated, and that 1 have in my dominions n Judge who ucknow. 
ledges no authority superior to the Law." The Judge taking up a scourge said, 
“ 1 also by Almighty Allah that if you had not complied with the in¬ 

junctions of the Law, this scourge would have made yotir buck red and black ; 
it has been a day of trial for us both,” and be added “ A calamity has come but 
it has ended well.' 1 The King was greatly pleased and handsomely rewarded 
the upright Judge. 

Ghiyasuddln was of a gay and convivial disposition, but once, when in 
Eastern Bengal, having for some time suffered from a severe illness, he 
despaired of his life and directed that when he was dead three of his favourite 
concubines, whose nature were Sarv (Cypress), Ovl (Row) and LTtlwh (Tulip), 
should wash hi» laxly. The King soon afterwards recovered, but the other 
women of the harem, being envious of the favourites, conferred on them 
the opprobrious title of “ Ghseafiiab ” [Washers of the Head). In con¬ 
sequence of this the favourites complained to the King, who, after thinking 
for some time, uttered the fallowing extempore hemistich ** SSqi IladU-i- 
Htmi a (ltd it Jydah Mirtamd ” (Chip hearer [ this is the story of 
the Sant (Cypress), the Gul (Rose) and the Lalah (Tulip)], Rut incite 
of several attempts, he could not finish the verse, oor could any of 
the poets of liis Court, to his satisfaction. Ho therefore wrote out the 
hemistich and sent it, accompanied with a valuable present, by the hands 
of a special messenger, to the celebrated poet HMz of Shiraz, in JWa, 
in the year 13S8. The messenger ™ also authorised to offer the poet any 
terms that might induce him to name and reside at the Court of iJcngid. 
It is said that ms soon os the messenger arrived iti Shiraz, the poet, without 
having I wen informed of any of the circumstances, but ns if by inspiration. 
Uttered tho second hemistich. *' In bahs ba Sattnl iyhtUHdla mirturad *'* 
(Tliis story relates to the three bathers). After this. Hafiz composed a Ohuzai, 
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still to be found in hi* Diimn , each verse of which terminates with the word 
mlmwad. The original Persian text of the OArisa J is given below : follower] by 
H. BicknelfH free translation of the firat three verses, the fifth, and the last 

verse of the poem — 

J j) )}*■ 

LijjA-i Jt - —J ills 0 

10 

«,ib Ji ^ UT)/* / * 

s 

aJFj j J —-3 ^ / 

lVJl 4 J . _ »*?: 

rfe .« ** i^r Ji; ^ 

10 

/*" j* 1 ^^3 ) 

j 

*31-»<J Ij ifi.fi Jilfl 

*'—S c/^y j* J 1 —if jf —f 

*JM ^oS jj 501—J *J(J p 

^ H^jr 1 ^ —* %**-?■ 

'fy—t* i — ^ <d)j* 

ijU,tr ^ j Jv*Ih^ U?y- 

•»&*• **•; ji Jr F j* ^;i r/ 1 3* 

jj®* ^Jl if" LJo iy^l j yi-* 

>)^« *j|—iaa,* j lj&* 

<i(|* ^Uai- Oj’* 3 

J 

dJj jl jJ * 


Saqi 3 The cypress, nose, and tulip our gay 
discourse inspires ■ 

With brimming cups that thrice arc emptied, 
the topic fails to tire. 

Drink wine ! our blooming bride, the meadow, 
shines forth in beauty's height; 

No need of the Da blah's practice while 
days like these delight. 
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How happy in their ^ r- poc. lt iii sj these 

Indian parrot* all, 

Who banquet on this Persian candy 
transmitted to Bengal. 

* * * * 

From the Shall a garden, rich with flowers, 
the breeze of apring time blow a, 

And wine within the tulip's chalice, 
from limpid dew drops flows. 

* # * * 

0 Hnhz for the love thou bearcat 
Sultan GhiyiisurtflTn r 

Break silence ; for complaining only 
can make thy lot serene. 

Though BMz probably desired to accept the invitation be feared the trouble 
of the long journey, anti finally declined the King s offer to reside at his court. 

Sultan Ghiyasud-dfn was a fed low student of Hazrnt Nur (Jut bill l Alam 
Ivid? later p. l(H.3J : they both studied Theology under a teacher called 
Haruidiiddoi- 


Successors of Gin vast mus. 

After Cduyasuddu/a death, a short period of Him In domination acanus to 
have begun, though Ghiyasuddln was actually succeeded by hi* Hun SaifuddJn 
Hamzah Shah. Saifuddln reigned for only a short time -possibly 14It-12. 
On the coins he m called Saifuddm Abu I Mujabid Hamzah Shah, son of A'zam 
Shah. The coins issued by him were struck at Flrfizabud (or E’anduah), 

After SalfuddliVr a certain Shammiddln alia* Shih&buddln Bayaiid Shah 
came to the throne —possibly (or two or three years (1412-14), In hlT Adi. 
(1414 A.D.) the coinage shows that 'Al&uddln Firuz Shah succeeded Ida father 
Shihabudilin, hut apparently he only survived for a short period perhaps 
less than one year (rrVfc the coins of Bayazid and Firuz Shah, illustrated by 
Xalini Kanta BhattasfllT in Ills '‘Goins and Chronology nf the Early Independ¬ 
ent Sultans of Bengal/’ Plates VT and VII). The lost three Kingn were 
probably only puppets of a certain Raja Kilns, or Gancah, who had obtained 
control of Bengal after the death of Ghiyaauddfn, He began to oppnvss the 
Muhammadans, and his wholesale murders and other sets of cruelty no 
strained the patience and forbearance of Haxmt N*lr Quthul 'Alain 
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who was the spiritual loader both of the late King and hist Mii*ftlm&n 
subjects, that th" a Saint invited Sultan Ibrahim ShurqT of Jaunpiir to 
invade the country. The latter with a powerful army reached Bongol 
a nd pnpam|efl at Mruzpfir (Old Mjikkhj, Rfijfi KfiTis. on hearing 
this news, was tenor stricken, and hastened to wait on the Saint 
CJiitbu] A lane Showing mibmissivracss and humility, and weeping, 
the Raja said, “ Pray draw the pen of forgivenpaa across the page of 
the ofionces of this sinner, and dissuade ttulthn Ibrahim from subjugating 
this country. The Saint replied, "In order to intercede on behalf of an 
oppressive miidi-h I cannot stand in the way of a Miisnhnan Sovereign, 
especially of one who has come at my request and desire/’ In despair, Raja 
Krins bowed lira head to the feet of the Saint, and said, " Whatever the Saint 
miy bid, 1 am willing to submit thereto.' 1 The Saint replied, “So long 
as thou dost not embrace Islam, 1 cannot intercede for thee." The 
Raja at first agreed to this condition, but later hi* wife r " casting that 
misguided man into the well of mLsgindnncr " r prevented his eon version to 
Ufa. At last Rajft Katis brought into the presence of the Saint his son 
named Jadu who was twelve years old, and said, " I have become old, and 
do*irt> to retire from the world. You may convert to Islam this son of mine, 
and then bestow on him the kingdom of Bengal." The Saint thereupon con¬ 
verted Jadu to Islam, and miming him Jalaluddrn, had the fact proclaimed 
in the city, and caused the- A"Aw ttwh of the kingdom nf Bengal to t>e recited in 
hi* name. Die ordinances of Muhammadan Jaw from that day wen* again 
put in force, and the saint QutbuL 'Alum went to meet Sultan Ibrahim. After 
making apologies, he begged Sultan Ibrahim to withdraw, whereupon the 
Sultan returned in great annoyance to JaunpBf. 

Raja KIibj, shortly after the Sultan of Jaunpur had left Bengal, displaced 
Sultan Julaluddm, and himself re.ascended the throne. According to the in¬ 
junctions of his creed, the Raja prepared several hirge gold figures of vows, ami 
having passed Jalfihiddin through their hollow interiors, he then distributed 
the gold of those cow figures among the Brahmins, thus in theory reconverting 
his son to Im own creed. As, however, JaliUuddiu had licon converted by the 
Siiint Qutbol ‘Alam, he did not abandon his faith in Islam, and the perauft- 
aions of the infidebt had no effect on his heart. His father Raja Kilns, on the 
other hand s ngain unfurling the standard of misbehaviour, attempted to des¬ 
troy and extirpate Muhammadans. At length Iris emissaries killed Shaikh 
An war P son of the Saint himself, and it is said that, on the very day and at the 
very moment when Anwar waa murdered at tfnmirgann. Raja Kins died* 
According to some accounts, his son Jal&Iuddin, who had heen put in prison, 
conspired with his fathers Hcrvant* p and slow him. 1 

The period from SIS A.H to 821 A.H. (141548 A D.) m very obscure, but 
possibly Raja Kans (or Ganeah) actually seized the throne under the title of 


1 Riyttetf-M-Snliillti r KInul UahiVlLir Abrli tnuuilatiDfi, pp. II6-J7 {Kji^hfiy 

su mninriwtl). 
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Dantija Marddanu Deva after the withdrawal of Sultan Ibrahim. CoLna of 
Danuja Marddana appeared from the Pamlua, Sundrgfioo and Chittagong mint* 
and are dated 13Cj.it and 1340 in the Saba era (820-21 A.H.), As he is followed 
ill 1340 Saba by another Hindu King called Mahcndra Deva who minted 
coins both at Pandun ntxl Chittagong it ha* Ix-en suggested that the earns of 
this King may be those of Katin' son Jtidu, before lie reverted to Muham¬ 
madanism. 1 It may Ik* noted in this connection that Stewart supposes that 
Jadu was the eldest son of Raja Kilns by a Muhammadan wife. Finn lit a 
calls Jadu by the name of Jalmall, and B loch m arm notes the existence of a 
village called Jatmallpur, a little east of JiTnajpur, its possibly embodying 
this name of Knits' non. The present name of the Kajshahi Ihvision may 
also allude to the fact that Kants was both a Rfijil and a Shah. 



Fi’t- i. —Oirs nr Dakdja Mauiujaxa Duv*. 


Obmm. 

Sri Sri Ikt 
-nuja Afardda 
- ri4_r Z%twp. 


»r Vhmdi 
f'hnmna l\i 
• rftytum* 



Tup- —£ktteVi\ fi r 
Kischt j 

llnEtcMn t Pvt i u 
Left: NfigunU. 


>Ko flirts arc nt present known by which this tl*ory cun be rUlicr proved or die- 
proved. All that is certain is that Mnlicin Ini's coins wen' not minted after 821 A H. and 
Hint from ihn nuiu year Jadu Woma la liavo teamuned the sovereignty of Bengal ns a 
Muhammadan end aitwia a track coins under I ho name uf JaUluddttL. Although tin? coins 
minted hy JaJUuddta in 821 A.11, arc similar in type to thus at Maliendm, this wmtjhitts 
m proof Of Hie identity of Mehcndni with JaiaJuddTn : w hite if (lie RafSt'* story of 
uddlnV and-Hindu lim k wwd, it is incredible ihst he could ever have‘rumen ltd 
to pone as a Hindu King, ft ureln* more probable ti nt Jlahttulra was a brother of Jsdu 
and succeeded Haiti Ksattn the throne for a short lime after hb father 1 * death, with 
Hie help of the load big Hindu Chink, 1 luwo dealt with the historical information that 
cati be gathered from n study of the coins of Ifjinujrt MarJtLmn and Mnhcnilni. {u the 
1930 Presidenrial address to thu Numismatic Society of Jinlia. H. E. <g. 
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JalaltdijIn Mni AM^AD Shah (1415-3L>. 


Jftdu Jaliiliiddm,, when he again became King, recalled the lea men! and lm|y 
men who had been dispersed on account of the cruelty mid oppressions of Ms 
father and showed them consideration and honour. He fa said to have re¬ 
venged himself on the Brahmins who hud shared the golden cows after his 
fallier's attempt to reconvert hLm n by making them eat beef, Arid to have been 
very zealous throughout his reign in the conversion of Hindus to Muham¬ 
mad ariism. During his reign the government acquire d great stability and 
power and the town of Fandua l>ceame extremely populous. Juhlhiddin 
fa said to have built several edifices both in Gaur and Fandua, and when 
he died in 1431 A.D.. he was buried in the famous KkhlhhT Mausoleum at 
Pandua. The lull title he used c?n his coins was rjalaluddiiiiiyii waddln 
A bill Muzaffur (or Mujiihid) Muhammad Shah u.s-Sultan. 


/’iff. 5.— COINS OF JalAlCDDIN McUAMUAI? Suail 

* + 

Heading of Xcl H. 




Ohvw. 


Ke^orMr. 


trti*£din Ah il/ Musa fit cr 
MtifiatYitHfid tihtih 
A «Sitttii n. 


Nasi? 

A wfrut-M urn luiit 
(itifi \ifh H. r fata tt\ 

u'ui-Atu&Htn'm. 


.\lnivin uf Hover*?— 

Tnp t Dar 

Lf ft: Sttnti/t lArt»i-7ri, 
Bottom s Mjiaf. 

Righl i Wa ihaitiiin mV a tin. 



1IKMWKS OF CrAiJR AND f-aNPUA. 


31 


Ahmad Shah (14:11-42). 

He whh succeeded by kta soil, Ahmad Shah T who waw a great tyrant and 
wantonly butchered men and women p so that the people became disaffected. 
At last Shadi Khan and NiLdr Khan, who were nobles of his court F assassinated 
him and the latter seized the throne. He waa howevensoon slain by his fellow 
conspirators. 


NasibuddIn MahmCp Shah (1442 59). 

After Xasir Khan w m killed, the nobler raised to the throne a descendant 
of Sul tin Shammiddtn Ilyas Shah, called Mahmud, who assumed the regnal 
title of Xnsiruddin.. He recalled those court Sens who had left the country 
during the reign of Ahmad Shah, and the reputation of his excellent qualities 
attracted people to his dominions from other territories. The Fort at Gaur 
and other buildings them were probably erected by him, and he enjoyed u 
lung and undisturbed reign, The very l\i%h standard of beauty in lapidary 
inscription* that Wls a&aiu rcacht k d in the* time of Mahmud Shnh, and 
of h[s successors during the next 25 years, may be seen from the reprr d ac¬ 
tions given in Flutes VI, IV and Ul- 

Bahhak Shah (1450-74). 

After N&iirtiddfnp his mm, Ruknmldih B&rbak Shah, ascended the thro e. 
He wa^ an excellent ruler. During his H ign, both his subjects and the army 
were in a happy ami prosperous condition. 

From Barbalc Shah « coins ami inscriptions, hi* full title appears to have 
been RiUcndddumysL waddin. Abfil Mufihid Barbuk Shah; His reign 
probably commented in A H. (1459 A.lb), but—us appearo from the 
inscription, published in the Journal of tht Artidlfa Xorirty of Bangui for IS70 
(p. 200}—before that he ruled art Governor of South-Western llenga] in 
860 A.H. (1455 A.D + ). The DTriujpur inscription (Journal of ih e Asiatic 
Society of Bi y n$&l r 1873>p» 272} proven that Barbak Shah undoubtedly reigned 
as King ill Bengal from the beginning of S05 A.H* (1460 AJX), 

Yusuf Shah (1474-Hi). 

Biirhak was succeeded by his son Yusuf Shah. This Sultan is said to 
have been a sovereign of mild temper, a benefactor of his people, just, 
banted and religious* Ho wan fond of putting up particularly hrge iiiKcrtp- 
tiuns in m Deques, e*g., thoHc given later on pugo 77 (and Pbiic III), and 
page 110. From these it will be seen that his full name was Shameudduniyi 
wuddln Abul Muzuffar Yusuf Shah ; ami he appears to have reigned from 
*7!) to \m AM. (1474-Si A.DJ. 
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Fate JSijah (I481-8G). 


Sultan F&th Shah, ft son of NUdruddfn, may be said to have been the 
next King of Bengal, a* owing to the feet that Yusuf Shell's sun, Slkandar, 
had a touch of lunacy, he was only allowed to reign lor half a day. Fath 
Shah was banted nud^dse, and rukd in accordance witli the principles of 
hi* pmleeetwory, 1 It in stated that lie was killed by Birbak, a eunuch- 
slave h who seized the throne under the title of Sultan Sbahx&da Rarbak, 
though no coins minted by this man arc known. Barbuk tilled the court 
with low class people, and after a reign of nearly eight months was put to 
death by *i negro General cal led Malik Audi!, who then occupied the throne 
under the title of Saifuddui Fmlz Shah. 


SAfnrpoiN Fiiurst Shah 

Under the just and beneficent rule ol Fmis Shah hiB aubjecta enjoyed a 
happy life- He Was beloved for hm generosity by the common people and 
soldiery ; none of the Afghan or Turkish chiefs dared to rebel Against- him. 


Aw&iak of Firuz Rhfih. 

The following anecdote illustrates lit* liberality r On somapubLo occasion 
the King having ordered a lakh of rupees to be distributed to the poor, the 
ministers thought he was being too generous, owing to cither his lack of know* 
knlge of the value of money, or of the amount he had ordered to be paid, They, 
therefore, piled up the money in a heap in the hope that he would notice it 
ami be surprised at the quantity of the silver coins. When the King entered 
the apartment and saw’ the heap of money he Jinked w hy it was put there ; and 
on being told it was the sum be had that morning ordered to be given to the 
poor, he said : ls Is this all l It is too little ; add another lakh." The mink- 
tern were astonished at his prodigality, but were obliged to conform to his 
wishes. A mosque was constructed at Gaur in Finis Shah a reign, and ano¬ 
ther mosque inscription, bearing In* name, has been found at the Katrn at 
Old Miihkh {rid*- Ravenshflw's Gaur, Plate 41}, No, 8), He reigned nearly 
three yearsj and died ft natural death in A H. (A.D 1480J. 


'From reiits iljmI inscriptions /wtwi/ of Ht A*iatk Society nj Bengal^ iS73, 
PP- “tvI hi.-H full relink] titlfr is seen t-i have been JalaluddlUliyft wudriln Abul Muzaffor 
Fnth Slmk Some of Iim £ uirui Were Hlrmi-k ikt FuUiabtid {Ftrfdptlr town) in SSO ftpui 
Bft2 A H- f l48l acid I4^(i A.lt), and on* in lino Indian Miiniuin cabinet, ilaied SSf-jA.R., 
hsvttliu Mint iiEimo EuhusamicliMd, whirli may indicate that FatU $holi T B capital was 
silu ilciJ *t this iiurlhern emit of Ehn Stigar Diyhl — ride noth I, p. infra. Ala inflerjp. 
lion in which liEs learning is culogiacd wftt be found on p. K7 (iKit#), with a rppmdufl- 
tiun in l’Jiitc IV, — -fL H. S P 
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Nasieuddin Mahmud Shah II (1489-90) P 

Sultan Mahm ud Shah, the eldeet son of Flrilz Shah, waa placed on the throne 
after Ilia father's* death, hut after a nominal reign of one year he was assassinated 
by another negro called Hid I Bodr who usurped the throne under the title of 
Muzaffar Shah* 


Sbahsitodin Mueafpah Shah (1490-93). 

MumfFar Shah is said to have been a very cruel king. He put to death all 
men who were diosat Lulled with him. At lost Saiyid Husain. 1 who w?i n his 
Wazir (Minister), in conjunction with the other ArnTra revolted, and after 
killing Muza flu r in battle, assumed the sovereigrsty under the name of 
K AlaiiddTn Husain Shah. The inscription lounging to a Jfnni* Mosque 
which may have Ikk-h the one recorded by the author of the Riyaz as 
haring been built by Muzuffar Shah at Gaur will ho found printed (with 
a slightly incorrect translation) in the Proceeding# of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal for December t 1890 jp. t!42). The slab is now lying in the 
garden of the District Magistrate at Maldah. Several other beautiful 
inscriptions bearing the name of this King are oho known (c.g M infra* 
P- 114). 

Hi s a ix &IAU (140B-1S3EQ. 

Husain Shah was King of Bengal from 1498 A.D. to 151D A.l). He belonged 
to a very high and respectable family, and was unequalled in learning and 
persona I qualities During his reign, Bengal was in a highly Bourishlng 
and prospermia condition, ansi innumerable MusalmaiLH of all orders jxmnd 
into it from other provinces of India ami elaewht tv. He is said to have 
endowed the shrine of the Saint Nur Quthul ‘Alam at Paudua with the 
revenue of many villages. In the reign <4 Husain Shah, many rich men 
inhabited Gaur, and the use of gold and silver dishes pn festive occasions 
was common. The art of architecture was brought to a high degree of 
perfection in hLs time. During the reign of this King, people lived in perfect 
peace and cultivated the aria and literature. Thus his Bengali Ministers, 
Hup and Sauat&xtj wrote several Sanskrit books. Husain Shah built a gate 
of the Fort, and many other edlflce-a in Gaur. He destroyed the Kamatapur 
kingikun (the prmmt Kuril Bihar) and invaded Orj.^a r He made m\ attempt 
to conquer Bihar, but was opposed by Sikundnr Lodi and had to enter into a 
treaty with that monarch. He was a just king and built jiumoroua mosques 
and madrfi*tjh# r 


^FirLJitu i nit* him -SiLiyi.il Skurif Vlnkki, but tm the coioa jullI in£Criptkm£ his mi mo 
WUmrMimiya wmiilEifi AhuJ Mimffar HusiHnSbah, &nn of SAiyid Arthraf silHii-iinb 
Kllffbft an eciiri.H, ami iiwriptlOtti U culled Shajit Makkl (ride /ijurrmf vf the ArfattC 
JSockiy wf Itcrvjul, 1073. pp. 2U2-ait). 


3 
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Biflh-plnrr of lluifflin Shah. 

Thefts art- several stories m to the birth-place of Husain Sliab. According to 
some, be was bom at Mecca, while others give the town of Tirnife (in 
riirkistATi) m his birth-place. His father wub ftaiykl Animal u|-HdBiiiiil h and 
his brother was nara^l \ usuf 8hah. After coming to Bengal, HiiHidn’s 
father took up bin residence at Chandpur in the Jangipur subdivision (now 
in the MLirahkhibud district^ Tt was here that Husain and hbn brother 
Wefe educated by the QazT of the phut 1 , who, on learning of Husain's noble 
descent, gave him life daughter in marriage and procured him sendee under 
Muzuffur Shah with whom the (Jail had eonairtr ruble influence, In a short 
time Husain row to the portion of Prime Minister ; and ultimately* after 
Muzaffar Shah s death, he became Lord of Bengal. 


tWhtwters of Hus ft hi Shah. 

The Prime Minister of Husain Shah was Purftndar Khan, a Kayvniha hy 
caste (his original name being Goptnath Bose). Two brother. Sank tan 
and Hup, were his other Ministers, the former being given the title Jinblr 
Klnis, and the latter being styled Shakir Malik, Nest to Purandar Kh&n, 
these two Brahmin* held the principal posts in the adminbtration of the 
kingdom. Both of them were very intelligent and extremely learned, and 
Husain Shuh became all the more attached to them as Ida l ingdtiiu grew in 
prosperity under the advice of these able councillor* P 

The two brothers were well read in Sanskrit and Persian, and had 
their maidens at MmkdT. a village in the southern part of (Jaur, At 
that time, EimkatEwas inhabited by many respectable people, A large 
tank called Rup-Sigar, dug by Rup r is still to he sec si there, to the 
north of which is another tank, called Smnltan-Sagar, which w ay cxeavuted by 
Smiatan, 


Visit of Chaitartya to Gaur. 

Chaitanya, the great religious reformer of Bengal, arrived at f.?atir in the 
ninnfh of ■ hfh (June) on his way to Britain bun—probably towards the end of 
Husain Shuli s reign—and stayed for a few days at Ramkeli, Jt, the 
Chaitantja-jnangal of Jayun&ndS, Riimkcli is tailed KriahaaMl. At 
Rittnkdi, liup ami Saiintun paid a visit to Cbrutanya and hud a talk with 
hitn, Chuitinya'a visit to RlmkelT is stilt commemorated by a grand fair 
which k annimlly held there in the month of June. After Cbwtanya’a 
departure from Gaur, Hup and Sanatnn grew tired of worldly Affaire and 
linaliy NanStwi submitted his resignation to the King, who angrily ordered his 
imprisonment in the .State Jail. Ssnutan is said to have effected his 
tiaeape from prison by bribing the jailor while Husain Shah was engaged on 
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an invasion of Orissn. The jailor's nnnif is given as .Shaikh Habljoo, a resident 
of Path pur. The site of Hahtmo'ss house, now a total min, may bp seen in the 
village. According to the Vkampak Knlika a bribe of one faith of rupees was 
paid to the jailor. The ( 'haitanya C/iaritiimrittf puts the sum at some thou- 
sends. Rftp and Sanftfcm spent the last years of their lives at Brtndaban 
where they attained, as tfatinjuSaw, oven greater reputation and honour than 
they previously had as Mint stern. 


Xa shat Shah f 151B-32). 

(n the reign of Sultan Xasrat Shah, soil and successor of Husain Shah, the 
Mughal King Bihar, after putting to death Sultan Ibrahim Lodi, seated himself 
on the throne of Delhi and brought most of the provinces of Hindustan under 
hissway. Many of the chiefs and nobles of I>elhi fled and sought the protection 
of Xas rat. Shah. Even Sultiln Mahmud, brother of the late Emperor, Hed to 
fkuigal and obtained the grant of jHirgntum and villages for bis maintenance 
rn a maimer befitting his rank and position, and his sister, who had also taken 
refuge in Qanr, was wedded to the .Sultan of Bengal. Has rat Shah 
erected the ludlding of the Qathpn Rami and the great Golden Mosque at Gaur. 
The tomb of the Saint Maklidmn Akh.i Siiijuddln was also repaired by him. 
It ijj said that Xasrut Shah was killed while asleep bv a servant. 


Fmfz Swab If (1532), 

Film Shah succeeded Ids fatlicr Xasrat Shah. According to the /tiplz. he 
reigned for three years, hut his coins and inscriptions are all dated A.H, 030 
'A.t>. 1532} only. We nlay thus infer that he reigned for one year or even less, 
Stewart, who based his History of Bengal on u manuscript of the /fpyd;, men* 
rioti- “ three months.” Flrim was killed by his tincle Mahjnfid Shah who then 
ascended the throne. 


GniVASursDls Mahmud Shah (1532-38), and Shhh Shah (1337-45). 

Mahmud Shah, the brother of NasratShah, having killed his nephew, seized 
the throne, but after a few years was deposed hy Slier Shah of Bihar, Mnhmud 
Shah took shelter with the son of Balkar, H uniay tin, who invaded and took 
posaessbii of Gaur in 1538 : hut as Mahmud, who had been wounded, died at 
Colgong before reaching Gaur, HumSyiin became loo I of Bengal. The Mughal 
King stayed jn Gaur for three months and changed its ominous name—Gaur 
means 'a grave' in Persian—to JanaaUbftd (‘the City of Famdfee’). In the 
meantime Sher Shall, who had gone to Bihar, [immged to prevent Hu may un 
from reluming to Delhi. He met Kum&yun at the junction of the Ganges 
and the Kiimm-imsji (near Bn Aar), and detained him there for about three 
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months. A treaty was at last concluded between Sher Shall and Hunmyfin 
with ii condition that if Slier Shall was acknowledged as independent monarch 
of Be ngal, Humayim w ould be allowed to go to Delhi nnmolested. Sher Shah, 
however, then treacherously attacked the force of Hunmyun at night, and 
defeated him there, Humayitn escaped death by swimming across the river, 
and ultimately reached Agra with only & few followers. 


Batik of Kami uj. 

T 

Sher Shah coming hack to Bengal, collected an anny of 50,000 But bans anil 
others, and a battle was fought at Kanatij in 1540, Humiiyun. being defeated, 
fled to Persia, ami Sher Shah beeame Emperor of Delhi as well as King of Bengal. 
He divided Bengal proper into several parts and placed each division under 
a local chief. He fixed one-fourth of the gross produce as the rent of the land, 
and made a road from Sun&rgnon to the river Indus which was planted with 
trees nm |>oth r*idcH of the road, and was well provided with wells and sarala 
at convenient distances, Sher Shah died in 1545. 


Mi iiammao Khan ( 1552 - 54 ). 

After the de&lh of Slier Shah, his sum Islam Shall, deputed Muhammad 
Khan Stir to he Governor of Bengal: but after IslamV death in I A52» 4 Adit Shah 
usurped the throne of Delhi by killing Islam's son. At this time. Muhammad 
Khan declared himself as independe nt monarch of Bciigid under the title Sham- 
siiddm Muhammad Ghttal Shah and also annexed Jaunpur. 1than two 
years later, however, he was killed by a Hindu named Hiruoe, the General of 

Adil Shah. 


Chiyasuddin BahadurShah II (1554-60), 

Muhammad Shah was succeeded by his son, Bahadur Shah, who, in the year 
1557, avenged his fathers death by killing Add Shall in the battle of Monghyr 
with the assistance of Sulaimtin Kaniram, Governor of South Bihar. Ho 
reigned over Bengal for six years. In the year previous to 'Adil Shah's 
death the Mugholfl had regained the throne of Delhi from the SMa by the 
battle of Pinip&t* fought on November 5th, laofi. 

JalAlymun Muhammad Shah (1500-63}* 

After Bah&dnr Shah, his brother Julfdmfdm came to the throne and reigned 
in the city of Gaur for three years. On hi^ death great confusion ensued in 
Bengal : but finally Taj Khfm Kara rani was sent by his brother Solaimto* 
and having killed a usurper called Ghiyasuddm, Ts| Khun ruled Bengal 
on behalf of hiu brother for a short time. 
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Sflaimak Khan KararanT (1^14-72), 

After the death of Taj Khmvhls brother Siilairnan Khan Karanlm established 
hinekif as practically independent ruler of Bengal and Mouth Bihar, lie 
conquered the country of Orissa and alao subjugated part of Kuch Bill fir. He 
removed the capital from Gaur to TSiwJa, Sulauxtlri aent some presents to 
the court of Akb&r and professed great friendship with him. For these 
reasons he was left Eindiaturlied in enjoyment of his kingdom. 


BawazId (1573), 

When Sulaimftn died in 1572 Ilia son Myaxld ascended the throne, Butin 
the same year the Path tin Sardiirskilled Bayaztd and placed D&’iid Khln 
(brother of Buyazid) on the throne. 


DJGud KhIn (1072-76). 

ItiiTid Khan, who was the last of the Afghan dynasty, refused to pay homage 
to the Delhi Emperor. This led Akbar to send Mun'imKMn KMnd'Khuii&nin 
1574 A.D. with a largo army to Bengal. MuiPimKMn after a desperate battle 
was victorious, and LhVfid Khan fled. MunTin did not like Tanda and order*, it 
his soldier* and the inhabitants to remove to Gan r when 1 he foil a victim to 
the plague which devastated Gaurfn the following year. Djl’ud Khan a l onee 
marched against Tanda utid reoccapied it, as well as the fori Teliagarhi on the 
Ganges. Khan J ah fin was t hen sent to Bengal by the Emperor Akbar as 
Governor, A decisive battle was fought at Bajmah a I in 1576 A.D. in which 
Dn + ud Khiin was defeated and captured, and then put to death. It is said 
that his head was sent to Akhar ami Ills body was displayed on the gibbet at 
Tanda, 


Du'ud P ,i Mother, 

The deceased King's mother, with all her depciwlents, made an appeal to 
the Governor for protection and safety, and ashed to be permitted to appear 
personally before him when on tour in the neighbourhood of Tanda, In spite 
of her remarks, M You, being the servant of a King whilst I am the mother of 
a King, respect is due to me and not to you," Khun Julian took pity on her„ 
bo that Da'ud's mother with all her adherents and many others were saved 
from death. After some further trouble with the remnant of the Afghans and 
their former Brahmin General, Kilitp&hlr* Bengal and Bihar, under the 
administration of Khan Jahan (whose real name was Husain Quit Khan) t 
became subject, to the regular government of Akbar* 
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KhaN-1'A‘2am (1882), Shahhaz Kuan (1884). am* Rau Mas Singh 

(1589), 

After Husain Qull Klian, KliSn-i-A'zam. Shahb&z Kh&n And Raja Min Singh 
successively became Governors of Bengal, under the Delhi Emperor, Raja 
Man Singh wj» the brother*] is-law of the Emperor Jahangir. He mrajiicml 
Jagannath and removed the capital of Jteng.nl to Rajinaba]. where he built 
several edifices, the mins of which exist to the present day 1 . He married 
tlje lister of tho Ritja of Kucfi BiMr. 


QutbuddIn (1006), JiKANoin QllI Khan (1607). and Islam Kilan 

(1807-13}. 

* 

After Man Singh, QiitbiiddTn, Jahangir Qull Kh&n and Isl&n Khfin became, 
in quick succession. Governors of Bengal. In 1«2 the Portuguese of Chitta- 
gong bi-ing harassed by the Arakanese (Mug*) -had established a fort on 
the island of Sandlp but were soon turned out hy Raja Uftn Singh. They 
recovered Sandlp, however, in 1699, under Goustalcz, and by their acts of piracy 
greatly oppressed the people of the Cange tic delta. Owing to the threatening 
attitude of both the Amkauese and the Portuguese, who had now combined 
together, as well ns trouble from a remnant of the Afghans in Eastern 
Bengal Under ‘Usman, Islam Khan removed the capital from Riljmahri] to 
Dawa possibly in [012. Gonzales, with the help of the Raja of Arakan 
attacked Bengal in 101U, hut Tshlrn KhSn defeated them. The Afghans were 
also finally defeated it. 1612. and Usman was killed. Tslfim K|,r,n again 
attacked the Hughsflaocetefully in 1613, but died shortly afterwards. 


Qaslu Kuan (1613-18). and IbraMh Khan (1918-22). 

After the death of [slam Khan, his brother Qiaim KhFin become the Gov¬ 
ernor Of Bengal. In his time the Mughs tooted the south-eastern portion of 
U -ngjil. Qttsim KhSti proving incompetent was superseded in the govern - 
omhip by Ibrahim Khan, brother of the celebrated Kur Jttlifin Bcgam. In 
the tune of lbifhlm, trade was in a flourishing condition. In the court of 
Agra, the silk fabrics of MiUdah and the fine muslins of Dacca had already 
aequ.red gnat reputation on account of their good quality, and the English 
opened a factory at Patna. Ibrihlm Khan was killed at Ruimabal, Held in. 

’ Iflhj5n - wil ° tad rebelled against his father, the Emperor 


1 According lo SI, Clinkrevnrtj (qp. dt. p. 232K the i.,™ , 

ruins) and the si*-,™™! bn-V D f Hadaf **ribi to the tin* „f Man Singh. “ 
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Muhammad Shvja 1 (16!M£6£), with a two years’ interregnum 1649-51). 

After Ibrahim Khfin, seven Governors successively occupied the throne of 
Bengal, till Sb&hzfida rh titan Muhammad Slmja 1 , son of Shall Julian, became 
Subadir of Bengal in 1639 A.D. Hu transferred the capital from Daws to 
Rajmnlial. In Ins time, the British merchants were in n prosperous condition. 
One Dr, Broughton, having cured a daughter of Shah Julian, secured for the 
English the license of trading freely in Bengal. The Doctor also cured a 
female of the inner apartment of Shuja' who granted him permission to build 
factories at Hughly ami Baieswar. Shujfi- was defeated hy his brother, 
AurangyIl>, at Allahabad in 1650 and Heel to Tanda. Mir Jumfat, the famous 
general of Aurangzib, drove Shuja* from Bengal, whereupon he took shelter 
with the Baja of Araknn, But the erne I Amkun Baja ini prisoner! Shuja' 
and finally threw him into the river. The wife of ShnjiV and his two daughters 
committed suicide ; a third daughter was forcibly married to the Arakan 
Raja hut did not long survive her disgrace. 


MIR JvttLA (1650-63). 

Mir Jumla. who then became Subadir of Bengal, re-transferred the seat of 
Government to Dacca. In I lie Conquered Kneli Bihar, and in the next 
year annexed Assam, He died in 1663 A.D, at KHiyrpfir, now a part of the 
m<idem town of Narayanganj on the LnkhyA River, 10 miles from Dacca. 


Silayista Khan (1U63). 

After the death of Mir Jnmla, Shavista Khan, the nephew of Xiir Julian, 
i- ' amc Subadar of Bengal for many years. In h» tune rice, it is said, ,1,1 
at the rate of eight maunds per rupee. Shayista Khan resided in the Lfd Bagh 
Fort at Dacca where the curiously constructed tomb of hjs favourite 
daughter Peri BibT is still to be seen (tide Cunningham. Repent m> I3n l 
and PI. XXXIV). 


IrkaiiIm Khan II (1689). and Mi hsiitd Qii.T Khan (I7(H-2oJ. 

Ibrahim Kliiin II succeeded Shayista Khan ns Governor of Bengal in 1089 
A.D. but was quickly succeeded by six other Govern ore. until, in 1704, 
Mutthtd Quit Khan assumed the reins of government. H« removed the 
capital from Dacca to Murshidabad. and (jeauttfied the city (which lu* had 
named after himself) with many line buddings. 
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SmTJA<unr>lN (1725), 

In 1725 A.I>. BhujS'uddin Muhammad Khan beo&m« Governor ami assumed 
Almost absolute power. After Shuja-uddrn, Sarfaful Khun (1733b 'AKvurdl 
Khan (1740) and Sirijuddaula (1706) Iiocame Nawwabe of Bengal in succession* 
Finally by the battle of Plassey* fought in the year 1757, the suzerainty of 
Bengal was transferred to the English. 


Former Economic Condition, 

Concerning the general prosperity of Bengal in former timee, the great 
traveller I bn Batuta* who visited Bengal in 1345, relates how he heard from 
one Mali a in mail Ai-Mnsmudl Maghrabl* a merchant of Delhi, that when the 
merchant with his wife and servants resided in Bengal, eight dirhams — the 
equivalent to one rupee — were sufficient for his outlay on paddy for the entire 
year, m 50 rails (one rail equals H seem} of rice could lie had for a dirham ; 
while eight fow ls or In pigeons sold for a dirham, and the price of a sheep was 
only two dirhams. Ihn Batuta saw' 30 cubite of finely woven cotton doth 
aotd for two dinars. One gold dinar was equivalent to 10 silver dinar* and 
a silver dinar to eight dirhams or hashlkanis. A table of prices current Lit the 
time when Ihn Batuta visited Bengal* in temts of current money and 
weight, b quoted below from Bliattaaali’s * 4 Early Independent Sultans of 
Bengal/* 

A milch -cow, Bfi. 3;a fat fowl, 3 pies ; two pigeons, 3 pies ; a fat mm, 4 
annas ; sugar, Rc, 1-7 per maund ; honey, Rs. 2-14 per maund ; rice, 1 anna 
9 pies per maund ; ghee, Rc, 1-7 per maund ; ril-oil, 11J annas per maund : 
fine cotton cloth, Rs r 2 per 15 yards, I bn Batuta himself purchased a boanth 
fill slave girl for one gold dinar. 

In 1575, says Sir George Wood, a rich merchant of Old Maid ah sent three 
shiploads of valuable silk cloth to Russia through the Persian Gulf, which 
shows that the a ilk industry of Mil Id ah is of long standing. 

As hm already bean noted, in the time of Shay ista Khan (Jb!i4 A.D.J rice is 
Raid to have sold at the rate of eight man mis per rupee. 

The local people of the present English BarJvr state that, there were 22 
bazars in Gaiir. of which Mahajarstuli; Lai Bftzir. Hsbfch Khans and Chandnl 
Chowk were the most important. 



GAUR. 



rr*\TE n* 











CHAPTER III. 


Tire extant remains of the two Cities 


Section I—Gaur. 


<6 


aur, the ruined and ancient capital of Bengal, in tile district of M&ldab, 
is situated cm a deserted channel of the Ganges (Latitude 24* 5.V N., 
Longitude *8° 14" E.} 1 . The kingdom of Gaur long continued to be 
very powerful and prosperous, so that, except for Delhi, it had in India no 
rival in wealth and affluence. The city was extensive rind populous, lacing 
inhabited by wealthy people, families of high birth, and persons noted for 
learning. A large standing army was also maintained there. 

Kotus on the site of the oht City of Gaur „ 


Tlie site of Gaur lies on a narrow strip of land near the former junction of 
the old Ganges and the MahtnandE rivers, and was probably selected as a 
capital f4hr the convenience of water communication with jiEl parts of tile 
country after the downfall of the former, and equally large, capital of 
Pajuhia. Then- are few Hindu remains of any kind to indicate the land 
marks of the ancient city ; but it is said that the high land at FTchhll near 
Gang&rimptir on the south bank of the KElindri river, where a Inigo areiii is 
still covered with brick fragments and jungle, was the last raaidcitco of Raja 
Lakhan Sen and life family. Further, the names of Ballitblii, KiUnahhita, 
Chandipnr. Patalchandi, Lohugarh, Amrity arid Rama lit Imri may 3?r 
taken as evidences of Hindu occupation. A further point to be noticed 
is that at K anuriabun, which is situated a mile to the north- vvchI 

of the Sugar Dighl t —the great tank which appears to have been the 

site of one of the earliest Hindu settlements—the Pa iron Goddess of 
Gaur. GaiireswarT Devi, was still worshipped in Cu nningham r s time, and a fail 
held in her honour in the month of June- AU these facts suggest that the 
Hindu Kings, prior to the invasion of the Musahiuins, had seats of Govern¬ 
ment at several places on the south bank of the Ganges which probably then 
flowed through the KlKndif. When the river Ganges shifted its course, the 
southern and western banks of the old bed were converted into a city by 

erecting aubstanttal fed mis all round. There is no doubt thrit the Hindu 

Kings made the find, attempt at constructing these Minds to protect the 
town, hut the Mire film an rulers afterwards improved them and made them 
much stronger. The wall of stone near the Fatalehojidi gate sterns to be the 
work of the Muhammadan period and to have been constructed for the 

■VVilford cortfliderL'd I hut tliC Gai^«f furnwrlv flawed on the eft#fc Hdfi uf Gaur and 
all ruttiqijiiH^uiA anil Mfljjiitml®* of tk Dialnct haVft nefcn oTClcdgiDti die truth of thb 
Btat&mcnt. j Fnr dLcHMainn of post ehltBgai in the course of the Gon^rc, Introduc¬ 

tion,] 
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protection of the town from the action of the river. The remains of n 
gateway at the northern end of the town at Du&rfrfisfrinf also appeal- to 
have been the work of a Muhammadan ruler. The causeway of 
Ghiyasuddm—the present Rajmsdud Road—is another example of protective 
work which was necessary owing to the river shifting to the west side of 
Ganr* The large tanks Sugar I light (large and small). PiyfiabarT 
High!, etc., were originally deep depressions of the river which, when it 
dried up, seemed like hikes or large tanks. The Muhammadans who first 
settled In the country were not very mi microns, but tlieir number grew rapidly 
owing to immigration from other Muslim countries and the conversion 
of a large number of Hindus to Islam, It may la-assumed that a fairly 
large number of the converts embraced Islam of their own accord, while 
others were compelled to accept the new' faith. The Muhammadans 
thus established their power over the Hindus, They did not change 
the Hindu names of tlie above places but kept them as they were before, and 
generally showed much favour to their Hindu subjects. 

Commercial port 0 / 0<iur m 

When the river Ganges flowed near G&ur large boats carrying goods from 
distant places used to come to the city from which there was also an export 
trade. The high land north of the great Sig&r ‘Dight is supposed to have 
been the commercial town. It was protected on the east by an embankment 
connecting the UuarbS&hinT Gate with the Fhulw&rf Gate. The places where 
cargo used to lie landed are still to lx- seen os oblong-shaped plots of high 
hind with canals cut all round each plot An old bridge midway to Fhran-hplr 
(near the north-east corner of the Sugar tljghl) indicates also the passage 
by which goods were carried to the interior of the old city by small boats 
along a canal. Embankments, comm unicat ing with the new course of the 
Ganges, run southwards for 20-25 mites froin the present site of English 
Biair. This shows that carts were employed as an alternative source of 
transport when the Ganges moved southwards, 

Area and Population. 

The ancient city was at least 12l miles in length from north to south 3 , 
and about two miles in breadth from east to west, giving a total area of 25 
square miles ■ but the entire area was probably not all inhabited at one 
lime. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in 1808 descriljed the area of the city as 
being ^0 square miles. The population of the city at the time of its greatest 
prosperity is said by Faria Y Souza (writing before 1040) to have been 
twelve lakhs |1| million), The site was deserted after the outburst of 
plague in 1575, and until about m yearn ago was overgrown with dense 

1 The Partly**, raiil by Alformo d* AJrllo in *534 itum Chittagong j a Oukir with 

Pre-irnl* to GhiyAxuddTn Hulun ud NJmli. itenoribad the dty a* well fortified jviiI three 
bOKui-9 in length. Dp Hello himL hi* mm look part in On? pul*rqu*nt fl K htvr,pc batwwn 
Mahmud Stilkh and Sfc*T Khan wlifch Glided In rtw death of tbn former and in 5*« r Khin 
becoming Kin^ of Bengal and ultimately Emperor <d Indin.^H. E, N. 
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jungly inhabited by tigers and other wild animals; bat cultivation Lb now 
rapidly spreading, and cluster* of dwelling houses add new villages are 
springing up here and there amid the rains of the undent city. 

De Barren’ atcouni of the City of Gaur (prior to JyJO). 

" The streets are broad and straight and the main streets have trees planted 
in rows along the walla to give shadct to the passenger. The population m 
so great and the streets so thronged with the concourse and traffic of people, 
specially of such as come to present themselves at the King’s court, that they 
cannot force their way past one another A great {mrt of this city eons in is 
of stately and well-wrought buildings” (De Barms b Da Asia P : Lisbon 
edition of 1778, VoL VIII. p. 458—translation.) 

The Fortification* of Go nr. 

The city of Gaur was completely surrounded by a high earthen rampart, the 
top of the wall or embankment being covered with buildings 1 . There were 
innumerable buildings within the town, which commanded a magnificent view 
of the Gauge* on which it stood. On the eastern aide there was a double 
embankment Hanked by a deep moat about 150 feet in breadth. Tho 
principal street ran from north to south. Tho western pud of the town was 
open, the Ganges being com ted sufficient to prevent any inroad of the enemy 
from that side. There were openings in the north arid mnth embankments 
for the egress and ingress of the citizens. 

The ruin* of Gaur were first explored by Mr. Creighton between iTSTi and 
!807 h and afterwards by Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in 1808, and by Major W, 
Franeklin in 1810-LL Both the latter antiquarians have left elaborate des¬ 
criptions of the ruins as they then existed. 

Buried treasures. 

Such a vast city with its numerous buildings and palaces must have had 
no inconsiderable part of its enormous wealth buried under ground or secreted 
in cells and subterranean chambers, especially as the modem system of 
banking was unknown in hyegone days. Mamique, for example, who visited 
the ruins of Gear in I (HI, tells a story of the recent discovery in a hollow 
wall of 8 copper vessels, filled with gold coins and precious stones valued at 
three enures of rupees which had been banded over to Shah Shuja\ the then 
Governor of Bengal, The SiiHiruBMuta'khkhirin is responsible fnr the 
following :— 

" In the tomb and vault, opened about the year 170fi A.D 1T by Captain 
Adams at Gour ho found such another vessel [Ood-tfati —incense 

i n» buiidin^ On the omLnin lenient havf* now ilUiiplMmivd ant\ the Wall is oy* thrown 
with dense jungle arid teen* 

^Fntvela of Sebutko Munriqui^ L$£fM3 f Hakluyt Society pobUcatLon r 13127, Vol. II + 
pp, 12&432). 
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burner] at the foot of % Royal body, perfectly well preserved for four 
hundred years, with two v««le for beetle or jmvn, and and 

amps, tie." (Vol III, footnote 271, p. 386—Cantbmy's reprint.) 


Other relic* of the past. 

Excavations have J]Cf!n made In different pirtt of the mined eity by village 

cultivators in neareli of treasure, which have revealed traces of spacious hulk, 
pavements, stimcaaes, subterranean pawnees and a good many other relics, 
all testifying to the greatness of the oiice-renowmtl eity. 

daunts of destruction to the await build nigs atOavr ami Pandva. 

When ‘Slier Shah invaded Bengal in 1530 A.D., four was sacked, and after 
tins the wealthy capital began to decay and its buildings wore neglected. 
The climate of Bengal is also singularly inimical to the preservation of archi¬ 
tectural remains : if the roots of a pcepal or a tamarind tnx- once find a renting 
place in any crevice of a building, its destruction is inevitable. Moreover, 
m the rainy ueownn, boats «mid easily reach the ruins ; and boatloads of 
stones and bricks were removed to the then rising towns of English Mzir, 
Munhidflbsd, KijroahaT, Hooghly and (later) Calcutta'. In this way 
most of the old residential buildings of the cities of Caur And Pandua were 
destroyed by men and by the climate of the country. We are fortunate to 
find remains of certain mosques and the temhs of saints which the plun¬ 
derer* did not tench on account of their I icing sacred. 

Tine Ancient Monuments atOaiib. 

riu’ following is an account of the ancient monuments as well as places of 
interest at Gaur of which traces still exist- arranged as fur possible in the 
order in which they may best bo visited :— 


I. The Baradwarf , oh Great Sana (Golden) Mosque at Rahkku. 

[Erected by Sultan Mfismt Shall in 1132 A H. (152® A. 11.).] 

Tliin mosque is a motive rectangular building of brick, faced with stone, 
168 feet by 7ti feet, with turrets at the corner*. Jt is the largest of all the 
ancient monuments in Gaur. Immediately in front, to the east, is a court - 
yard 200 feet square, with arched gateways—each M\ feet by 13,1 feet—in 

‘Aowudmg to Umnl (A'th Report. p. 286 ). Hie? Nhfinmt Dafiar of Mumbai*!™! meinwit 
Iti. S.IHIO annually from tin? local mnnuidans OH tees for tlx* privile^o of UiTnii]i.Hhii lk! tin? 
rtiirw and stripping from tli.ri: tlieir highly pri™:. (enamelled bricks und Wit 
{S»u 3 -i-MZ*a). Early in lip«- nineteenth century many curved K'.onet, fruinrl in the niincg 
city of Ilnur, nrv Haiti to hnve* become tire prey of fire Calcutta unilerlitkrre and cittern for 
monumental jHlipoWM. sine? ISOS) the prertim? of .(t me tin Lin-: r) M - mined building of 
(Jiiur hui been stopped by Covcrumnut, 








46 


MEMOIRS Of OATH AM) I'AMWA. 


the middle of the three sides. The eastern Entrance Gate hiw been carefully 
restored and a reproduction of it, in its present state, is given m Fig. «_ 
Inside the mosque arc three long aisles divided by massive stone pillars with 
a corridor running along the whole length of the building. In front are eleven 
arched openings,each measuring live feet eleven inches in breadth. There are 
other openings at the north and south ends. The building was roofed hy 
forty-four small hemispherical domes ; of these eleven domes of the corridor 



7*—Akte of the Gr&U Goiden Mm^hc. 


still exist and were repaired under the direction of Lord Curzon. There am 
few carvings left. As is clear from the following inscription, it was built by 
tSnttUn MWirat Shiih in !Ki2 A.H. (1526 A.DJ. In Franoklins time the 
inscription appears to have been in u* proper place p but it has now dis* 
appeared* The Tughra letter were about nine inches in length. As 
Cujmiugham notes, the vacant panel over the middle doorway Jmm which 
the stone slab containing the inscription has been removed measures live feet 
two inches in Length by two feet one inch in breadth. 
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“ a t tnmaktiot ' &f thB inscription recorded by Franokliu : - 
llw I rofJH (on whom be the blessing of Allah and peace !) |, M said - Ho 
who builds a mosque, for him Almighty Allah will provide a house in Paradis* 
lb.H ./« wf Mosque was creeled by the great and illustrious Wultnn. son of 
the Sultan. Ntomidduniyft waddin A hr, I Muzaffar Ntorut Sh*b Sultan son 
of Husain Sin,], SuJtin, son of Saiyid Ashraf al-Husainl—May Allah per 

rah ' ,UMl eIevat * po * >r ftnd d « ni **■ 
OrifiFihi £,/ hh: noma »* Sona Masjid." 

< unninghnn, mentions that tWfctin wn* much ptndttod over the T K>hi,lar 
im„„. of ffo ,in untl started a Strange theory that to it hears no marks 

whatever of gold, its name must have originated from the .kiness of the 

imitenals used and the c*pengc of it* erection Loud people, however, do not 
call bulky things golden, but name them after the teal oruupposed amount of 
he uwt, a* in the case of the Ekliikhi Mauspfcum of IWlua. the NaulakhT 
I alm e at Lahore, etc, The fact i* that the donna wen, actually gilded, and 
"° “ Uch of was ornamented in this way that under the rays of the 

sum or moon it looked like a built entirely of gold : hence the name 

‘ Mas}\d. It ts true that no gilding is now visible, hut them is a universe! 

u T T° Ilgat thfl to thiB ** know thut the Chhafi AW, 

■ >,(l f,t Piruz P“ T («* ^fra, p. 7ft) (ll „st have revived its name for the 
game mason, as fcnjgiribn remarks that “vthe remains of Riding upon it is 

, ™ h h lnuV acloimt tor «* ^Pitbet of Golden given to this and the 

former edifice. Some gilding m foot still remained o„ the Smalt Golden 
- fosque as late as ISTtf when ficn. Cunningham made his tour. 

Explanation of ike mmc ** Baradwtd.** 

The common name of the building is - KfinVIivfmV or, I,tcrally, a building 
of twelve doors ; but as there- art* only clever, opening* in front, considerable 
cont™ y has taken place a* to its proper name, it seem, to the writer 
that the name Buriulwtoi," which ordinarily men™ air “audience hull ” 

*" * ,v ™ tu ttw * ™ *«®uut of its spacious court-yard in front of the 

mosque* 


Ladies* Gaikry. 

A raised platform for ladies was provided at the north corner of the mosque 
Here the ladies used to come to the mosque through the small doors in the 

T*; ro^,n, ™ *«*■ Tho remaim, of a sloped platform connecting 

he doors with the ground level are still to be seen there. Ladies’ galleries 
urc found i„ many mosques in Central India, Khanded, and elsewhere : but 

1,1 . t* 5ri<xI tI,p ktdies’ galleries Were generally on the ground floor 

and not raised on pillars or arches'. 

In J tUT tV ",j rl r b ' ltt,C Dr W,0, ' h d* provLuiUl J UCCMnn.otUli^ l-S^ 

in mosque* tub inter (j> + J * a 
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Fig. 8 t —Exterior of the Great Golden Mosque. Gaur. 
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Old stone column*. 

T) w positions of tfor hUmv coll!runs supporting the arches of the domes have 
nil now boon traced out and the tops of their base* plastered. The pulpit is 
also marked out. In the prayer niches of the west wall there uc re fine „ rjm . 
rm-ntal carvingx: and, though the facing is gone, vet certain portions which 
still rentniii show the best workmanship of the period. 

The Chabutm 

On the south-east side U'hi< left of Fig. 8) there exists a rah.-id platform 
locally calks I " VkuhUlra hy the local people. It is believed that the 
Chab&tra was used hy the Muaziin for calling the Faithful to Prayer, but this 
does not seem very probable as the (kill to Prayer is generally made from a 
high tower* 

A rchaolorjical nota#, 

1 rates of other buildings are to be wen on raised ground on the north and 
north, west sides. They ate perhaps sites of madramh* (schools) and rest- 
houses. If excavations were made, the foundations of buildings would pro¬ 
bably fpr- laid bare. There is n line tank (fiOtl feet hy :«Kt feet) a short distance 
to the east of the eastern gate. 

Major Franck lin makes the following remarks on this mosque 

“ TIh> im P 0 ^^ 1 and may he defined to in* Gothic, or more appro¬ 

priately, the Snnteejiie style of architecture, introduced by the earlier con- 
q in Tors of Hiiidonstan. They are of a similar nature with many of the mosques 
to lie seen nt old tMhi, erected by Patau Sovereigns of the dynasties of Lodic 
and of Ghore. The w hole appearance of this building is strikingly grand and 
exhibits the superior taste and munificence of th<> prince who erect' d it." 

In connection with the ure of brick as the principal material for the 
buildings at Gaiir and J Wlua. as web as the curved rise so often observ¬ 
able in the roof line of these mosques Fergmwon remarks us follows 

‘ Bengal is practically without stone, or any suitable material for forming 
either pillars or beams, Having nothing bat brick, it was almost of necessity 
that they employed undies everywhere, find in every building that bad any 
pretensions to pennantmey/ 1 

The curedintar form of roof# ; *■ The Bengalis, taking advantage of the 
elasticity of the Immboq, universally employ in their dwellings a curvilinear 
form of roof, which has become so familiar to their eyes that they consider It 
beautiful 

ls This cumflueaF form found its way in the seventeenth century to Delhi 
anti in the eighteenth to Lahore* and all the intermediate bni Idfrigs, from, sav, 
VJ>. 1650, betray its presence to a greater or less extent. . r , While to the 
European eye this form always remains; nnphminji, to the native eye— Hindu 
or Muhammadan- it m the most elegant of modem in vent Soils 1 /* 

f Hislotycf ifwfwirt rui-r/ Earttm Architecture. 1010 ect. and Sfjicmt VeL II 

pp nml 
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2, The Citadel of Gaud* 

[General Cunningham's l)e«cKptian.J 

** The Citadel of Lakhoauti situated on the bank of the old Canges. It 
(is very nearly one mile in length from north to south by hull a mile in width 
at its broadest port opposite the eastern gate, but not inert 3 than a quarter 
of a mile wide at its northern and southern ends. It Is entirely surrounded 
by a great earthen rampart- upwards of 30 feet in hiighi and about IW feet 
thick at the base with round towem at aJS the angles and u deep ditch i lk the 
outside a hunt 200 feet wide when full. The nun part is everywhere covered 
with large trees, and the ditch is filled with weeds and crocodiles. The age 
of the Citadel is unknown : but ns there h nothing remaining in it of an carly 
datc, it set in* probable that it wn. the work of Mahmud 1 [Niainiddin 1442- 
59] and his suotnssoi^." (Cunningham's Report, Yob _\V, p. 5b.) 

A. — The Da kbit DarwiasaJi, or Main Oak of tb** Fort. 

This is a large gateway a limit half a mile sooth-west from the Ba Hid wan, 
it is called the Dabhil Danmzah as it was the principal 11 Entrance Cute M to 
the Fort from the north. Another name is Salami Borwozah. because Nabatea 



Fj$, -K —Thr D&khil I ti7.ii h, or Mam ffatt of ihr Tt>rf. 


were fired from the adjacent rampart*. The date of its erection Ls not known 
lor certain, hut, as has just been observed t it woa probably built In the first half 
of the 15th century. Later monarchy Ruknuddin BiHmk (1430-75), 
Husain Sh ih and even K&*rat Shah may have improved it. Near it* on the 
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north, k a tank, and from the Jut ter an (aqueduct) Comes out on the 

east side and g^ies south a long way. The gate is substantially built of &mall 
red bricks and shown signs of having Im-oii highly ornamented with embossed 
work. 

++ Creighton’s view, taken from the outside, makes the sides of the tow era 
much ton sloping as may be seen by comparing it with Ravenahaw's inside 
view. The building consists of a central passage 3 4 feet wide and 1 13_{ feel 
long, with Ft guard room on each side 741 feet long by ft| feed broad, The 
walls, which am 0| feed thick, am pierced by three doorways on each side of 
the passage, with one outer doorway on the inner side of the rampart." 
Pieces of stone with large holes in them, fixed to the walk of the gateways, 
show how gigantic were the gates which we re suspended from these stones. 
The wings of the gate were bolted by a huge iron bar or wooden pin as is seen 
from the long holes running into the wall, one on each side of the passage. 
H The pie rs between the doorways are made of brick faced wit Si stone up to 
the spring of the arches, but all the rest of the building is made of brick. 
At each of the four comers them is a twelve-sided tower, five atomy* In 
height, crowned by a dome. The faces of the tower am panelled and orna¬ 
ment'd with the usual chains and bell* in relief. Creighton makes the height 
of the towers 53 feet, but this measurement did not include the domes which 
were all rained before his time. The walls on both sides of the archway were 
ornamented in a similar manner with panels line*! with elm in* end bfllfe + The 
outer arch was M-feet in height, at>ove which the battlenientcd wall rose 15 
fect ; making a total height of 451 feet.** (Cunningham, op. eif +t p. 51.) The 
front width of the entire gate building is 73 feet 1 inches. The existing 
building was Unit const me ted with ornamental hiring work all round, hut 
the base of the building on the east and wont was later covered with earth 
and connected with the adjoining rampart walk. Traces of jotcmi steps for 
reaching thr top of the cm bank incut from inside tire also found : and the ram¬ 
part itself is strengthened by a skeleton of brickwork. 

Not* on an Inscription from /Ac vicinity. 

An inscription, found a few years prior to l U11 near the DakHt Darwasah, 
records the erection of a gate by Naarat Shah, but this may have been only 
the court yard gate of some mosque or tomb. The text and the translation 
of the above inscription are given below : — 

3 JdjJb } Ji-il JiaU hi* 

Jj -'- r, VJ Aj-U* djtklM' j t£l-^ 4Ji| jJA 

«4 

£ aJUjc^J y 

TranxUtlUm . — M ' n the yetir LEHj A H* [23 rd December 1510 to II th Decem¬ 
ber 1520 A. I h] the Multan of 11iv time and perkd, celebrated for justice and 
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bciifti olonof, the Sultan. turn of th(? Sultan, Niisinidduniya waddin, Abul 
Muzaffar Xasmt Shilh the Sultan, son of Husain Shah the Sultan, al-HosamJ 
—May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule !—built this gale.” 


/f- C Jwntl DatWQznh A ttn J^tftvuznh r (No longer existing.) 

" Fryni * he nortbem gate,” vfe., the Mkhil litmaizah. " a raised mad led 
to the palace in tbr southern half of tile citadel, pacing through two 
intermediate gates called the Cham! Dancazah and Nlm DanoStak, An the lost 
named stood exactly half-way between the entrance gate and the palace wall, 
it is most probable that its name was derived from its position as the ' Half, 
way Gate,'---A view of the Chand Gate is given hy Creighton in his Plate III, 
Its whole style is similar to that of the Dakhil Gate with which it also agrees 
in the height of its arches and battlements,” (Yeighton assigned to ft' the 
dule A.H, 871 (A.D, UlW) from inscriptions found close by — but. as may be 
seen from (ho Palace inscription, quoted later, on pp, 56-B—this is the date 
of erection u/ the Nhn /JtarwrooA. 


This Fittuz, or Flrozah, Mikab. 

[The Tower nf Pirfiv. Shah, or the " Turquoise Tower,”] 

I'his Minor is about ft mile to the south of the mradtmtd Mosque and 
outside the fort, The tower has no inscription to record the date of its crec- 

1Cm . ; b, | trHnck ^ . . R inment of an in*. riM stone at Giianiillti 

liearing the 11 umeof u King Saifuddfn which, lie «ems to have behoved, was 
° V *l tjiehcd to this tower, in this he was supported hy Cunningham, 

7lX> T * ' ,f * h4 ‘ l ‘* rrwi ^ “ «V*n »’.v Franck!in agrees 

ith the heieht of the [panel above the door of the Minor : but Cunningham 

identified the builder of the tower with Saifiiddln Hainzah Hhah (Ul > A.D) 
instead of with SaifuddTi, KirO* Shah (NSli A.iX). Fwsusaon. on amhitec 
turaJgrounda, also preferred an earlier date than the end of the 13th 
century. la the neighbourhood, the tower is known by the name of " Pf r 
, m . nut ir .mi f iierag Ijirn,” the former name lieing thought bv 
Ctuunngharn to I* a corruption of Flrozah, and that the name amply 
indicates that ,t was originally faced by blue tiles. .Some say it was b Jt 
for the Purpose of cal hug the Azdv tor prayers, while oth™ consider it 
* '? tC ^. tOWer ‘ r /- the wrik;r jt *Pf**i* to bo a Pillar of Victor,- like 

tewt e mh> ahtl *** ^ ftt K ° U * «d 
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D&Stript ion s 

llii? tower [h al>out feet Idgh and feet in cirtuimfereuC^. There is a 
BtaircaM'- of 73 steps leading up to the top chamber. Judging by old 
sketches and photograplis, one would suppose that the top chamber of the 
tower w«s originally roofed with a dome, Fmncktin, while visiting Gaur in 
saw a broken dome* DaniqllH illustration of Iiitower (draw n in l7fW5 
n* wed irs < ’i^ighton'fl very beautiful enkniml drawing, abto indicate 



Fijf t 19. Tit ! >1 ill 31 13 3: ( A* t - f r-- '.. r „• J .< >i>. 


that the tower had a cupola. When, however, the r ■ : * were carried out 
a few years ago the existence of the dome appear* I to the Archeological 
authorities too doubtful to warrant restoration, and the top was finished 
ulf with a Hat roof. 
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The lower is a polygon of twelve sides for three-fifths of its height and 
circular for the remaining two-fifths. It is supposed that the basement of 
the tower w as origin idly faced with polished stones in the form of steps all 
round : hut considering that the rough stone work at the bast 1 was original I y 
below the ground and that the tower was built on a hilloek, the 
Archeological Department suggested strengthening the base with earth¬ 
work and turfing it over, so that it might look like » mound, and this 
suggestion was carried out in Mil. 1 


Old Visitor* to the Tower. 

The following interesting note by Mr, ffounuejls, a former Collector, is 
quoted from the District Gazetteer of Maldah ; ‘ Hedges, the Governor of 

the Company, in IfiSiJ visited English Bazar and Gaur and records the visit 
in his diary. He came up the M&hsiwndiL front l.iilgoin and anchored for 
the night at Bafoghitta at Rohanpur, He visited Gaur with two English 
ladies. Fanny Parke* also visited Gaur. She was shown over by .Mr. 
Chambers and she saw written in the MinSr the names of Harwood 1771, 
S. Grey 1772, Creighton and others. She nko found the initials M. V. 1G83, 
oml Mr. Beveridge supposes Huh whs one of the ladies of Hedges' party. 
Mr. I neigh toil visited tin 1 tower several times and engraved his name with 
a knife with dates 178*, 178S, 1780,1TSHJ, 1791/’ 

Mr. Reulien lfnrrow visited til is tower in 1787 mid determined its situation 
to i» hi 24 ST Kortb Latitude and 5 k 32' IS' (e. 88°) East Longitude, The 
latitude was deduced from 2!i meridian altitudes, and the longitude partly 
from distances and partly from watches, 


Local Tradition. 

1 radii km has it that w hen the tower was completed, the King went to 
w?e it. The mason in charge of tin- work iKmstingiy declared that he could 
have Iniilt a much higher tower than that. 

The King : il Why then did you not do so 1” 

The Mason : “ 1 could not find sufficient materials." 

The King ; “ Why did you not nsk for them V* 

As the mason made no reply, the King in a paroxysm of rage ordered 
him tube thrown down from the top of the tower which was immediately done ; 
and thus the mason lost Jits life. On descending from the tower the Multan 
onlenfi his favourite js*on Hiriga to go instantly to Morgiion. The peon 
dared not ask the King the object of his errand to Morgfinn- so furious was 


‘The wire-re tied door recently pravuted f flr the ms in entrance of rli* tower is 
uicon urn mm with the (indent structure. Ic rams that a door of *<V wool fixed in the 
old fasfe'm exited li W , The stirii^.door fixed near the lop room is not only 
ku^ncajly objfri-tioauiijlo Imi \u aIsa dangergut to dfiitEjni. 
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tbo royal face, On reaching Morguon lie was deeply meditating as to why he 
had been aent there, and while moving hem and there hi an agitated mood 
ho m«t with a Brahmin youth named ftanatam Thin lad hi- accosted, 
saying the Sultan had sent him there, but with what object he did not 
know, us the Sultan had not informed him nor had he had the hardihood 
to ask the Sultan. Snnatan heard from Hhiga everything that had transpired 
before Htngas departure from the royal presence and forthwith came to 
the condnaion that, under the emmmstanees which IlkI to the sanding of 
Hinga to Morgioitp possibly the Sultan had in mind the engaging of skilled 
masons who a hounded in those quarter*. Following this hint. Hingn took 
masons fmrii Morgaou and presented himself to the King, who, by tills 
time. Yf-m eoohhoadecl enough to wonder how Hinga could know his purpose* 
string that untiling had been told him. On being naked by the SultEm to 
explain matters, llinga disclosed the clue given him by Kaimtan. where- 
upon the Sultan praised Sana tan and made him an officer of the Court flt 
Gaur. Wit 1 1 the help of the masons brought by Hirtga the Sultan improved 
the tower still further, 1 


4. The Ba*ugasi Wall aot tqe olp Palace of the Kings of Gacb. 

In the interior of the Fort are at ill to he found rcinaiiiH of the Palace 
enclosure ~n lofty brick wall, called BtVLtgazi, apparently because its 
height was 22 Bengali tjaz [yardsh or 42 feet. It is 15 feed broad at the 
base decreasing to nearly II feet at the top. The entire enclosure measured 
700 yards in length from north to south and 250-300 yards in breadth- 
Phofographs of the wall, taken in the 'sixties of the last century by 
Mr. J H Ravenshaw% may be seen as Plates 10 and 11 of his volume on 
Gaur, The wall was then covered with dense jungle and big trees, but now 
these have all been removed by the Public Works Department. It would 
be a good thing if the base of the decayed portions of the walls were 
exposed so na tn give an idea of the whole structure* 


Royal Palace. 

The Palace wall extended all round the royal residence, From the follow- 
lug inscription, found at Gu&mUtI by FrancUin, which records the making of 
a water-course under the palace (os well os « Half-way Gate) by Rnknuddln 


1 Morion i* (* village about a mite niKth-Cnal of this JHAkUh Hail pray Station. Tho 
nnmo Sim Titan, and. Ihu appoiiitrofust of this Brahmin to a at Court r tho 

poft-^ihilkty that he mu the Ih'WI who nffconviirda boc-amc! ISii.iniri Sliilh * Mini* U?r (i*idr 
p :u>. If m>, the Sultan must lift™ btwn Stifudriln FItuk, Moreover ftaftnddbi 
Htim^ikh reigned for only I y?ar idewM Flrui reigned for :i yoftra. The finor* Flrux 
Mmnf nbFj points to Hitfuddin Fimz having Wn tho builder rtf the Tower—H, E. 3. 
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Bitrluik Sliah in fsTl A.H, (I486 AJ>.), Cunningham inferred that tin* Palace 
Ellul DSkhit Goto IikwI already \ K vn completed in tins tinus of Barbftlc Shah's 
futliE-r, Niisiniddln Mahmud Shah. 


tr? v* ; & V £ ^ V, 
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er/l j } # FjULSJi 

ait {til 

^arJi J.c J*e U * ajJj4> oaL±5 <lJI—*.] 4)1 — j 


^(kLk T ils«Jj J.i| Jtjjf J fi'J ^t^a» i*is>Liw jjjrA 1 jii 

4 U? 

3 yy^ 1 Ji &*** jJ rfiti* i^rt'J ^ Jiv-* 4Bl sjii. 

^ li Ji -u. nJjL* 

TmWafiOH,—^ Pmisti be to All fill, the Lon I of Gmca and of 15 in fits, the 
Gh&risher, who neither slumbers nor sleep ! 

** Peace lie on the chosen one of {the tribe of| Muthir the most excellent 

■ 

of created brings the Prophet, the Lord of Mcduiuh, viz.. Muhammad, the 
last of the eminent Prophets, but for whom, the paths of Guidance and 
Truth would not have been manifested l 

kk Blessings also be on Ins descendants, who are the mines of piety, and 
upon hk f H om]Wimons d who are followers of Allah both in secret and openly 1 

“ Next (let us refer to) him who reposetli on the mercy of the Mo^t High, 
whose benevolence is such that even the cloud that gives profuse and incessant 
rain seems of no account ; the .Sultan, the Protector of the Universe, the 
Pillar of Religion ■ Imminent of Ranh, our Sultan, Barbiik Shall, -on of the 
moat famous and world renowned Saiyid, Sultan Mahmud Shah, the Model 


-W&\ (5) - ^ £) '4— (3) U)- J*) (:) 

- V** J ^1 (8) - ^*>1 J* (7) “ f/f ^ (ft) 

» *¥ (12) - JU: (.11) - J*~K (ID) ^ j (y) 

L, niifl hn Tipi ion w.i* not included by the late tChSu SAhib, and llw text is boned on 
nttompfced umciLdmirnt of ituo incumn’t text qiioled by Fruncklin (riefe pp. 1ft 
and l&of Rav<nia}uiw H fl ftottr). 

Kvtn with tine above correction*, a* wylL a* tlra revised translntion—tor both of which 
T im bidcbted 10 Klmn LhdiihLut' 3bamauJ b tFl&niA l>r, HidUyat H Linda--It* chyme m 
H filL defect ivn and ii U 10 bo Imped f lint, goimtirro nr other, the wlah that was apparently 
removed by FnuwkJia will be recovered and n iirvnl rending made possible, H. E, 9. 

®An obvioLiH re formtc to Uurbuk Stairs or titles Bubnudduniyi waddfn. 
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of .Justice, can Hit- Prince* of the two Mraqs. of Syria, and of Yemen, be 
considered equal to Barbnk Shall ? Truly there la no one in the- Count lien 
of Allah who equals him in generosity and liberality. He is without an equal , 
(a Prince) whose marvel Ions and spotless habitation — to which wealth is 
attracted and through w hich sorrow is dissipated —resembles Paradise. 

*" (Behold J a Water- course, flowing under the palace, resembling SafmbtP 
whose at ream affords consolation to sorrowful fas fir a. For thuec who love it. 
It hinds ft hem) like a cord. Its gate is comfort and sweet basil for the soul. 

“ A Gate way which is on the stream bears his name. It is the Middle 
Gateway, leading to the luxurious interior (of the royal palace ; and waft 
erected] in the year 871, That was the beginning of its eonstrnction. the 
timB of com fort for these days, 

tH J pray to Allah for the continuance of his sovereignty as long ns birds 
sing on the branches of any garden, 

[Persian], 4 h\ the reign of the Shah, Asylum of the World, Rukuuifduuiyu 
waddle Ahfii Muzaflar Sultan Rarbak Hhiili— May Allah perpetuate Ins power 
and dominion !~ the Middle Gate was erected in the year 87 L" (A.H.= 14ii6 
AD,). 

The Palace wan divided into three parts -the first part to the north, 
being probably used for holding ihirhtlr, the second for the private quaitcn? 
of the King, and the third for the Harem r Mach division hurl a tank m it: 
one of these being paved with stone. From the fact that the Dart*iir Court 
is smaller than the other two enclosures, it is evident that very few people 
had acii^ to It There were two more walls running cast to west to divide 
off the other compartments of the Palace. A reproduction of the plan of 
both the Fort and Palace made by Creighton in 1801 rail be seen in 
Plate 8 of Ravenshaw^s (Jaur r 


5, J ut: Kkomncki-Kfidna, or House of tee Treasurer. 

In connection with the proposed identification of the northern part of 
the Palace cm^vmre as the Ihrbar Court, it must la? noted* however, that 
the people of Gaur also call this plot the Khaz/lucl iT (apparently a corrup¬ 
tion of KhazEntht-KMna or House of the Treasurer). In the middle of the 
plot i - a large tank mean a ring £13 feet by 235 feet, locally known as Tvktiiib 
dujhl (Tank of the Mint). West of this tank there remains a small ruined 
one-domed building, 40 feet square, The h>eal historian Miinshl Illhf 
B.'ikhsh in hjfl KhttrAitf-i-Jtthftn Xitrntt preferred to regard this plot as the 
MnhtiirSnmi or Ring's Harem : and the lie nine as a Bath for the females 
of the Hem-in- 


l A fuUEitnlu in ?(Lm4iwf 
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6. Him Tomb of Hl-salK Sitaii, 

[N« longer existing : it was destroyed in about 1846- Liuof emotion 

1519,] 

Situation of th* Titoih. 

About a furlong to the north--att of the KkazSatM-Kk&na, and outside 
the pakec enclosure,» a place known as Eangla-Kut, Tliir=- was the graveyard 
of the later Kings of Gnur. South-east of it is ji large tirnifttind tree and 
about 12 fret from it on the south then 1 were two masonry grave* which 
have disappeared. Old people of Mahdlpur and the Khfltdm of the Qrafayn 
Btutil informed Munshl lluh? EaMl&Ii that these were the graves of Husain 
Shah anti hi* wife, but in Creighton’* time the second tomb was sa d to be 
that of Xonrst Shah* his sort- The large Sarcophagus of black basalt which 
once covered the grave of Husain Shah was found by 31undii 11 riIII Bakhsh 
near the village of Kharl (? Hhlrkij, It is said that robbers, in search of 
concealed treasures* injured the stone by fire. ('lost 1 to the site of the 
tombs was a square enclosure* the walls of which were of variously coloured 
bricks. 


Dfistripfion. 

Creighton mndo it very beautiful a keteh of the gateway of this tomb* the 
immediate enclosure of which w as 24 feet square. By about }Mi1 these 
tombs and the enclosure had all lawn destroyed, Fmncklin in ISIO described 
the tomb as follows ;— 

+J You enter by a handsome arched gateway built of atone, the aides and 
front of this doorway are incrusted with a peculiar kind of composition, blue 
am I whit:? China tiling, which has a singular appearance ; at the four camera 
are large rosea cut in the stone*,* The mi mi rets which flunk the building 
are ornamented with curious carved work of trees, flowers, etc. Within the 
doorway is a large enclosure containing the bodies of Shah Sultan Hosein 
and other branches of the royal family. The aides of the enclosure are 
iuorusted with the same kind of blue and white composition ” 

A mosque is said to have been located a little to the north of this tomb 
and near it were formerly over 100 graves of Kings and their relations. 

Husain Sliah died in 925 A.H* [1519 A JO.), 

* 


Endowed propf- fly for the lighting of (h* Tombs of the hing& of Quuf, 

The graveyard as well as the bamboo dumps* trees, etc,, attacked to it, 
were for Jong in the possession of the of Mir Domain ail inhabitant 

of Mabdipiir; who claimed to be a descendant of Husain Shah. Mir Hansu, 
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tiff, ft' In 111 Ii-« -i'll A.V. offfft and Path JiV.rrnV Altimf&nm. 
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t-lit 1 gram Ison rsf Homan, in 1^13 had in hi- pi^.*»ionadocument purport iii*: 
to be signed hy tfaww&b IhTaszam Khan (Mir dumb) and dated IWo A H 
(1653 A.D+), whereby 50 Mgbaa of reutetee land in the village of BongULKot 
were given to S livid A tub hi by order of Aurangzib for the purpose of 
maintaining lights on the ionite of the King? of ftaur. Mir Hanaii later 
sold this property to one Samir of Mahdfpfir, but only the adjoining tank is 
now in the possession of Samir a descendants. 


Historical notes* 

Creighton record? & statement by Mr. Oirnr, the historian, who 
apparently visited Gaur about I7fi6 [vide supra, p. 43), that ac me of 
the stones belonging to t hc.se graves were n moved by a Captain Adams 
for use in Fort Will in m and tluit he suw‘ them lying by the waterside 
ready for despatch. These were five pkees of blank stone; highly polished t 
each measuring 12 feet in length and 2 feet in hfvEidtfi and thickness which 
formed part of the steps. 

7. The Qadom Rasul * on Foot-frest of the Prophet,. 

[Date of construetbn of the building (137 AM* (1531 A.D.): 

Builder T ? name Sultan NasTat Shah.] 

This relic is contained in a one-domed square building, situated within the 
enclosure of the Fnrfc t to the east of ihe Palace. The total dimensions arc 
m feet 3 inches by 4il feet IU inches, the main chamber being '2a feet hy 1.1 
feet ami the walls 5 feet thick. There are verandah? on time tildes, ft feet 
wide. “ The Trout of the mosque is incorrectly given with a straight parapet 
in Creighton's Plate No. XL whereas jt is .slightly curved in the Bengali 
fashion, aa may be seen in Ravenshaws photograph, Plate No, XII. 
In front them are three arched openings supported on massive stone 
pillars. The w?ills arv of brick, very highly ornamented, the whole face 
being divided into panels by hands of moulding.. **. * ,At each comer 
there is on octagonal tower of 1 foot 5 inches face. This is crowned by a 
single stone pillar or minaret, whose diameter is only 1 foot 5 iitchea, 
equal to one face of the lower ,p (Cuimlnghatn. op* eiL . pp. 54 and 55). 
The bujldinu ih after the later Muhammad ft n style. It was erected* by Sultan 
Nanmt Shah, the son of Sultan Husain Shah, in ft-iT A H. (1513 A.D.V, *ia [s 

shown by the following Tuyhru inscription in three lines over the doorway i— 

■ * » + 

ia^Jl |ju - l T UU| i 2. z 4.S-* jkWxJb ^y* ^ 1*7 jjjj J r J 
^laLJl J 4xLc 4111 j?l J l^fkJl 
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jtaIca)) j.j! j jrdj ^UsL-Jl ^XoJ] 

JJJ J jJjk ( liiv- ^1 * L- ^ jJV ^Ji 1,1 J [ 4,w 

# ^ j jiLi - »jj* I j aiilsLu j jiXi-fi 


Trained/ min—•*' Almighty Alla.li says, J He who does a good deed ± will be 
rewarded tenfold/ This pure dnis and its stone on which is the Footprint of 
the Prophet—May Allah bless him !— were erected by the Exalted and 
Generous Sultan, the Sultan and son of theSultfin r XasiruddLiniyil w&ddfn 
Abu I Mumffar Kasrnt Shah the Sultan, son of Husain Shall the Sultan, son 
of S&iyid Ashral nl-Hiiflaini— May Allah jierjietiinte his kingdom and rule, 
and elevate his power and dignity 1 —in the year 93" A.ll/ 1 (1531 A.U+)- 

Another inscription which was found illegible in some places by Blochmann 
has since been read by Munalu Ilahl Bakhdt and the writer as follows :■— 

*J ^Ui jI>[ jjj Ij*-— ^ «i£ J'J 

^ ^UsI—j} ^y.i £L*J| c/ juo» 

iltjjjtf ^1 JLU'I ll* ,0c J| y! J LJ^Jf ^U-JJ 

^ *WLJl 

wJ/fc* ftpi ^vfjjtlf JA jU T i- 

* £UiLJ ; j £*— 


The following in the literal translation; “ The Prophet—May the peace 
(of AlliSli) lx; on him ! — lias Haiti, 1 Whoever builds n mosque for AU&fr, 
Allah will hiiilrl for hint (Seventy palaces in Paradise.' This mosque 
was built in the reign of tin Sultan, eon nl Lhe Sultan. soil of the Sult&b, 
Shams utlihmiyii wadilfti Abili MuzafTar Yusuf Shah, the .Sultan, son of 
Bfirhak Shah, the Multan, son r.f Mahmud Shall the Sultan, This mosque 
(] say) was built hy the great Khan, and exalted Khfiqau, Minted Khan 
Atibak Kay at A'lil (" of the Exalted Banner") on the ] Stli of the holy 
month of iiamaz/ht, 8S3 A.H," (14S0 A.D.t 
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TIlLi inscription, which m now fixrtl inside the door of the enclosure on tho 
left one enters, piobably docs not belong tea tho Qfrfotfi but to the 

Tantipard Mwijid ; in which ease it fixes tlie date of the latter building, ( Vide 
later, pp. 1I-72). 1 


The Footprint nj the Prophet, 

Inside the building, under the dome, there is a mull carved pedestal of black 
marble* intended to receive a stone representation of the foot-print of the 
Prophet Muhatnmsd. This latter was former!}" at Pimdua in the ChiUa 
KhBm- of Shah JfttoluddinTabfM. It wo* removed by Hu*™ Shah to 
Gaur in a beautiful wooden box-table, formerly inlaid with gold and silver 
work, which is still preserved in this building. 


1 Franck I in refer* to another iiumptum bum “ dVflf tho jflilrovtiy at this piece 11 that 
ho found in 1 a 10 lying ea l the gruiind. This i* the samu InSch jrtfoil m OM of t hope i nclurlcd 
iti lIic account of Cnur from an old bid much damaged ntnociymoxH >U, in the Rnngpor? 
Colleetomto tlms m printed on pp, 107-110 of K- G, GtarieF* ai Report on the District of 
Rungporo fl published in Cttloulte in IS73. The uweriptinn nms ns follow* t— 

ijctiil) ^ki-Jl i3§£ Lr*Vl 

^mW| j plwll Cy ; J**JU 4JJ| aJA o|J<*-Ji 

Ay*** JJW** 1 s » 

P^jy- ^ ^ , Ul ^ *.dIaL* ^ 41f ol* 

# ) j“J 

Trctn*t*tlion, ThL* gateWny wnil Hnctwl in the time of tlw Mu»t Letitrftftl mu I Moat 
Just fiullAn. the Sfliyitl of SoiyinU, the Fountain of Auitpiciou I ho Yi«<r*(pilt of 

Allah Ijy Deed nnd Proof, the Defender of t=drtm anti the Muslims " Alallddurtiyfl. Wnfldlh 
Abul Muawffor Husain idmh, the SciluVo, son of Saiyid Aahnif nS-Hu^ainl May AllMl 
protect hi* rule and rioverolpnly 1 On I tie 22nd of the month of Muhrt/Tnm in I hr year 

mi " (A*H.=- 1603 A.P.|. 

FiiIck* Nfc* tat Sluih only rehuill U prevjuualy exiting rhrinc for tho Cfud«Jt flariif 
(or the wMrdlkd Mausoleum of Path lyliilss ia—a* our author suggest* much older 
thnti the time of AuiangtPd tho inscription in qne+Uon may have boon b^uglil U> the 
spot from fbn'whore, ns Hu-nm Shuh wool. I oerteihly not Imvo providofl n gat^wny for a 
building thill vm not eroded rill 2Symra aftorwnn J^. 

From the identity of tho aceounl ifi the Hungporo Ms. of the dostruetltm of tho tomba 
of Husain Shah and Xa«rot Shah by Cnptnin Adanw with thst quoted by Creighton 
from Qrmr. it aeoma prob*bfo thftt this B£ fl. Wir n transcript of Ormo's aocounl of his 
visit- to fteur in I7dd. (This, ns 1 havn sub*TqiWntly notii^d, hfli iiho been Hug^-^ud 
by Mr. Ifoveriilgir in hi* aecounl of Major FraneklinV Rt'poft on tiflur.)— H. E, S, 

1 A place of Becluslon wli«iu tt Saint gCDtrnEly pa.H= et forty day* in meditation. 
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4i> ^ ^ ■> *ilx jE) ,jW ^1 Jli j ^ 

.j,j: ,^y £/d^J|| )A* IjUx * *H* ij^Jf *% dJ jUF ^jj 

oLLi f j i ^ r JLj ufc *^| OjjU^J) £JJu* CiJjLJl O^W ^JkklL-Jj 

^ ^iU=* f j ^Uii| ujJtu -SijJ) ofj—sJj j j^eJj L^Ulr 

^jijJl j bijii*, flt-c j ^JU^i’l *“5^ ^Ls^iJ] ^ ^jxiJb 4U1 ^sitJLL 

&i|Jah* j ,.ii^ Jj| jli ^IlMi-rtJl ^UaL*Jj aL2 ^jum. yitB J| 

4l)| LsJLiv^ l^ajLL ^LfiJ| tV^s.«#«JJ *^a 

O'* ^6| 6 r-^j I jJLl.^ ulkxu L^JoUoJl 

^uJr jjffJl ^ titjjlj j 1yUf| j U'jJ] 

- *L1 J c-^j 


T m mini t on Jit t lie name of A1 li h h Thf j l element and Merciful ! Aim ighty 

Allah suys. 1 Surely he will Imilrl the mosquea of Allah who believes In Alliili 
and the last day, and establishes prayer, and offers aims, and fears no one but 
Allah i and they will soon lie those that are guided/ And the Prophet — May 
Allah bit sa him !— says: ' He who builds a mosque for Allah will have a house 
like it built for him in Paradise/ The erection of this Jnmr Maajid rn h hk place 
during the reign of the So] ton of Sultans, the 8a jy id of the Saiyids, the Fount uin 
of Auspiriousin-* h, who has mercy on Muslim men and women, who exalts the 
words of trill li and good deeds, who in assisted by the aBmstanco of the Supreme 
Judge, who strives on the* path of the Almighty, the Viceregent of Allah by deed 
and proof and the Defender of Islam and the Muslims, ‘AlTimicI li nty /L waddin 
Ahul Muz&ff&r Husain -Shah the Sultan, AhHufimnT —Slay Allah perpetuate 
his kingdom and his rule ! This Jamt* Mosque is built from pure and 
sincere motive* and from trust in AUih by Walr Muhammad, non of ' Alp 
who has the title of .Majl^ul-Mujalb Majlis Mansur May Almighty All&h 
assist him both in this world and in the next f Its auspicious date is the 14th 
day of AllahV blessed mrmlh of Rajah \— May its value and dignity increase ! 
* * * T? (year Ls broken off). 

in tin mid. line of this inscription then- are three ornamental circlet? p each 
Containing a name of Goth That in the middle has Yti AUtih , 'O God* ; 
that on the right has I d Hajiz, + G Guardian' ■ and that on the left hm 
1 nr Rfihirtt, ' U Merciful/ AH these can he seen in Ravcnshaw a photography 
Plato 22 1 a> welt as the loss of the two comcre of the inscription/ 1 (< 'mining- 
ham, op. cti. t ps 7m) 
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During therein it of Nawwab Siriijtiddaula the foot-print of the Prophet was 
carried off to AlurdihlahlUb but was restored to ita place by Mir JVfur. It 
is now i3i the custody of two brothers, Zj limit Afidfa and Kara* Jfadfa, 
of Malulfpftf. They keep it ill their bouse for safety, and when any visitor 
comm, they put it in its proper place inside the building, The reason is snkl 
to be that the foot print waaoncoufaten but was subsequently recovered by like 
police. 

It is sail! that the foot-print of the Prophet waa Rt^t brought by u' Saint 
Ciillrd Mftkhdfim Jahaniyan Jahung^ht from Arabia. He brought also the 
J&anda (heraldic device mounted on a staff) which is still preserved in the 
shrine of Hiiznat Shah JalfiJ at Fanduti. 


A rchiP. fjiofji cot notes . 

The ornamental stone capitals which are on the top of the corner turrets of 
the Qadam Rasul building are of very good design. Such work is not to be 
seen in any other building at Gaur or Paiiduu. 


RtJt'kotm, 

In front of the Qadain Rn.suI there lies a roofless building which is jiijqiosed 
to have teen a rcst-hoiiao for visitors* The architecture h of the Mughal 
P*™d and tlie huilding may have been constructed by Shah Shujr. The walls 
of the building are very thick, and it was once covered with a Hat roof. There 
are throe rbpuna in the building, the middle one being a big hail, while the side 
rooms are small in size, with one arched opening in each on the west side. 


Burial ground* 

Oji the western side of tI ms Qadatrt Kw*iil r them are the remain - of a building, 
the roof and some of the walls of which have fallen down. Inside this, there 
am? Iambi in a ruined ^tate. It is pmlmlife that these arci the tombs of 
princes and high official* of Husain Shah and Xuarut Shah. Keen tlm min d 
platform in the Qadam Rasul building on winch is placed the foot-print of the 
Prophet Li believed by many to he tfe tomb of Naarat Shah hin^eff, who died 
in 1SS2 Arl>, P though, more probably, he was buried near his father at Hang la - 
Kot [vide .mpm, No, 0. p. oil), Thuro are several other tomb* iu^kle the com¬ 
pound of the main huilding. 
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JutUr* Tank. 

There fa » X X *3 tank to the west of the i^adam Rasul building which 
h* knaw r d by the name of JaldTi DighK The story goes that Sultan fJ&rfu) 
Jalnludrim (1418-31) excavated it. 


Th* Mausoleum of Pot ft AAdjj, 

"nils in uisjcto the enclosure of the Qadout RftsnI arid is a plain building shaped 
like a thatched shed 1 * Path Khan wag the non of hilrr Khiin. A tradition 
rcganling him hi to the following effect : 

The Emperor Aurangzib, suspecting that the local Saint Shah Ni idatulJih 
viaij ailv swing Sulnii] ShnjiV to wage war against him , sent an officer railed Dillr 
Khiin to fiaur to ml hut head off. The Saint, hmvover, had not given such 
ndvii-e, nor had he ever intends I to do so. When J Jill r Khan arrived at iiniir 
with ha is two suns. one i if them (Path Khan) vomited h loot I and died on the sprit. 
This so nEanned fblir Khan that he only paid Ids respects to the Saint, On 
the matter bring reported to Aumngzjb, the Emperor thereafter trusted the 
Saint. 


S, The <-hTha MasJID- 

A abort distance- to the sout h west of the tjadam Rmul^ there lies a single- 
domed building commonly called by the local people Uhika Masjui or the 11 Bat 
Moaqin-." The ho i Id mg, prior to its being repaired h was filler I with numerous 
bat**, and one could hardly approach the entrance owing to the had smell of the 
hats coining out from the inside. The door openings are now provided with 
wire-nrtted fr am es and the hats no longer take shelter indde. This building 
is not ji niuSLpje as then- exists in> Hgn of prayer niches in the west wall nor 
did any pulpit ever exist in the building, In the stone* of the doors and 
lintels there appear Hindu idols in an obliterated condition, ft appears that 


n th* room h 2% iW ‘1 £t ineht^ by lit fees, and Its. 1 mUt diiuzbiatLs of the building 
lire 30 feet- s melim b y 21 Iwt 5tnehr*. 

\l bufiiue to [he author that the building L* of the Urne of iln< Hindu Kiikgh (|s^bly 
R/iju Kara) and that St wa* u*t?d for a temple, Animwgem^iht for hanging a chain and 
boll by an iron hook In the centra! part oi the celling is -sill vmbto and tine building iioolf 
la* north lo south. There are door openings on three inidra only. From all these facts it 
m»y be tfanrluilcd that 11 Hindu god won wdr-Jiipj ed bt'ru. 

[Tbo Inentkm oi Aunugslb ftiid Hmjfi- enables the daio of Fail* Khali* death to be 
fii®dBflflunwwh^P b bftw'wn !057 Mid Urdu. Di3lr Klton po^Lbly aucrumi dd became 
\ha chief General < «i Mir Juinlu during iht* ]nIter's invasion of Asnaiu in 1662-3 fpftfd 
Blorfutlmm* K&th Bihar and f.A.S.B, r 1872^ pp + llgd’ll, ptuwirn). —H- E. ft, j 
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the old materials of some Hindu temple wem used iti the construction. As 
General Cunnin gham hais pointed out, the hi■ aiding is very fUrauhir to the 
Ekfalkhl Tomb at Pandua (ei* iji/ra, pp. 138-1)* fcl1 Both iins squam with 
towers at the comets and curved battlement*. Each is covered by a single 
dome : each 1ms four doom/* The dimension* of the two building* may 
comjMired by means of the following figuiw .— 



Ijisiitfi tlimcrtKoiia, 
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From all these jioiuts of similarity in siau ami style, Goner ul Cunningham 
was inclined to regard this as the tomb of Mahmud 1—the imin^liatA^uemwnr 
of (Jadu) JaUUiiddinV soait Aluuad Shah*—and his successor^ : but it L-* hardly 
possible that all trace of their graves eon Id have disappeared- Thu tradition 
of the local people that Husain Shah used the building for slate prisoners and 
imprisoned his 4! mis tor SanStari here also makes fienend Cunningham^ theory 
improbable. 

Therr are glazed tiles of various colours in the enrjiire all round mid on the 
comer pUIafH. The boor of the building was much damaged by digging for 
the bat-guano accumulated on the floor which wjlk used us a iiiaium- for the 
mulberry plan tat ions in the vicinity. The practice has now been stopped and 
the floor levelled. The broken portions of the cast wall have l>een restored 
and the dome Inis been made watertight. 


Remain# tjffitt ftjfict: bniMintj. 

Attached to tills building,, them was another very largo building on the 
west. The roof of the building baa fftlScii down, but the stone pillars supporting 
the a re lies and domes have now been set up again in their plane, Examine 
tioii of the site suggests that other building* existed on the west side, and 
it is said by the local people that Government offices were located then-. 


U. The Gl uti Gatk, 

A little cost of the OMka Mfisjid and to the south of the Lukd Vhuri Gate 
(iijtfg next section) there exists a small one-domed building, which is supposed 
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to have jwrrvod as one of the ca^t gates of the Fort. The rampart walk still 
exist a butt * 1 rig the north and Houth sides of the building* The inner room is 
25 feet square and the walk am 8 feet 8 indie* thick. There Jire four arched 
openings, each measuring n feet ivjde, The outer dime union* of tile building 
are 42 feet 8 indies by 42 feet H inches, with four ornamental corner pillars. 
The inscription of the building baa disappeared, but it may have been the work 
of Husain Shall who is recorded to have built a gate of the Fort in ill 8 A.H. 
(lol2 A.B.j. The inscription on the gate now to be found at the shrine of 
Shall Ni tnatuMli at Firikpur {vid* infra, p, 83), mid published in the fwwnd 
ff J Amalie StwHtf of Bengal 0 ^73, P- 2Uoj by H. Blochriuuin Is reproduced 
here, together with a translation. 


^MS 1 * p^ 1 ! ^UxLJl 4+c ^as&U ijWJ I A* 

Ah I jTx W^l J™ ^ JU J| ill jftfeJl yl j 

aTs.*—^ ji i-^'T ^.£*j iCi*** 


TrQnvhittfM .— ** This; gate of the Furl was built during the reign of the 
Kxalled and Liberal Sultan ‘ Alim id untya wuddfn Abfil Muaaffar Husain Hltnii, 
tbe Sultaji F mu of S&iyid Aahmf ub Husain!—May Allah perptsluEite his 
kingdom and his rule ! —in the year M [AAh 1512b 


Turret*. 

The iiriLEuneuiAttkm of the corner pillars is very similar to that on the LniUta 
Mnsjid (eirfe later. No. 13), i-e„ with various kinds of itJuii red-ci inaicl bricks. 
Tlie lower portions were formerly burhaJ under debrin which have now been 
removed, Ln front of the gate there wus a pavement of atone. On both sides 
of the doors oti the east and west there arc fluted columns of brickwork and 
the building is decorated with an ornamental comics all round. It was a 
small gateway to the fort ; and close by are traces of what was possibly a 
guard room. If then. 1 is any truth in the tradition tlint the so-called Vhtkd 
wus a prison, the Garni i may have been the gate of the jail enclosure 1 . 


1 The (futnti Gate has recently&3C ta =-b«u ceaVertud into n Mu&eUm h in u tiich f among 
irtlier exhibits i-*; piCM-rvcd Ihe insciiptmn of Nut-rua Sfrith, tfoted i)2*i A.H rF co mine mooting 

I ho bulkling at a Gale, winch has already Ufn given on p. 51.— H. E. S r 
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10* Fhe jLffAt* tViriW, oh Eastkrn Gate of the Foht. 

Thirf Ls a Ear^ three-storied gate south-east of the 7fri,w7 J, and h 

suppose! to have been the Tloyal entrant to the Fort. On each side of this 
gate there are guard rooms, and aljove theirs was a .Vogyor A"A<i?i'i (place 
for beating dmifl*), th<- roof of which is an entire flat arch made of bricks. 
Tlie gate is fti) foot tong and 42 foot 4 inches broad. The main rntmnco way 
is only 10 feet wide. The architecture <4 this gate Ls of tlit- Inter Mughal 
style and differs much in tbe construction of its arches from other buildings. 



>7v f . /Z.— Gate «/ fhe Fun Gann 


The gate is said U* have kvti limit by Shall SJnijn' in about 1635 A.D. when, 
lung after the desertion of the city of (jaur T Jie cncienvoiircd to ns vivo 
it. General Cunningham confuses this gate with the Gutnti Gate, 


Qrtgin of ikt name Luka Chun, 

LuLaUkuri (hide and seek) is a kind of game which Ls also called CMippa- 
thuri. This name has probably been given hy the local people who have 
lately settled at tho vicinity of Gaur: but what connection it has with the 








MlvirOlRf? OF GAFR AND PASlIl U 




g&te is not known, The original name of the gat** would have been d- 
ZfaraffiBoft (King's Gate) ns the tradition is that ShRh ShujJi*, when entering 
the Palace, generally used this gate, and that hi' built it. 



11. The (Tiamkatti Masjid. 

[Probable date of construction 880 A H. (1475 A.lbj,] 


Thin moaqiic liis to the east of the Ltthi Churl Gate and on the West side 
of the present Nawibganj road. There utv variously coloured erinmelJed 
bricks in this old budding at tin- cornice. From its name it may have Wen 
built by a certain ChamkatH class of Mutarnmadum, still residing in t'luUb 
supiira near Old Maid ah, According to Creighton, these were devours who, 
in religious frenzy, used to gash themselves with knives and were therefore 
called Chum kail t (skin cutters). 

The building, though much damaged by the weather* must originally have 
11eon a very graceful and elegant structure. The roof of the verandah shows 
a | men liar form of vaulting, and in the am in chandxw several of the large 
enamelled mednllion.s between the arches am still prvRor\ixl- The dome of 
the building has recently been repaired anil mode watertight. 


Of mrrtl Vun »intjhnm ’* f hjttriptioti r 

M The building consists of a single Tim!m fi-i-t 8 mehca aquam with a large 
verandah on the east nr entrant side, 0 feet 11 inches broad and an octagonal 
tower at eaeli corner. The walls are of brkk. The whole building is. *. „oil 
fee t 4 inches h >i tg l >y feet S in cl t« i s I j n >ar i. T] iera arath rc^e doorways i 11 f ron t 
and one at each end of the verandah and three doorways on each side of the 
main room except the west, whore there U the usual prayer njehe. ., ... . 
The lines of hull lenient* are r lightly curved in the Eiengidj fashion and the 
whole is covered with a single dome. Its inscription slab is gone, but tin- panel 
in which it way listed was 4 feet 0 inches which measurement may hereafter per¬ 
haps kad to its identification and discovery. 1 think, however h it may Ije the 
identical inscription of A.H, Stfo preserved by Franckliii, which, he says, was 
copied fmm a mosque s called Mahajantok adjoining the Latt *15 Muatjwl and of 
the same kind of architectum.' Now this description can apply only to the 
ChilmkaUi .1 laxjid which stands in the very middle of Miduijuritoia at about 
half a mile from the IxitUm Masjid s with which it correaponds most exactly, 
both in ground plan, and in style of architect lire/" Hence in all probability 
this mosque was erected by Sultan Yusuf Shah, son of ttfirlhak Shah, in 880 

A.H.(I475 A.D.). 
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12, ThkTantipara MAfijm. 

[Probable date of erection 14SO A. TXf 

/learropj/oH fry frVmrfl/ f 'tuiiu atjhft m , 

14 Thin mosque* is nn oblong brick building of two iink^, divided by Four 
stone pillars down tin'middle, Jt is 78 fret by 31 feet inside, and *M feet by 



44 feet outside „ with an net agonal tower at each comer, The walls are Cth feet 
thick, with five arohrnl openings in front and two at each end. The outer 


Fig. ! 1 Fnf€riw qf tftr. T&hftp3fu Mtisq t«v Gaur. 
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faces are ornamented w itli large panels with projecting Howored Orders, each 
panel luring decorated with a pointed arch, under which is. the usual hclhdiaped 
ornament suspended from a long chain. The to were also an- ornamented in 
the game style. The battlement in front has the favourite Bi-npil curve or 
rise on the centre, above which rise ten hemispherical domes 1 . ....... To 

my taste this- ttioeiquo is the finest of all the huiltfitigB now- remaining in Guur. 
Its ornamentation is rich a ml effective, and the large decorated panels stand 
out in high relief against the plain walls. The w hole building k of a uniform 
rich red colour that is much more pleasing,...., + + than the gaudy glared 

tiles of the Latkiif Mcisjid 11 (Report, pp. tiL-fl2)* Tiintlptirii means the quarter 
for the weaver class. The mosque, though probably built by Mlrsfid Khan 
s (vida xtipra. pp. f«2 and (i"S j_ k known locally as *jJmur Qa^I's Mosque and is 
also called by the people after the name of the weavers r quarter.. In the 
northern comer of the mosque n tnkht (or raised platform—probably for the 
ladies) used to exist, ft i< likely that the face of the wall underneath the 
(aMit and immediately below the northcmiiiost mihruh was broken, or, if 
there wits a mihroh at all beneath the tol'Af, it was certainly separated from 
the mihmh above. There were windows with trellis work in the north and 
south walls. Xo trace of this jfifi work is now visible, and they remain open* 

Though not strictly in accordance with iirvhfenhigjenl practice, it would 
be an interesting experiment if some rich and public spirited Muhammadan 
would offer to bear the cost of repairing the broken portion of the east wall 
and reproducing the ornamentation. Local masons can do the dower work 
on bricks with their chtaek (a jieeidjair instrument which they have had 
handed down to them from ancient times), The present arrangement of 
[Hitting plain brick facing is riot ut all pleasing. 

Creighton, wlnlo sketching this mosque, also indicated the existence of a 
very big building on the ru>r tier ted side of it. It scorns to have been an out¬ 
house for travellers, or it may have been intended for n Mndrasah. It no 
longer exist*. 


13. The Lattan Mahjid, 

[Possibly constructed in 147o by Sultan Yusuf Shah.] 


This line mosque lies a few yards east of the Nawlbganj Road near tlic 11th 
milestone. It was once entirely covered with enamelled brickwork, hut 
now the greater portion of the facing is gone. The worn -out portions have 
Iwam restored with old bricks. According to Creighton, an inscription found 
In the vicirdty showed that it was built by'SuMn Yusuf -Shall in m> All. 
(147o A.UJ ; but he may have been referring to the Mahajontohi iuserip 
Ison which Cunningham haw assigned to the Chamkattj moaque. As. 
however, lhe two moaqucn an identical in plan, they may wry well huve 
bom erected by the name King. The Moor of the mosque was formerly 


1 Those all fell during I [*e> Bfuthquak* of 1&&J5 A. IX 
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damaged by certain persons who era used holes to In? dug in various places 
while searching for Hidden treasure, but the damage has now been repaired* 
The interior of this mosque is in good condition, rind the door ami windows 
have been closet! by wire netting to prevent bats from entering, 

(wtneral Cunningham*# description, 

** The ground plan of the Lattun Muftjid is exactly the same as that of the 
CHfimkatti Mosque. Both are square rooms covered by a single dome, with a 



Fig r iS r —Tfti' Titian Masjtri. 

verandah or corridor in front. The main room of the Lattnii k 3-1 feet square 
and tlie corridor is "t S feet long hy 11 feet wide. The two side walls of the 
mosque and the front wall of the verandah are each thick but the 

f ho lit LLtirl back walls of the main room are Id feet " inches. The whoJe building 
is therefore only 72 \ feet long and "d feet broad outside. The corridor has 
three arched openings in front, undone at each end, the middle arch In-jug 
fl feet II inches s]mn h the wide arches a feet a inches, and end arc-lies 4 feet 
9.1 inches. The mosque itself has three openings in the front and sides, of the 
same dimensions as those of the corridor front. The back wall lias three 
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niches corresponding to tin:- doora on the other three sides, The square (of 
the main room) i* changed into an octagonal form by arches springing from 
b!ack stone pillar, 17 inches thick, which *ecm to l»c of Hindu workmanship. 
Above the octagon is .■ very flat vault, over which rises the hemispherical 
dome/" 

As 2 k3ready observed, H ' the whole Mui'fiicc of the mnajid* both inside anil nut- 
side, was once covered with glazed tiles 1 in various patterns of four colours, 
green, yellow, blue and white, the pattern being formed of hexagons touching 
at the angles, with triangular pieces, alternately white and bine, in the inter¬ 
stices * * * Francklin turn given an enthusiastic description of 

the beauty of this mosque, which he thinks is not surpassed for il elegance of 
style, lightness of construction; nr tadufnl devolution* in any part of upper 
Hindustan/' Cunningham agrees its to the pleading appearance of the build- 
ipg T hot states that “ lightness of construction k just the pnint in which the 
Muhammadan architecture of Bengal fads..,. For graceful out line, tjcuuiy 
of ornament, and stiiteluiee* of appearance, L greatly prefer the old Minar, 
the Tantipwru Mosque, and the Dikh i I Gateway " (Report* pp. 112-05), 

♦Vote an th* nam* ' Lattun. 1 

There is a local tradition that the mosque was built by a dancing girt who, 
being a favourite of some King, Required much wealth and built the beautiful 
mosque with all the money she had, as u meritorious work. She eon coaled 
her name and put the King s name in the inscription tablet. The original 
meaning of the word is a 1 Tumbler pigeon/ it may therefore he that the 
dime tug girl received her name iMttun fmm her acrobatic dancing. 

On this subject, the late J>r. Bloch wrote oa follmi'a:— 

4L 1 may mention in ^ssing that the modem name of this mosque, Latan 
Atrwjitt Y generally Iuih been explained uw 'the Dancing DirTs Mosque " and 
that the word has been taken as a corruption of the Bengali word for 

1 dancing girl/ Nairn ,—in S&nskrit tm(J. I am quite willing to accept this 
explanation, but 1 very much doubt if it really menus that the mosque was 
built by a dancing gjrh From ancient Indian inscriptions we certainly know 
of several instances where dancing girls/ or any other women of a similar 
class, called OmuMin Sanskrit, joined with Buddhist monks or nuns, and with 
respectable laymen and lay women, in adorning w sacred $tupa or temple 
of their religion. However* l entertain grave doubts if the M aula vis* Imam* arid 
Khadims, even at the capital of the Muhammadan Kingdom of Bengal; ever 
would have deigned to accept the gift of « mosque, if if'came from a dancing 

* The art gf inuikiiii? em tunii' tiles m bright colours htilL survives in Sindh r Tb 11 
colouring of the hm'-k'f hu# almost dbapijcareil and tlu* in l he wj*||p< hnvo Ipoen tilled 
with plain elil^lhtl brick*. Then* rib irliil jvi criming sunny wom-oiu {Xtrlnmi *jf ti» brick- 
fucing On tin? OUtuldff, nun. I ihc^c roc^iiiHuirilnr repairs to tli-o^e eElec ted on t In- kfi*;ik' i wdIIh. 
The lb>*b pniii'in^H in Cement, done to i bn ikvayod port Loiiri* tjok very i’Jjp ti.rrt-lc 

ftt lb* jPOtMiip if nqNurod up lo the lop, would r&n'oitf t- 1 HOfwe extent the fb my f tfRUfy. 

Tlwre lu a tank on the ms' dde T which wsa formerly iftehld&d in %hg lUOe-^lc cuiupoi+nd* 
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girl. although she might Imvi? been k«iih‘ Kurt nf an Ancient dame aujt tamrlim, 
who, with the- approach of old age, might have repented, and eflspressed a desire 
to atone for her former life, by some kind of meritorious w ork like the building 
of a mosque. Even if we accept such a theory, 1 am afraid we are laying too 
miseh stress oil a name which we owe merely to the modern tradition current 
among the ignorant peasants, who now live at the sit** of the ancient capital 
nf Bengal, Another explanation of the ward /Mian Mn^jid has occurred to 
me, to winch 1 feel very much inclined to give the preference. 1 accept the 
cum* hi inter [irt? tat bin of (he word Lakm a* a corruption of the Bengali w- rd 

Xn?*r\ (Hanekril uaff) p a a dancing girl.' But the mosque received this name 
not because it wna built by a duiicing girl, hut on account of its gaudy appear- 
anec F both inside and outside* decked all over wit h glazed tiles in bright colours, 
such as white and blue, mid green arid yellow. The mosque itself, on that 
account* suggested to the ignorant peasants of modern Uaur the idea of a 
dancing girl, covered w-ilh hrigid garments and glittering jewels* and the name 
iMiati Masjid thus really means * the mosque* which resembles a dancing 
girl./ and not the 4 dancing girl a mnaque/ M (t'oiwervatinn Notes, Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, 7th April \ 


14. Bat is i k o f Ft v v. , \ rc ii e s . 

[Date of construction HI l£ A H, (1457 A.D.h] 

This bridge* which lies I between the Lattan Manful and the Kot trait 
u'ftztih, is paved with bricks and stands and has a gentle ascent ami relent, 
it appearo to he uf great antiquity, and " consists of five pointed arobes* the 
middle one ltcing 11 feet ft iiieho span, tin- next one on c-aeh aide lo feel 
:i| inelu-s, and the end arches IP feet ] inch. The pier* id*., lessen in the 
same manner, the two middle one* being JO feet Ip inches thick, and the otic r 
two only 0 feet 3 inches. The roadway is 27 1 feet broad ami 275 feet long," 
A simitar bridge is to be isecn south of the Ounmant Mosque. These two were 
built Oyer a rivulet which constituted the main drain and means of access to 
the interior of the town. The inscription found by Cuaniagham very near 
this bridge lias lieen published by Bloch matin in the Journal of ike Asiatic 
Soeit'ttf of Bengal fVoh XLIV, p. 28i>) and may Ik* t ran-luted as follows 

“ The building of this bridge took place in the l ime of the just Sultan Xilflir- 
udduruyA waddin Abu I Muz&ffar Mahmud Shnh t the Sultan, on the 5th day nf 
Sa /a r Alay Allah ft]low the man th to pass with suers-ss am i vietory 1 A. H. 

B ' (2*1 rd Decern bar 1457)* 


15. Title Pithawal! Masjid* 

This wt is a little to the north'west of the Kotwali Gate and is said to have 
been built by a woman who used to make and sell pilhu# (dour cakes}. The 
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ruins of this mosque which sure now in a hamlioo thicket cun be from the 
public roadn In atmur (SHI it was dratroyed. mid only a fragment now remains 
in the shape of a broken wall, 1 

16. Thk Kotwali Darwajuh. 

This id the central gate in the smith wall of the city of G*ur near MaiidipfLr, 
Tt had it magnificent archway which has now fallen in. hut before this happen^ 1 
(Yt-ightnn made a good sketch ti f the gate fr/tfr also RavcTfeshaw'H photograph— 
op. cit^ Plate 1(1). The gateway had ,l brick arch 30 feet high arid HI feet 
0 inches span. It is said that tin* Thief of Police was stationed here. Thcreure 
battlements east and west of the gateway, ami on each aide apertures still exist 
from which to lire on an enemy, General Cunningham says : i£ This gateway 
appears to me to be of a much earlier style of architecture than that of the 
Citadel gates. On each latte, both inside and outside d there arc two sloping 
semi-circular towers 6 feet In diameter. On each side of these towers there are 
deep niches with pointed arches resting on ornamental pillars. As all theac 
peculiar features, the sloping towers, tlte deep riidies and the highly decorated 
pillars an* characteristic of the early Muhammadan architecture of Delhi, it 
seems to me not improbable that thin gateway may Ijolong to the same period r 
or sometime between the [date of the earliest Muhammadan inscription found in 
Gaur, 1235 A.D.—tempore fhamish] and the death of Aliluddiu Muhammad 
KhaljT [in 1315] when the influence of Delhi was ptiminent in Ijiklumnti,” 
(Report, p, 70.) 


17. Thk DurNurn aik , ok Rajhi'ui. Masjid. 

This in a small mosque to the south-east of the Kotwalj (date, and lies between 
the two tanks called LSalua Dighf and KJmnii Gigli L The former is n X X S 
tank with (he District Board mad running near it on the west, while the 
Khinia DighT Is a smaller EXW tank u quarter of a inile to the north- 
emt of the northern end of the Bulua DighL The 12th mile stone from 
English Bazar is found near the north-west corner of the latter tank- The 
mosque in question is 62 feet in length by 42 feet ih breadth. There is 
one large dome, and on the cant side three small ones, sn that it in similar 
in count ruction to the LtttPin Masjid. The inatdo room is 2# feet square, 

IS* The Daha&Baei Masjii*. 

[Date SK4 A.H. (1470 A.IX): Builder s name Sultan Yusuf Shah.] 

Between Mahdipur and Rru/piir there is a plot of land which jraplc call 
EktraJwri (the lecture mom, or dfndmwih— probably because a well-known 

1 From Jiuchaniin h reference fit thn end df 3ii* oecsousit of NVhnagar tiuhvi (Purriea, 
prf* df., p, Kli) it appearJI that thti m)min who huslt thin mosqm - at (iaiip, |j V i*d in the (iTinj 
of Shah Shcija*. mid nauio a mad fnim K-ljmjihah so join in Neimagtir a main road from 
GfllW soil PmidiM rautmeted 150yratm pivvioiudy in f hr time of Hli&ain Blrah. H. K* S* 
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madrasah was attached to the adjoining mosque). In thus place stands a large 
mosque built of brick with stone pillars. Itis III feet 0 inches long by 07 feet 
6 inches wide, but the roof has all fallen in. Thu existing portions of the walk 
on the west and south have recently been repaired and the tops made water- 
tight. Thu interior of the mwquu was full of carved work, most of which 
has now disappeared. The moeque ha* three divisions. Tie central hall was 
ol feet by 2S feet II inches and it was covered with a barrel-shaped roof, The 
side rooms were 42 feet broad. A re rand oh, lb feet 0 inches wide, was 
included in t his mosque on the east side. There was also a ladies gallery, or 
raised platform, in the north-west earner of ihu building. A small projection 
nf the gallery (18 feet by U feet) is still to be neon un the north side with 
some beautiful ornament*] work. The Balua Dighl lies about a quarter oi 
n mile to the cast of the mosque, on tin* other side of the District Board 
roftrt. 


fiuim/rfjoii* 


In |H7i> n Ibirgr Tuffhttt ihijcripLioji, meaanriiig II f«- l t ^ inclion in length Mini 
2 feet I inch in height wtus found hy Jliihi B&kfagfr under a heap o! 

rubbish at this place. It is now lying in the < uloui ta Mtiseum numbered 323®, 
and a reproduction of it (from (hinninghaut'a Report) may be seen in the 
aimexetl Plate ill Owing to the great length of Urn inscription it lias had 
to be divided into two parts- Thu reading ami translation are given below 

^dJl J[S j |j*i juji £* M aXi -*?- 1 "**Jl 0 1; tix'' 1 -* J'* 


jH* ii*J| of 4fi| ^ 40 ^ (* U J ^ u U ’ 

^Jl . V j ; J| <iUU ^ri'l JcUll a tbLJl e^Jl ^ j5 

L_tfw^ jifeJl jM y c fJ> 

4I11 jia ^iu-ji ^ ^ rLUii 


vf- 


jJUj 


> f-J 


jU 




U j dXilaiw- j 

* ii^s7dt j 


Tranflntion.— Almighty Allah said : ’ Surely all mosques belong to Allah, 
NO do not associate any one with Allah.* The Prophet Inis also said 1 Whoever 
builds a masque lor Allah, Allah u’ill build for him a similar palace m larndfan. 
ThUJSnu 1 mnaque was built by the.Just and Oreut Sultan, Uid of people alul 
nations, the Saltan, son of the Sultan, son of the Sultan. Shuiusuddumya wad- 
Ufn Abul MuzaJfar YtW Shah, the Sultan, sou of Kirbak Sluih, the Sultau, 
sru. of Mahmud Shall the Sultan. May Allah perpetuate his rule and 
sovereignty, and may his generosity and benevolence lie diffused through 
the whole world 1 (Dated) in the Hijnt year 884.’ (147W A.D.). 


7s 


juiikjuiis of uauu ani> famica. 



■j iff. tfi.—Ntfiifii f i^Mtn \t&Afftrc n t'iriiz pr, Ca'nirr. 
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19. Thk Hmau Gomikn MoHyite At VlntwCn. 

[ Built Iiy Wall Si u ham mad in the reign of Suit on Husain Shah 1493-1519.] 

Thi*i mosque, which is .situated in the southernmost quarter of Gour, on the 
eastern side uf the NawuhgBjij road, 14 miles from English Bazar, and at the 
south-west corner of ei Urge eont by west tank. is commonly called the 
CMofi iSVjjhUi Masjid ; but we have also been told that another name hs lho 
the tradition lieing that it wat? Unit by n eunuch 1 ' 
It Is built cif brick faced with stone. The building is a * 'rectangular block 
* .M2 feet by 521 f wt outeide and about m M fcH high. The interior is 10 feet 
4 inches by 40 feet 9 ineh€* p divided into three longitudinal aisles with five 
arched doorways in front. Thi three middle bays forming the 

nave are each roofed with four flat segments of vaulting, meeting in the midd le ; 
the sis oilier Uiy.s, ofi each side, being covered with small hemispherical 
domes." Three domes aim! a (part of the western wall fell In during the earth - 
quake of IH97 : hut since then jin 1900) they iutvc been restored by Government 
and all the trees from the top anti walfej cleared away. There arc 12 hemis¬ 
pherical domes and three pyrjmuilid domes in tho mosque. The pyramidal 
domes are in she middle and contain ornamental mse* all over the inside 
face r 

As nuiy hr seen from the annexe I i Illustrations, the Sana Mtwjid of KTrnsc- 
I'alr has Mt me very Cue curving on it, in eontnisi to the front of the 
Bnriidwtm (the Great Golden MoKqHr) F which i* almost pkin. 

" The doorways are bordered wit h broad bands of ornament, but the cutting 
Is shallow' anti the carving is nut observed till one arrives quite close to the 
building. . . . The smne shallow carvings also occupy niches, between 

the doorways, 

“ Th iikwwipfiuii slab, which is placed over the middle doorway, hns lost 
I milk the upper light hand corner and the lower left hand Comer urn I with the 
hitter the Hifft* date of the erection of the building ; hut as the name uf the 
King (Husain Khali) ia given we know th ltd was bush, between the years AH. 
mj and 92T», or A,th 14313 and lot lb" ft kimirigjinm— slight|y correct t d.) 

The following is the text of the inscription over the middle doorway :— 

^ JUS 

eU| ^I| j jjb 4iil *X*te~* jrnjjJ U) 4Bl Jli 

Vj*i t' 1 L S~" ^ U^-- ft j 3 J 

1 .Mr, Fetch, lalia fT-ol Lector o MaUluh« waa of opinion that the BHwqwr* was built by the 
Trvwtuivr in (dwwyo i.jf eIie royal Hunt ft. 
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Hindu image# in- the Small Golden Mosque* 

CrsMton in his " Ruiis« of Gour has published sketches of Ihe hgun-B 
of tin- Vanlhn-Avaturii, Siviinl (nr, mem* probably* Saraswati^ Brabmanl, and 
Bbawani (Siva)+the Hindu gods and gtkld#^ whose image** ’w ere found Inside 
the mosque. The stones codtaieling tilesc images were Bet up in the wall with 
the figure inside mid the freshly ornamented hack surface outside. As 
Creighton points out, the Muhammadan rulers did not like to keep any Hindu 
temple in their dominion and so they destroyed the temples and utilised the 
material* in the construction of the mosque*. It seems to the writer that the 
builder of the mosque had collected the stones containing the figures of the 
Hindu gods from the citadel of Oaur where temples must have existed in the 
time of the earlier Hindu kings. The builder did not expect that the figures 
Humid ever come to light, but the changes of time caused a certain port Lon of 
the west will I to fall down and the images were ex posed 1 * 3 * 


The Ltidie.x* Gallt:ry. 

In the north-west comer of the ruasjid there is a raised stone platform for 
the accommodation of ladies. It is partly broken, and one of the missing 
stones measuring feet .‘i inches by +.i feet \h lying in the Ikinjah of ^hoh 
Ni'mntultiih. If brought back* it w ould till the vacant place exactly. 


3fitcrlhnfoy# Sate* an the Chhoti Bona J ta&jid. 

(n) The face-stones of the prayer-niches of the west wall were removed when 
the wall odkpd. It is understood that the whole structure of one of the 
prayer-niches is now" in a Museum in England. 

(fr) There exists a gate in a ruined slate on the east side of the mosque. 
It was originally faced w ith atone-work but now all the facing* are gone and 
the interior is exposed. The com pound i a now fenced with a wire fencing and 
a wrought iron gate. 

(c) The late Dr. T. Bloch in 11 m HJ made the following remarks on the con¬ 
servation of this monument ; — 

** 1 have been very much pleased with the restored tile-work around the 
springing of some of the new domes in this mosque r and especially ^n ilh the new 


1 On the other hand, froua Mandqiue^ statcnwnl i&p, fit rr p, I2£) tltil, in 1B4J , he -nw 
%DH Of Ldolft standing in ftiebs mirrmiisded by curved and leaven items 

m^rvoir* in Gftu<\ «t w quite possible that- -exwpi during poriodij of pciwoutinn -the 

.Mi,jlLAtcniLLii3iirfc KitlgJ of U^ur aJlo^d iiLuU and Hindu tompl'x to n?mn:n unmolested in 
their capital,—li. ti. 8. 
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ornamental stone tablet in the outer facade, to the riel it of the ecJitta! n L. 
The work has been dune by a atone-cutter from Ben arcs T who copied the 
slightly damaged corresponding basalt tablet on the left side. It Ik certainly 
ah good us any old work ever could have been;, and it L* cornea perfect Ey evident 
that t if we had got the coin plate design J with all necessary details, of any of those 
ancient mosques, It would merely lx- a question of expenditure to restore it 
to its origin it I state. 

(dj Tiro tomb*.- “At a little distance from the mnsjid then- are two stone 
tomb**. , t standing on a raised platform 15 feet long by H)| fed broad. 
Botli tqmhs bear inscriptions at the head or northern end!f>- but they 
contain only [the names of Allah and the KoliTnaft (Muslim formula of 
faith)]. Creighton suggests that the tombs may fje tho»c of the founder of the 
nioaque and one of his kindred ” (Cunningham). Local tradition however myx 
that these tire fictitious tombs and that the buEtder hoarded I m wealth there. 


20. The Tomb of Shaji NVmatl-llAh. 

The tomb lies about half a mile to the north-n est of the ( 'Mon Soma Afasjid 
and on the western bank of a large north by south tank. It is n line single- 
domed building erected over the remains of the Saint, and is endowed with 
Land said to yield an income of about Its, 1,500 a year. 

Munshl I hi hi Rnkhsli Mat es that Shah Nimatnlhih was 11 a native of Karnaul 
In the province of Delhi, and was a great traveller. In the course of his wander¬ 
ings he came to Rajmahat where he was much honoured by Sultan Slmjab 
At last he settled in the Flruzpur quarter of Guur a where he died, according to 
one account, in 1075 A.H. (1064 A,P,} and according to another, 1080 (MMl },’ 1 
The Persian chronogram of his death In given as Nimatulluh hul\r 'ulnm 
mudMm— XPumtnllrdi is an everlasting Ocean of Learning ! : the numerical 
value of the I^eid&a letters adding up to 1075. 

8 hflh Ni matullah was a devout Muhammadan. If i* saill that when Sharif 
Khan, with some of his wounded retainers, was brought (after a fight near 
Tan da) before Shah ShupV to be beheaded, they were nil saved by the Saint 
who requested Bhah Shuja! not to kil them. In this shrine Mure is the- 
gate inscription of Husain Shah dated A,H, 9IS (AJJ. 1M2) which has 
already been quoted (under No. 9 p. 67). In the same compound— but now 
wrongly placed on what k said to be the tomb of Mir (dmlam Husain Khan, 
the author of the S Iycwlr l- J/u fa J khkkirin , may lie noticed another inscription 
which records the building of a gate by Khan Jab an dated the 10 th Zit Hijja 
870 AJf. (I4tW> A.D. a i.e. F in the reign of Kiiknuddm Barba k tfbah). 

11 The tomb [of the saint] is a regular Barddwari or 1 Twelve Honrs, us it is 
a square building with tlin e openings on each fact 1 . It is 411 feet on each 
side, With an inner apartment ill feet square enclosing the actual tomb J' 
(Cunningham, op, cit. t p 7 b) 
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Jtinii' Sfosqti -■ attached to the Shriur. 

A mosque with three dames lle-s immediately to the south-west of the shrine* 
It \b in good condition arid w said to have lm*eu hiaifit by the Saint. Both the 
mosque ati<l the tomb are much frequented by Muhammadans who visit them 
in large numbere to offer prayers. 


Tali-Khuna, or Hot IV t ilth* r Jift tiding. 

This i s a brick building situated in the middle of the west bank of the big 
tank, immediately to the south of the* Jttwi L Mosque at Hrilzpilr, and some say 
that iShah Sliujir built this two-storied building for Shah Xi'niatuhah. It ia 
118 feet long from north to south and about feet wide. It has many rooms, 
with verandah* un ^joth sides, but is now in adilapidated condition, The roof 
is a Bat-terraced one. The central room is said to be where Shah Shuju' used 
to sit : and the budding is the only one in Gaur in which wooden beams are 
reinforced in concrete work 11 w also sail! that the building was cornstouctefl 
for the temporary stay of Shnh Shuja* when he tame to visit bis Mur&hid 
(spiritual guide) r Shah Nhiiatulluh, at Hruxpiir. The building has n very 
pleasing apimiruncc when seen from the opposite side of the tank ; but is now 
completely d«wrU'd owing, it is sakl, to the severe type of fever that breaks 
out each Haim in the locality. 


AMraet of n l-arman granted by tht Emperor Aumnffitft to Shah 
NPmatullah of Firuzpfir. 

ik As due regard and respect ami the fulfilment of t he desires ami inclinations 
of the Saiyids, when are directly cornierdetI with the Prophet, is deeply rooted 
in the generous ami pkuis mind [of the Snhim). during this auspicious jjeriod 
an example of Royal munificence lain been evinced towards Shah 
Xi iuatulhlh, the Asylum of the Saiyids and of the Xoblcra and of tho e well 
Acquainted with the art of ffaqjqat and Ma'rifat (spiritual knowledge), 
and an exalted Ftirmfi it from the Shelter of Benevolence and Kindness hm 
been issued to the effect that a sum of Els, 5,000 from the Partjana 
Dar-Sarak in Sarhlr Jennatlhid in the Sabah (Province ) of Bengal with 
effect from the beginning of the autumn harvest be granted to him us hia 
maintenance and fur that of his descendants, so that he may pass his life in 
case anil comfort and continue to pray for the ever-increasing prosperity 
of the Empire. 

“ This Imperial Ol der shall be coils idcred by alt State Officiate as permanent „ 
and the _1 fatwi# yielding an income of Its. 5,000 from the above-mentioned 
Pargtma shall be made over to him for ids maintenance. The above sum 
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should be considered as an addition to the grant for jm ftdad-i'm'mh (expense ) 
mode to the Holy man by a former Forman In sin the late Sultan. 

IL Anything (i.e., grant) not mentioned in this Farmnn shrniId Ik; considered 
as cancelled l, _ 1 


21 . The GF^srAST Masjid* 

[Probable date : 889 A.H. (1484 A.£>.)■] 

General Cu nnhigh n m 's Dese ri pt ion (] 879). 

This old mined mosque is not noticed by any of the writers on the anti- 
quitira of Gtuir, most probably on actionnt of its very ruinous stale, It stands 
near the village of Malullpur on the bank of the Rhagirathl or old Ganges, 
just half a mile to the south of the Citadel, and less than half a mile to the west 
of the Liltta7i MmjicL It is very briefly noticed hy Mr. King i Pfoc , .4. S* B* t 
i 87*1 F p, 94) as * the Giinnat Mosque, a largo stone building without Inscrip¬ 
tion/ Now there is a long inscription of Fath 8hah r dated A.H. S89, at present 
lying at .Mahdlpur outeiefo a temporary mosque, with a thatched roof, which is 
said to have been brought from n mined musj id to the south of the village by 
a Hindu about 20 yeans ago. As his son died soon after, the man thought that 
the stone had brought bod luok p and therefore got rid of it by depositing it at 
the thatched nuisjEd of his village. It seems probable therefore that this slab 
may have belonged to the Gtmmant Masj id, as it was actually found not far 
fmm it. 

“ As the niasjid stands on the bank of the river, it was easily accessible 
to pilferers during the rainy season. Nearly one-half of it has accordingly been 
earned off to MurshidaliTul and oilier places. All the lower part up to the 
springing of the arches was marie of atone, rough blocks or bcmldem inside, with 
cut facings. Tho arches and domes were all of brick, 

M Tho ground plan of this manjid is similar to that of the great Adina Mosque 
at Punduu. and differs from that of every other mosque in Gaur itself. It 
consists ol a centre room 51 feet long by Id feet 10 Inches broach extending 
from the front to the back wall. It is covered by a ribbed vault with gable 

1 TW o rig in nil Funmln poulcj not be trawl but wtitierl oofrfu, hoth of ihU/jtnwin— 
which wm reported lo the Empeor on (-] jRabi* |F P M>77 A.H. (a, Oqt. JdtiU A-IX) m 
laftvmjz been i-otn plied with—-u well n* oi the imHIftr/urrhaa of Hhnh Johan, ^hieh wua 
dated 10 ttfibi' II S 1013 A.H. (f. Opt, 5th, A .!>.), are available m the Mlfdjih 

CotlflVtcrate. Tin; earlier order was unO forbidding the levying of any las On 400 
hi*fh*t* of waste land i bat SaivJd N^mntnUah Lint h roejrht under cultivation at FEruzpur 
in tiaur arui from the proem*!* of which lie maintained a Mnttque and Khnnqfik lhai he 
had built then?. Ftrom the dates of the two/nnwiw*, it IS evident that the Sato t resided 
at least 33 year* at Kfribtpiir mid that llu- dAf<- of Jortu A.H, for hi* death tV more pn>- 
tnsbl> correct. thnn Hip oim «mrapondifl|{ to Um? ehromegraim — El. K, 8. 
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I’luls, #nd li^! ji window high up in the tuck wait uviir the pravfT-iiichc. On 
uoh side there are three aisles with four openings to the front. Then? lire, 
therefore, 12 squares on each side, which are covered with hemispherical brick 
domes resting on atone pillars I foot inches square 1 , The four middle piers 
which support tin? vaulted roof are octagonal, with hnses 4^ fert square, and a 
pilaster on ciuh face corresponding with the smaller pillars of the aisles. The 
whole of the facing of the Imek wall and side walls has been stripped off : hut 
aa it measures in its present rough state rather more than 7 feet in thickness, it 
could not have been less than 8 feet originally. The whole building was 
therefore I-lU feet St inches in length by 5b feet in breadth outside., . The 
mosque also had a corridor along the whole front, as shown by a portion of 
the vaulted roof which stitl remains. This would have increased the breadth 
by about IS feet, thus bringing it tip to 77 feet, which is just the same as 
that of the Great Golden Mo*que. T> 


22. The Ckhota Saoab f>non : and Bhtfa (raised plinth of the house) 
Of Phasd Sai oaoar (alias THE RelbarI Madrasah). 

Beyond the TilntTpiri Mosque, and at about the same distance from the 
Nawabg&nj road to the east, as tin' Gunnutrit Mus(jiie is to the went, lies a 
large N X S tank— half a mile long- which is called the Chhola Sag&r DighT 
(to differentiate it from the main Sugar Dighi in the north-west of Gaur— vide 
later : No. 27), At the northern end of this tank are to be seen the 
remains of a large building consisting of a number of grey and black polished 
stone pfflare. Though the local people call it “the lihiUi of Chand 
Raudugur yet General f'unningham is more probably correct in referring to 


1 Nine of the dome* on tin* uurtli of the CCnl ral buy bavs collapsed but the tvnJla aw 
standing. Ii i* premtiued that a ladies’ gallery similar to that in iht? Adltm Ma-jid ciLiterlin 
tl|» northern bay of (lib tntNigus. Remit if nl nrnamentnl stones of the r-orin‘1- supporting th<> 
plaibirai have bren collected from t lie-i to for the propped lurnl mn mm at Fngluli HiWtr. 

IJbi-w htonefi have now (l MO) been transferred to the Museum in the ttumt! Gate. The 
Khun Sahib in hi* original test corrected the length of tlie budding to JiiS feet t and the 
figure given bp Cunning} urn in certainly incorrect An nnviauremeuta inode nt my request 
by tin* lr,-at District lu-pcdnr of Schools gave the fellow In ! results :_ 





OuEfijitn, 

XnaLcLd. 

Length 

** 

■ - 

157* 

U2 F tt' 

Urt-lidf |i 

* a- 

# ,. 

59 r 

43' Il d 


I may add thru I tie inscription General Cunn irglutm nfore to U the beautiful 
on* reproduced in Plate XXIII of his Report, but ewe™ ted ujnler the hooding 
Vl’Sl’ F SHAH. .As it hns not apparently been previously read and oontdns most 
mu-re -1 mg allusions to (be geography of either Clour or- in Dre pudwibly— Eastern Jtengul 
where Hwml inscription* of tlie reign of JalWuddfn Fath Shall h,ive been found 
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the site in his map of Oauras that of the &^7r* JlfodfrudczA. If the debris 
were removed, the remains of the building would he revealed and a plan could 
bo prepared. 1 

23, The Kumhhir P\r t or 4 Alouatqr SaI!MT s Tamv. 

Abotit a mile north-ea^t of the Qadam Rasul there h a nuiaonly tomb with 
a large tank adjoining, the water of which k very dear and which k mluibited by 
crocodiles. From olden times people of the neighbourhood have thieved that 
these animals are the attendants of a Saint, mid some (especially nld women) 
hold that u large crocodile there Ls the I*ir Sahib hirnscif. When the flesh 
of a goat (or a cock] is presented aa an offering, the Khcidim (attendant) folds 
the hones and skin into what is called a pudda (orpindd — bundle) P and flings it 
into the tank, at the same time crying out ** Baba Shfih Khircr, be pk-aACil to 

(r/. Blocbraaim Geography sold History of Bengal, - 1 . A. S_ B„ F ] S7 r-i r pp, £82— as 
welt ll> the learning of the ruling .Sulriin, I give 11 rending of the iiwription s« wi'll ha a 
translation btdow : — 

^ J U- I <U.< ti> 

41)1 ^ 40 ^ JU j jUJ| Jl JSj 

|5 ujt^j j'?—JJ Jji Jj J 

WjAt ; ^OoSl fJ £ ^te jU} , riJ| ^ 

^UiL- iti-nii jltJiy! j 5 jjjJI ^U.vJl J JjJ| 

ijl-i J ^1*1 J ^isLw _) 4*1 aL» 

^lASijj j *&*+! | l ^Li+Jl (jJiyi 

^iJUiUS j j ( Pl— j tXm *i* 4*1 ji±i jZy 

Prophet—May the b| racing? and peace of Allah ha on him !—- 
ha 3 Mid : 11 Ho who bail ill a mosquo for AH Ah,. Almighty Allah will build a palace for 
him in Faridl*e.* h Voril y this DKlique wft# buiilt in the time of tbo Sulliin of 3ult&na h \ha 
Valiant Warrior amidst wal^r and day, who is the RmWor of the Scents of the Qurin, 
Leftniwl In all branchon of Li'antin^ IkjiIi ai n'^irdi Religion* t uml 11 1 ■ • (cure of) bodies 
[*-«.. a doctor] + Vitervgontof Allah by deed anti proof, JulftluddumyA waddln AbiiL MuxaUsT 
hath Shall Sultan fc boo of Mahmud Shah, rl^ SnllAn—Mny Allah pteBm-o hi* mto and 
BOYUFuignty 1 — by the tlwat KIiSji mid KxnH+sl K)k#^aEi f wIk* tfUffiii in the gi-nemniiy of 
tho Donoficeuf, the Exalted Khan Dnulnt Khan P CoEninjickilor-in^Cbiof of the Army 
( Waz^i-LoAhitir } — May Allah accept hi eO 3— b Ihe year SSD (A.H_ <=NSi A. f>. ). 

Geneml Omminghani^ Plate (which nk& gives no iniH-rii»tioEi of JoiftluddlrPa elder 
hitsLI ht, Barbak Shsh, tlulcd 808 A.H. from DnJOtnla pfrir later p + lull} haa been n- 
prcduwd as Plato IV.—H. £. S.] 

1 An iEiM'-ri|itiuu belonging to either thk or aoma of her Mndtilimfi in Oaur frjj P , 
that at DnruBharf— No. IS) la given later on pp. 157-8. 
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Emocpt the i*U(lrfri ] . Thereupon a large alligator comes up from under the 
water to tiio Uiik, tabs the pudda and goes back again. §ometimeA h though 
called, he does not come, or if he comes, does not take the pudda* oven 
though entreated to do so^ and then the donor suspects that it is from some 
fault of Ills that the offering i.< not received. It should !>e mentioned here 
that the practice of offering puddu is growing out of date ami is not followed 
with the same enthusiasm as in the past. 


24, Pitasbahi Task. 

Proceeding farther northward on our return journey, a large tank only 
slightly smaller thrrn the Ch hoia Sugar Dighl is found on the- eastern aide of 
the main toad, close to the place w here the side road leading to the Bamdwari 
(Great Cokli n Mosque] and the Ddfchit Darmlzah turns off to the west. 
ThU m near the 8th milestone, and the tank is known m the PitpUbnri Dighi* 

A bungalow has recently bwn built hen? hy the Dwtrict Board, an the west 
bank of this tank. Tradition narrates that the water of this tank was formerly 
very impure and most Injurious to health, and that condemned criminals were 
avowed to drink nothing hut the water from this tank and so periled. Abul 
Faz\ tells us “ Criminal capitally condemned were allowed no otlu-r drink than 
tills water, but Akhar skipped this practice/' Major Franck! in, however, 
describes the water aa exec I lent which, in fact, it still is. The name Fif/axban 
—tli?' " abode of thirst —must refer to the building in which prisoners were 
confined. Oil the west bank of the tank and near the bungalow then? is a jmcai 
ghni with two stone clephante, one on each aide, about 3 foot below water 
level. The cause of these bring placed here. and who made them and why, 
are matters as y&fcunexplained. 


123. TamaltOLa at Ramkkij, 

The small village called Ritmkcll which hi s midway between t he Htlrddimn 
May id and the Piyiahuri Bungalow, deserves a visit from any one who halts at 


1 Thin m A relic of pre-XIuhtuumndun Khizr in tin cast L* tbft God ol Water 

anrJ of Rivera. In the wrat has even beeonio tlie |mt ran Saint of Eogbmd* S(. Cicorgc, 
ThnniLdnxit Ben gat offerings Ate mods lo tank* nnd rivera on Thunidny evening ; hut 
cftpftX'inlJy on the hut Thimiday vi the month of Bkttim (Aupint ^ in which the 

annual roiiw begin to CUM. Ornamented boats mode of plmteia fetlYe* fc or pjijner, rind haring 
in them offering* of food And n light, are IfeftUHl On tu the water by the woman worsliippftEft 
in honour of Hw Gwl The object in apparently to protect tin-ir relatives when jaumeyfog 
by river or on tho «. Our author'd account of the feeding of the crocodile in muted, 
with tflighl Alterations, from Mimaki Thih! Bakhah, and m very similar io the dAOTiptlon 
by Buchanan■ HkniiHon of the behaviour of two ecooodilcii in a tank at M.itiyiri (c/. pp + 
75-6 of V. H. JaelrarWh edition of Ef, Ihirimiuiri'ti «Account oF l J Lirm-n L ||- H. 11 S. 
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the bungalow, oris making a tour round the ancient buildings of Gaur that arc 
to be found in the vicinity. It way here that Chaftanya, the great religious 
reformer of Bengal, arrived in the month of Jtth (June) on his way to Briiula- 
ban during the reign of Sultan Husain Shah. and halted for a few days at a 
place in the village now famous as TamaJtoliL The famal tree under which he 
flat is still in existence, between four kefr-betdamha trees, and it is said that this 
was the epot nt which not only did the Sultana Brahmin Ministers, Rup and 
Saimtnn, become ( 'haitanya's disciples, but iSnltan Husain himself had an in¬ 
terview with the Master, 

The trees are now surrounded by a raised platform (fU/ml, and oh this an 
inscribed tablet has recently (1929) l>een erected showing Cli&itunya sitting in 
meditation. There is also a footprint in stone of the Master’s feet. Besides 
the larger _\ :< S tank (about 800 feet by 300 feet) called Rup Sagur that 
has already been mentioned on p. *H r there arc also four small tanks to the 
north and south of the chabtiUm which arc called by the names of Si/dma 
Kunda, MddkS Kttmla, Lolita Kunda and Bi&dkhu Kunda it is said after the 
names Ckf similar tanhs at Brindabaiu Local tradition states that these four 
tanks atTamaltolu were excavated by Jiv Goawaml, the nephew of Rup and 
8 anl tan. 


20* Two Pi LIARS. 

Two handsome stone pillars stand near the 7 th milestone of the N&wabganj 
Road, on the east side, under a tree. They arc very similar to the stone columns 
nf the Great Golden Mosque, and, inoit probably, gdco formed jmrt of the 
Ladies'Gallery of that mosque. Local tradition, however^ sayu that they 
belonged to the house of a Diwan, or Prime Minister, of a King of Gaur. 

The bases of the pillars are now strengthened with earthwork and the 
front portion of the compound inclosed in with wire-fencing. 


27, The Great Saoais Djghi. 

This enormous tank lies about six miles south-west of English Biaiifir on the 
north of the road leading to the Qanga Snan, or bathing gftftifon the Bhigirathl- 
thc former IhuI of the Ganges — at fraMidlfiJipur, and it is nearly one mih long 
by half a mile broad ; the actual water measures GOTO yards by 800 yards. 
The length it* from north to south, proving its Hindu origin. It liad six mason* 
ry ghdi& or landing places* each HO yk ids in breadth r four of which faced 
each other on the east and west banks, while there was also one nt each of the 
north and south ends. These are now' only distinguished by the mass of bricks 
and stones accumulated over their sites and by the more gradual slope of the 


no 
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bank towards the waters edge. This gmit work Ls said to have been commence 
ed in the reign of Li t kb an Son aboutthe middle of the lEtti century AJ>} It h 
now full of weeds, but Is still :i beautiful sight; while the water is pure* * and 
sweet up to the present day. 


28- Tomh os Shaikh Arorr Sir* jruidu -I t sm* s. 

The tomb of this saint who is locally referred to either as Pit n't tin Pu (the 
Old Saint), or Pirnn-i-jAr (Saint of Saints) 4 is situated at the north-west 
comer of the Sugar High!. It is remarkable for the three very elegant embra¬ 
sures of the old enclosure wall that immediately surrounds the actual building 
that cowna the tomb itself, 'those to the east and west an' 7j feet deep while 
that to the north—opposite the entrance gate— measures ti feet in depth. 
The pierced and decorated brickwork that closed the eastern embrasure has 
now- disappeared, and that on the west is greatly damaged It is only on the 
north that the brickwork remains more or less in Its original condition. 

The enclosure wall with its gate, as well as the simple masonry building 
over the grave of the Saint, has been repaired of recent years (about li)Ofl) t 
and the only inscriptions now found at the place are fixed, two to the left and 
two to the right of the doorway of the building that contains the Saints b mib. 
One of each of these inscriptions simply bears an inscription from the Qur'an. 
The other two run ilk follows : —- 

Left-hand Inscription . — 

^UaLJj ^ 0^* iAjjpU sj’J* hi* ji) 

*-»/' *»&* vi ..|UaU-JF »Li ^ilaJJ yj| y LthiJ) jUe f /J) 

iii Ua— > y #jUsL» j tiljt jjj| jli jJ| 


Translation. ‘'Verily this gateway of the tomb of the revered Shaikh 
Akhi Siriijuddln was built by the Evnltcd and Liberal Sultin ‘Aluuddniitya 
warldin Abul Muaaffar Husain Shah, the Sultan, hoh of Saiyid Aahraf 
al-Husaiiu May Allahperpetuatehis Kingdom ami Rule 1 — in the year Hid 
(1510 A J).). 


* Vi<l< Ravonahawi. Goar. p. 6, A*. hCnWVM. it is also mentioned in hUtoHes 
that fWm Shnh exwmted a huge tank in Bie A^* ( IBIO AJ>.), the .Vapor GepAi may 
bav.' been ro-tacavstetl at that Pin*. but, in view of the probable eonmi-tewi of Husain 
Slmh with a building to the north of the Chhota Sagar Dirfif (l-i* jr oU , | t ,, 87} it u. 
more Likely that it i» llus latter Imik wlibll h * inferred U?.—JL K. S. 

* The former seems more probable, w lam In formed that the lillo Pirfm-ipir is 
anaoeiateii only with the neriie of tlie well-known Saint ‘Abdul Q&rirr JiUbiT.—H. E. 3, 
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Eight-hand Inscription * — 

^llaLJ] ^VbLm ^j£ J| ^lkLJ| y-b u_jb}| Jj* 

^bLJf l.-£ ^ ^LLl-Jj yalajf ^jJl J ^ijJj 

* y uJ aUj * XU *£U JJj! aiA 

TrntL*ZoiH>«. — “ Tills gateway of the tomb wu built by the tmlvt of the 
Exalted and Liberal Sultan, the Sultan, son of the Sultan. Naainiclduniyl 
w addin Abul Mnfcitffar Xasrat Shah, the Sultan, soil of Husain Shalt, the 
Suit on -May AI Kill perpetuate his Kingdom ! — m the Year 931 A.H/' 
(1524-25 AJD^ 

A third inscription of 916 A.H. mentioned by General Gumnnghani (Re¬ 
port, p. 71) — which recorded the erection of yet another gateway, has now 
apparently disappeared : but a fourth inscription from this site, recording the 
erection of a shed for supplying drinking water, has been taken to English 
Bazar and placed over the gate of a recently erected Mosque (ei de later 
pp. 158-9), 

As Genera] Cunningham rightly inferred from the dates of the first inscrip¬ 
tion the tomb was already in existence in the time of Husain Shah- This is 
also certain from the account of Shaikh Akin Sirajuddfn found in literature 
dealing with iIjl- lives of Mimlmtiu -Saints. Bloch man n (J. A . S li „ 1873, p. 2130) 
says that he came as a boy to Nlziunuddln Auliya of Delhi, who handed him 
over to Pakhriiddrn Zarmdf [died 74$ A.H.—l;U" A.D.] to teach, In course 
of time ho became very learned and was told to go to Bengal where he died in 
758 A.H. or 1357 A. IX The Haft IqUm Rays that Nizam called him 1 the 
mirror of Hindusthnn 1 and that he only received, when advanced in age, 
proper instruction from Fakhruddim After Nix&m’s death [in 725 A.H. — 
1325 AJ).] + he went to Lakhnautl; and all tho Kings of Bengal became his 
pupils”. According, however, to the Khur#hid*i-JaMn Numd of MunshT 
Iluhi Bakhsh, he died on 1st Shaicicdh 743 A.H. (1342 A.D.). The chrono¬ 
gram of his death is ^ ^ ^kaJl JOx jyy S Jjj (” Say quickly 1 It 

was L ldii-I-Fitr Day V) A probable reason for hia asking to be sent to 
G&ur was that his mother lived there, but he was originally from (hide. 

According to Firishia (Bombay edition, Vol. II, p, 737), Aklii Sirajuddm 
was the grand-father of Shaikh Nur Qutbul 4 A lam of Pandua vide later 
pp, 100-S: but this k a mistake, He can only be called the spiritual grand¬ 
father of Nur Quthul 'Alum, as the tatter^ father. Shaikh L A]JHil Hsiqq, 
was a pupil of Akin Siitjuddln. The anniversary of the death of the 
Saint is celebrated at the great Sugar iMgfit on b Idu-i-Fdr day annually, when 
the heraldic symbol (jfianda) of Makliduni JuMniyan Jahangnsht (ctdc tru pn$- 
p r f$4 and infra p L 100) and the Panja (reproduction of the hand) of Shaikh 
Nur Quthul 1 A lain are sent here from Fund mi as a mark of respect to the 
saint. A great mzla (fair) in also held every year on both the 'Idu-bFitr 
and the ISakr 4 Id da} f s. 
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It said by the Inca l matcrJafiJd that the articles of every clay use+ such an 
Qut*qu y Tafikih [nsfcfl»ry) r Rihal [hwik -stand). Ho,, of the Saint have a ho bin 
hi j ned at tha howl of the grave, and that this accounts for the abnormal 
length of the grove. 1 


211, The Jahanitan 

[Date of eiin^tnietioTi —941 A.H, (lo33 A.D ), m the reign of Gldyfujuddin 

Mull mm. I Shah.] 

Ravenshaw referred to this mosque by the name of Jan-Jack Miyanb mosque, 
hot the local people cad it the Jhitn Jhfuaia M&sjid. Possibly these names 
are only corrupt ions of the name of one of the saints f Jubiuiiyiln Jaha ngaat ill 
mentioned in the previous paragraph. The building ia situated a little to tlwJ 
south of the tomb of AkhI Sirijuddfn_ 

The mosque k oh feet long and 42 feet wide, the inner dimensions being 
40 feet by feet 3 inches. ,L it m an oblong brick building faced with 
stucco, with three a relief I openings in front and fsetagonal towers at the corners 
finished with petty pinnacles above the roof level. The roof consists of six 


1 Tfcif- l-iiti* Khan Sahib hat* omitted to refer to n very iiuportaiit in.-cHplion on 
briek** im-.m in 11n- Irnluui Mweuni which Oem-nil Cunning horn argiied minn from a panel of 
about ilw tame total h'w/j Hat was Hitill visible in 187& over the idmd gateway of the tomb 
of Akhi 8irfi]ui|dln, Cunningham road tlio Irat won! on tbn fourth brick to la" tti \(i s mi\it in 
(TOO), mid hence concluded that the Kin^ r Gluynhuditln. mentioned on one of the other 
tiricki wflj* A^sunn Khali (l)ir hoii of Sikandar Shah) who reigned as sol® king of Bengal 
from A,H, 702 lo 813. Ttif word lookn however more like/ mu* ml'oiiit (&Q0) in which rft*e> 
the King who put up the inscription wm GidynKurldln Mahmud Shah (the son of Husain 
8hob) who reigned from A.H. 030 to fl44- The importance of tht* inscription is not ho much 
in regard to Hie King* HIM m t but th? place name of Khtihr Muh&mm&Iilh&d clearly pvrn 
on like Intft brick. If CunnitiglMUTi wan right ifi Ikkrigluiig tbia inscription to the gateway pf 
AJchT Slnijiiddiii'* toinb, (hi* vivcw IN in nil probability like Itittfl mime of this part of Ganr. 
It U Knrdly likely lhot Ik’ name could liHVO hocn derived from lalnhiddln ^liihnminjvl flk 
ion nf Raja Kano— A.H. Sift}iui all luworint lohb of this King wore with FondtUl. Anthem 
i.H no other Ring of this name among the Kinjf-i of lieiagnl. tt Appear* highly probable that 
tin’ name w a* derived from I hot of Muhammad Tughlaq of Delhi who, after completing and 
slaying Kultnn tthiyuAuridTn Bahadur of Bengal about the year A.H, 728 (AJJ, 1328), 
Included far a rdiort time Bengal within hia dominion*, From the exbtonee of the $3gar 
Di$M it U probable that the headquarters of the Hindu King* who excavated thus enor- 
inouH Sank wen? in u> immediate viLinity. nod U would l*e only natural if the early Muham- 
mxiriiiu Governor* anil King* of Bengal (including Qadar Khun* (he Governor appointed 
by Muhiiinmiul Tughlaq) continued to uao (he ^ricitiity of Up* IHykl n- their k’lld- 

^ n u arten(. The l eitiidnewa of Mh- orgurdent ilepcmiB u> some patent on whether or not 
CujLiiinghnrik won correct in Aligning the in^eripi ion to [In’ Fhrine of Aktd SirJVjmldlri + 
but like fact thut AkhE Kirajmldlu axis buried at this spot uhnuE the tnikldle of tha J4tli 
century Kuggcatw lhu( n( tin* lime the plate mill of >:0uie importatu:^. In any cose tho 
tluMjry juMt given offer* aOmc expluncUiorL of the pievrioceily unexphiirai^l name ^luhaaiuillJfla- 
bfn 1, u lkielk ih found ha n Mini name on several eoirm iH^iiccj between A.IL Sfill (?) and 013- 

—H + K + 8. 
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large domes supported In the inside by stone pillars Outside the whale lace 
of the wall is di vided by bands of cornice into four para lie) tows of uniform 
panels, placed in regular order one above the other. The corn ice-bands art: 
all slightly curved in the Bengali fashion” (CunninghamV Report, p. 73). 
This is a very fine building, and over tile middle doorway there id inscription 
in Tughrn characters. The reading and the translation are given below :— 


t«j ii jBl ^ -UJ 10 *^ ^ ^ Ailr ^ ^iJr Jt 3 

> I ^ILLJ I 1 j iiawj I] J- I 

^UaLJl' iL± ^ ^Uai-Jf sU ^^ev-4 jifeJJ^I ^«^| j U ; ^| 6 r aii 

4 i| ^|J| j J 


Transfet/wn,”^ The Prophet—May the hie, sings and p uce of AllRIi \m upon 
him [—has said, * Whoever builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build a similar 
house for him in Farad mC Tins mosque was built in the time of the Sultan, 
Son of a Sultan, GhiyB^udduniyS widdln Ahul MuzafFar -Mahmud Shall the 
Sultan, boh of Husain SI nib the Sultan—May Alllh perpetuate his Kingdom 
and Rub! Its builder h the Lady Multi- May her virtues be prolonged, and 
May Allah perpetuate her high position!—in the yen r ntl A. H{1535 A.IJ*). 

From the inscription we learn thai the mosque was built by a Judy of high 
rank, and Cunningham thought that the lady may have belonged to the 
household of the reigning King Mahmud Ml "Phis building was. constructed 
only three years before Bengal passed into the hands of Sher Shah, and is thus 
the latest of all the building at Caur, with the probable exemption of the 
LnM Chun Gate. 


Ownership of /At Jahnnwjdn 3fasqu£> mid Tomb of Shaikh Akhl SimjuddUh 


The Manager of the Shash HazTm Estate of Pundua claims these buildings 
on the ground that AkhT Sirajuddln wok the murshd (spiritual g^e) of* 
Haaat *AI»ul Haqq, and the Estate receive* the n ut of the miqf nuihak 
set apart for maintenance of these building*. Repair? to the mosque anti 
tomb an* urgently needed, for il they continue to I*? left uncarad for, they 
will soon fall into Complete decay. The domes of the uionquo, ia particular, 
ought to be repaired and made watertight, 
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Sect ion 11 — Pund usi. 


P AMsi A, or IV im, is tt deserted town situated II miles from English 
Bassar and 2n miles from Gaur in a nrirth-catfterJy direction. It was 
once the Muhammadan capital of Bengal : but it wan ulmoat certainly 
in existentre as a Hindu capital long before the advent of the Muh urn modems. 
According to the Riyiiz. the first mention of Puudita in Muhammadan 
history is when Sfaurmuddfri Ilyas Shall mounted the throne of Rcni-gul 
in Hazrnt Pandua after killing "AlauddiD 'AH Shah ; but coins struck by the 
latter king in 743-4 A_H. (1342*3 A. lb) at FTruin bad—the Muhammadan 
court name for Pandua are known, so that ‘Alrtuddln tdtisl also have had hw 
capital there. 1 Ilyas Shah himself kept the capital at Pandua after ‘Alauddfin's 
death in 74d AH. (JTh IA A.D.) m coins were subsequently struck, by him at 
blris&bid in 747 and 751 A.H.. ami nn coins of Ilyas for indeed any 
subsequent King of Bengal) struck at Lakhu&utl are known. The seat of 
Government seemn to have remained at Pandua till the reign of NfiairudtHn 
Mahmud Shah (L442-50) who rc-transferred it to Gaur. 


/Jr, Btwfuuuui Hamilton* fksrripion of Pamhttt. 

The earliest account of the site is that of l>r. Buchanan Hamilton who, 
in the course of his survey„ about I SOW, of thb part of the Maklah district, 
which w il.s then Incorporate I in t hr larger district of Dinajpur. wrote as 
follows. 2 

+ " A road, paved w ith brick from 12 to 15 feet wide, and not very straight! 
seems U* have passed through the whole length of the town ; aitd from about 


1 TJip name Pllruilbid fndicafe* tlm» Fd^lun hnd b«?n made I he capital of Bcugnl 30 
ywi Of iruire earlier by Bhammiddlrt Flfiii Shnh (t$CK-±£l I hough no ccrfiifl a truck by this 
King fcqni ItiSp mint Juice hitherto cOrno to light. The mime oF the place in these limm is 
knnwii from the coin* of the Hindu Kings. Danuja MtuddonA Deva (R ijn K&n*) and Mahon- 
dm l>#va f iwlrtrd hi J417 and MJK, to have boon FAnduimgnr (Ihe City of FYmdu) which 
tugE«*a that the iTJidiiion then w»ui that the city Jind been founded by tJie pjbtrlii brother* 
of early Hindu hintory. In oilier won Ik, even in the cuiriy lStli cenUlty it Was believed 
to be a plug of egcwdenible antiquity. The tradition ha* continued down to recent, 
and even to the present LEme i pirfe the story quoted nn p, 11!> from Itavcnshuw that lltfl 
Sain by Arjuti FamliWa ; and the esJicUmrc, to (he immediate S, E. 

of thi* tatik r ihf tlie PvMap /*tzjo Lkttuu. The rAUtoEi to Ihrt raEnbliuhmeni of Fmidila 
in the Qnt fiwhuuw *r-oum to linve been the existenee of art "■i-lnnd " of b&riwi (old tvd oilu- 
vium)p close to tire junction of die MuhAmunlrt river, atni a fomitr bed of the 
IJltcr, Mdwii the main rourae of the flrawt-* mavrai further fiout£ and the .VlalranandA, 
vrhieh Htill protects [he town on Ihe m-si* leri^t heiu*d it* eennir. Old Mfildikh at t}m 
jimetkiD of the Mjihiuuinrhi mid the Kulindrl (whidr took the pkoo of the (Jnn^oir) 
became the actual pert of Fan dm. 

There i# annthcr Fnnduu in the durtriri of Hughli nnd T Eli order lo prevent eonfusion 
bafewwm the two, OaunJ CN ainin g h imi propri«s| tlwit the jrrie in MAfdah dbEriet stumld 
always Ikt refermi to an ' ILrumi Fuudtin. 1 —H, E. IS. 

1 Uianjpur t A^Latic Society (af L3en^al) R S (LW33| edition, pp. 43 p 44 i 4| ; oj±d 44. 
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b liI f a miles south from Mukhdum Stall's gate imy extent! five or six miles to 
rise north, From heaps of bricks on both Hides of this, it would appear to have 
been a regular street, with brick houses on each side, ami the fount!a lions of 
many of the buildings may be still traced. The monuments of the two saints H 
the Large mosque of Adinah, and the monument of Sultan (ihyfisiid'din [the 
Kklfikhl Mausoleum] are on \U sides : and near the centra is a bridge of three 
arches h partly of stones, which has been thrown over a rivulet. It is of no 
great BUffr and very rudely formed of materials, evidently taken from Hindu 
ruins, oh they eon tain figures in rude ini it at ion of the human and iiiij mill form. 

11 At the northern end of the street are evident traces of a ram pari, and the 
passage through it is called the gate of the fortress (G&rbdwar). At the 
south end are many fuundalinuB, which cross each other and the road, which 
have also probably belonged to a gate ; but the forest is there ho impenetrable, 
that the wall could not be traced. To the south of this are many scattered 
brick*, and beyond that is a rampart, probably an outwork, as the street can¬ 
not be traced farther than the foundations just now mentioned. 

lL Near the street, and amidst the heaps of bricks, are many small tanks, 
and I am inclined to think that, in general, the town extended only a very 
little way, either cast or west from the principal street. It is said indeed by 
the jiutivi*. that two miles cast from Kutufr Shahs monument, there i- a large 
tank ting by a Phcrut Khan, and another a Little north from that, called after 
Nasser ,Shuh + and that ho far traces of buildings may be discovered. Towards 
the west they say the traces extend but a little way ; and the wood is so difficult 
to penetrate, that i wan contented with visiting the ruins of the King’s puhice. 
which 5.~ about jl mile east from the main street: and J found, that there are 
no traces remaining to show that the town extended half ho far. At the same 
time, it must be observed, that there seem to have been many large suburbs, 
which extended frtmi the immediate vicinity of the town of Malrfeh towards 
the cast and north, for at least 12 miles. Next to .Maideh was Sujxpur* then 
Futehpur, then Meheinanpur T then LhittdiguL then Bdw-jri partly T ami 
iiahmiurpur entirely in the district of JagOiLnlb In each of these i*$ a consider- 
able extent excavated with small tanks, and containing h .eajts of bricks ami 
some atone*/' 

* * * 

" By far the most ticmspiciimiu places of Worship.**. *, * . .are the 
monuments. * . .of Mukhdum Shall Jelal and Kutub Shall, who were the two 
most distinguished religious persons during the early part of the kingly govern¬ 
ment of Bengal. Numerous pilgrims repair to these monuments* at all seasons. 


■ShujiCpiir [tor Ally called Stirjupur) is m\ tfre right of U» rcwifi from CM MnJUalu -I 
mifra HHJlit of I'liadim : Fatelipijr i- J miluS kuuiIl CrtSt of patulua : mi'l ihihujlurpur ifs N 
milra north of Panriiui, The other places Tncnlielttsd ^nimet lw? Imml, but UeLwarl may 
fret Hit!barL (t'itfc p. Jo and nuto). Ae iwti the Fhmt KhtiiTft lank mratiwiwi fry 

BiigIibimo, llurtro are said to fro J tonka bearingthis name, £Uuat«] about m unto south-east 
Of Ujo Chhvll (Qutb Shall a) FAnyah.^ H< E* &* 
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and from .<11 jiart-H of Bengal That of Mukkdum in chiefly frequented .it a 
very great Annual assembly 4 Mela}, while the memory of Kutuh bs celebrated 
at four smaller meetings {Ulos}, Inst nil religious mendicants (Fakirs) who 
come at any time, art' fen I for three* days, wild tides is tailed charity, Both 
places have cornsiderahie endowments, which are expend** I in keeping the 
buddings in repair, find in the support of these vagrants, and of a numerous 
^r ddLshint-nt of servants, who form the ].. -pulalion of Pt-ruyn. The land* 
in t-lihs dintrict h which belong to the in on Lime nt of Mukhdum, are called Hak¬ 
im rary, or twenty-two thousand* an containing that number of bxggahs* and 
have always been managed hy a penam appointed by (hivemmeuL The 
Zands belonging to the monument of Kutiib Shah are under the management 
of his descendants, and ait? called Chhyc-hAZwy, as containing six thousand 
biggahs/ 1 


* 


* 


‘ Immediately north from the golden mosque [of Kutuh Shall], on the 
same aide of the principal street, is another balled that of one hundred thousand 
cEkhikhy), as having cost 100,000 rupees. It is conn true let l chiefly of brick, 
but is flic handsomest build big in the place. It Lh i square of Sd feet front, 
with a snudl turret at each comer, and roofed by one dome. The walls out¬ 
wardly have been ornamented with carved tilo, and the dome within has been 

neatly plastered ; but the design of the whole is clumsy . It in lighted 

by four small doors, one on each side, and within forma an octagon, having 
four miserable chambers in the sides between the doors. These wretched 
places wore probably Intended for the abodes of the fakirs, who were to take 
care of hi nips, They have no air nor light, but what corner through the small 
aperture* by which they communicate with the centra I bail- This seen is 
to have been intended m the mausoleum of three royal personage*, wko.se 
tom lac occupy the middle of tlie floor. There is no inscription to serve os a 
guide, hut, it is said, that the tombs are those of Bultans Ghyasud-din. Zaynu- 
lablin, and Wjdmvmrldin 1 . The eastern door has evidently been taken 
from a Hindu ruin* os it contains representations of the human form. 

** About a 2 miles [or rattier le*s| beyond this monument of ikynsud-dhi 
w the tomb of his father Sc kuuder, forming part of a very large mosque called 
Admaii, which is by far the largest building of the place. Indeed it is consi¬ 
dered by the people of the vicinity ns of almost miraculous grandeur. It is 
on the east side of the principal street, between that and a huge tank, which 
is almost entirely chnaked with w eeds and bushes, and hsw Income very ruinous. 
Kmmgh only remains to enable us to judge of w hat it has been, and to form 
a ground plan." 


1 C/. r on tiro other hunk infm, \t. 1 
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Acoe& to Panina, and principal objects of infercrt. 

A visitor at the present day Gan either proofed in a ear along the dusty 
road 1mm the XinnisariU railway station (Old MAldidi) to the d&k bungalow 
nituntiii near the Adlna Mtinqiu^ dr detrain at the Admit station which m about 
B miles front the bungalow. In either can* he will cross> at some point of the 
mad, the Une^of old fortification 211 miles in ciixraififenmce which the recent 
air survey have shown to have protected the town in former time* (vid* Plate 
V). 

Un approaching Pandua in this way, the first two buildings whidi attract 
attention are the shrine* of Makhrfilxo Shah datal on the right L pf the road and 
of Ha^rat Iffir Qiitbul "Alarm on the left. The shrines are called jSfrri Dartjnh 
ami Chhotl fterydh respectively. Numerous pilgrims still repair to these places, 
and way year two big fairs are held* one in the month of Rajah at the Bari 
DarfftiA and the other in tthahfm at the f Mott Danjdh. Hie fairs, are attended 
by thousantbi of persons and each lasts for four or five days. Further on, to 
the left, come the Quth Shfth t Mosque and tikldkh i Mausoleum, aiul r finally t 
on the right (opposite the dak bungalow) is found the great Adfiut Mosque. 
]t may be added that most of the principal are within fairly easy walking 
distance of the bungalow, though it is better, if possible* for a thorough inspec¬ 
tion of the fortification!?, to avail oneself of the nervices of mi elephant. 


AsTtgcrriEft or Pamha, 

Of tho remains of old buildings. tank*, etc,, at Pandua. the following are 
the most important and in the best state of preservation ’— 


I. The B£in iMnjtJh, on Shhixe of Ssuh Jalal. 

A Description of tin Buildings, 

The Bari [ktrgfih Consists of the Jami' Ata&jid [in the northern part of 
which is the original (.'hilta Khfina of the Saint) and other buildings dedicated 
to the memory of Hnv.rat Shah JaEftl TabrI/J, w ho w n> poafiibly also the patron 
Saint of Svlhet. The original shrine at Pandua rnay have been erected by 
Sultan Alaucldin J AIT Shah at the instance of the Saint in 134 - AJ>. [for 
jstory vide p. 21 and note] afl the rectangular pillars of the mosque are of n 
singularly severe character anti — unlike what is neon in other building^ at 
Pajidua, e,0. ( the Ad In a Mosque- — all use of materials from Hindu temples 
seems to have been avoided in the original building. 

The actual compound containing the but!thugs Ls H i touted Ml or MJ yards 
away from the nmin Devkot road, but the existence of a Salami Barwazak 

7 
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on this road points to the [K>s*ibiUty of other btdldiup having formerly existed 
on either aide of the narrow path that runs in a south-easterly direction from 
tbo Darn'iLztih to the present main hi po lii tul. 

On entering the compound through a small gateway, an isolated building, 
containing t ho grave qf I'hand Khan (who erected the Hhaminr Kh*ina —rith 
Inter under Section (anil note 2. p, 10*3) with those of fils wife and son. is seen 
in the further yuuth^a&i; comer Opposite to (‘hand Khan'* tomb is a short 
passage leailing into the inner eom|iouhd, and on the north side of this }HU£*age 
is the stone lattice work of which an ill list rati an m given in Fig. 3 * On 
emerging from the passage, the Jamt is seen in front, with the fjikhtin 

6’enl D&!dt\ immediately to the left on the northern hank of a small tank. 
To the right lies HajI Ibrahims tomb, nnd the Hhttmlur Kfojmt (which includes 
the faints second ChiUa Kitina at the western end), while the Tanntlr Khfina 
hs round the comer to the north-east, immediately to the east of the Bhandar 
Khnna* 

Ihtzntl Shah Julai. 

,s Shah Jala l was horn at Tabriz in Persia and was a pupil of Shaikh Abfi 
Maiil of that city, After his teacher 'a death he became the serv ant of Shaikh 
Hhihibuddln Suiimw^rdf jijmI [HTfornicd olfiei> b?j j im ^mvh iusno other Saint . 
pupil over i lid. It is said that Shaikh Sldlmbuddin used to make the pi I 
grimage to Mecca every year, hut that, being old and feeble, be could not 
digi>ii the food that was provided for, the journey. So Shaikh JalSluddCn 
put a thfjhdani (stove} on bis head and a pot in. that, and always kept the 
stove alight so that, whenever the Shaikh called for food, he could give him 
it hot meal."* Shaikh JallluddTn is said to have come to Delhi in the time 
of Khwajah Shaikh Xajinuddlu SughriL Skulk hill Islam, Owing to a false 
charge having been brought against JaKahuMui he wusso troubled that he had 
to leave Delhi and gu to Bengal When he reached there lie sat down by the 
side of a stream to rat, but then suddenly rose and performed bis ablutions 
In explanation, he said to those about him that be wits saying prayers for the 
Sh&ikhul lstam who had just died, and subsequently tills turned out to be a 
fact. After praying he witd to those present : " A* the Slmikhid Islam sent 
me out of Delhi m has my Shaikh Mulla Bbai sent him out ul the world/ 1 
The Saint acquired consider hie property in Pandua and elsewhere in Bengal* 
K.Q., Dental a, and this estate, which is known as BaU liazafi (twenty-two 
thousand)* is still held by ll mnlmvatt I for the benefit of Jarprs nnd the poor/ 
When Shah Jalal came to Bengal ho begun to destroy idols. and the 
numerous Chittti Khdnas of the Saint probably indicate the actual sites of 
former Hindu temples. 

The Faliha ( Death mmiversary) of I his Saint k celebrated in the month 
of Itajabe&ch year, a ml pilgrims of all sorts assemble at the shrine from the 1st 


Till Notoa on Mumhl llAhl Dakhab*# Khurehhi-i-Jahun Nu ma bv H. 
Journal */ the A&miic Socktjf «/ Reittfal, VuL LXIV (lSfr% pp- -02^03. 
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to the 22ad of the month* hut throughout the year travellers are given meals 
at the shrine. The Saint* death Ls kau! to have occurred in 738 A,H. (1337 
A,D.) r afi expressed hy the following Persian chronogram 

* -til 

" JaUluddTn w r ofl the glory of Allah and the glory of the saints 1 ** 

Thf Tomh of Ifazrat Shaft Jafttt. 

The toinh id the Saint Shah > I. h I Tl I fc not at Pa in Inn but ut Sylhet, or, a a 
others say, in the Malilive Island*. It i* said that on the occasion of Shah 
-7 : l E fs I 'h death, one flap IhrAhTin {one of the Splint s followers) appeared siniul- 
tnurouidy at all the place* of worship {Chiffo Khfimi }, where the Saint had been 
in the habit of praying, and having reported the death, died at each place 
This tradition accounts for the several lambs of thcHijl nil over the country. 
The belief is dial the Hajt wm no other than the Saint himself. The reputed 
tomb at Pamlua is nine feet sis inches; long ami sis feet two inches wide. 

B. Th*' Jimi J Masjid. 

As has already been noted, the original mosque is said to have hern erected 
by Sttltin Ajrnahltn All Shah in 1342 AD, on the spot where Hazrat Shah 
pin la] used to sit for meditation. The Saint 'h seat m formerly enclosed with 
silver railing* The nuwrjue w«a refund in lUiiiA H (1664 A,Dj by 
Shah Si'inatullih of FfHitfpiIr t (jaur [vith .mpm* pp. 83-5), The Jfmnda 
(heraldic device in copper) of Muklulnm Jnhaniyfm J ahHngaaht {’World 
Boomer*), a* well a* an ancient banner, are atilt preserved in this budding. 

The inscription* put up hi the east wall of the building are as follow* 

^ or"'; ftp ,J “ * y/.l 

TmiWrtftmi,—" When ihi* grand building wns completed the date was 
‘ Wright be the shrine h (lUTfi Adl,J. p+ 

And in another place It is written 

Jjj] Jib, ll£ O ^ > f 


1 The Author In this date aj spurn Tit [y overJookwl llw fad dm! Ibo iSatilta. 

tl» Mix«ri*h ImydlffCp who wjim in IViLgul in l34fil+r AXh, admilly visited flm ftttut nl 
hiH |jf-nxKitjh^i ■ in t Ifct- l moiUltailv< of Kutinru 1 (%ibL|, ml furlbT n'oanii tbt 1» hrnrd of 
Uk Saial'i ilmth a yr»r »r twn IttUr wh«l ha hud tnmhisl China, lfmro it lh pmbttbSo 
thiU Hunt plnlAlvHhlJiL {IunI nkml ISM or 13-17 .VI). Ah Mtmahl (tiilil Bukluh BMggnt^ 
liif ohrocvognim nun only I* a riN i.nl of wfn-n Hlud. J^UlI finally kfi Fauduii. The Salot 
miwt hnvT «liod it n very advanced ngc. as in hi youth he h w$d to Uw \mnm in Bn^lidihJ 
wlten i he Truth nf tlm leut Caliph 3lu'turiiin-bilLiih look plm-e iu | j. r pN A.D. h muni how 
war 4iho be pointol owl that « Shah JnljiJ'c itUtytfil at IMhi ,ifj worn to 

have died tn the early |«irt of the ?lhc*htuxY A.H. t it is quite po^jblf that some coafmbn 
has taitf-n pint*! between Iwo or more tiaiuta of iho eaino luuno,— B. K- S. 
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Translation * — “ Hits is the* building of Hayj-at -Shall -fain I- Haarafc Slulh 
Xi'icmtiilljili repaired it.” 

The stone pillars inside the building for supporting the arches and domes 
an? very massive. The stone slabs that project all round the cornice seem 
to be token from the platform of the Badshah-Jta-Takhi ol the AdTita Moaqtie, 
and one of them, which ktt a long inscription on it. ought to he replaced, so 
that the inscription ran he read and the abb preserved. The building is 57 
fret long. Ij 4 feet wide anil 24 feet high. 

There is an inscription cm the west wall of the Sijddhu&h (place of pros¬ 
tration) to the south of the mosque. It containssentences of the Surah AHf> 
Lam-Mmt from the Second Chapter of the Qur'an. 


Citrn'd Sion*- Pillars, ami other abjrcU of not* in the Inner Compound, 

In front of the mosque there are two handsomely carved stone pillars 
which have evidently l>een taken from a Hindu temple. Nearby is a stone 
on which the Saint took bin bath, as well as the base of a large pillar on which 
he is Haiti to have sat when distributing alms. 



Fifj. Iff. Carved Simt Pillar* nt tk t [kirl £>nigati. 
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There arc aim growing in tk« enclosure u duck-fruit tree and n Pomegranate 
tree which a re rijiitt to have been planted by Shall Jal&l. The branch of the 
latter a re weighed down by small pieces of brick which people who have no 
children p or arc suffering from any disease, tic on to the branches by 
of cloth in order that the Habit may remove their affliction. 


C.-— Thf Bhandir Khana, or Stor? House, 

This building was erected by Chain! Khan in lOh4 A.H, (1873 AJ>.) f 
and appears to t:*- only a continuation eastwards of an older building that 
contained the second twithinh (place of meditation) of Shall Jalfil. The local 
story aa to why two astanah# were provided is that when his P?r + Shaikh 
Sbihibuddln SuhniwunlL visited pEindua r Shall Jala) made hi in sit on his own 
seat inside the mosque, and that after the I f ir left, the Saint had another 
ttslAnnh erected a short distance to the north-east us he did not feel it |Kissjl.de 
again to use the seal that had been occupied by his preceptor. The entire 
bn ltd mg (including the nxtanah room to the west) is 82 feet 4 inches long, 30 
feet H indies wide and 15 feet 10 inches high and the inscription on the front 
wall is na follows 

jr®!* >* ^OvJ 1 y'i J * .Jti* b 

JSj A* ji * tify j'Jt* *« JlU 

ji; 3 ^ ^“1 l>v* >1 ;l ^, 1 ] «y ^Lk aiU Jtijji 

j —j (**■* A*** * t —fji ijL. Jji ii od«,J J\ 

^ ^ y+S *4> ji * CJ— *JL fj 

#i -Ap 

J?J$ •** J& * (ifi J 1 —* J* 

♦ Oil (_£-* ji (Jr?t ^ y jjt, Um tc^ j| 

Translation, —“ O Benefactor l O Avenger I Its the name of Allah, the 
Merciful, the Compmwionafce ! >lav it end well ! Shah Jaliituddm who wan 
born at Tabriz, in whose prairie tongue* an? (touring forth pearls. For 

hin sake Chind Khan erected this building, being full of sincere motives. 
If people ask who dwell* in this bright and beaut iful edifice, perform 
the ablution of your mouth, as was done by (the poet) Sahir, and 
afterwards give in significant language it« answer in the garb of a 
Chronogram 1 Shah •Talahiddln of Tabriz.’ From the last tine 1084 A.H. 
( IH7 m A A*D.) comes out, * 1 
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P. Lukhnn Ki?nl DAlfin. 

I’hi Lttkhun Sf'iti Dolan is an mull building. opposite the Bhandar Kkdna, 
on the northern bank oi the tank previously referred to, nml appears to have 
sensed us u baititfc-kkma (reception rooml It m only noteworthy for the 
inscription on. itn front wall, which seems to have been formerly over the first 
amnnh of Shah JaM, i.e., tire Jdmi v Mn&quc bunding, ami runw aa 
follows :— 


A^jj! *- 21 — *• jl ^ ^ 

^ y * h- 1^1^3 tjlb 

!«, ^lc ^** 0 - * OjJ *oy' ^lU i_ ; ol ^; r + E ^1 

gij r-^ rV'j 


([) ^taL-t ; J - iii'j ji.s _;£ 

nrt* *i» ; rf «*-> i j ,*' 4 [j 


* ,ijf£ 11 M 


Tmntlalio ft*—“This (‘xaltnl iUnioA nf H mr.ro t Mnkhdiitn Shrill Jalal of 
Tnliii?. »’fut (formerly) repaired by SaTyid Ni‘matulliih Shah, Ah the wall on 
the southern stile of it mu not strong, the building was shaken a little during 
the niwfeMvitfi-ehip of Mawlawi HuibfttqlBJl. Muhanmud H All of Ikrji, being 
appoints! Manager, engaged Rim Rum. son of Bftikil Raj (to repair it). The 
i*l>air» were completed on the 22nd Ruj»l> in the year 1I$4 A.H. (17*2 A.P.). 
cornKiNindiii)! to 1110 of the Bengali era,” 

It would la' interesting It) ascertain how the building came to be known 
us *• luikhun SrnV Building:”. Some say that one latkliitn Sen was the 
mMtffWitUi of the all tine for sotne lime. 


K «—Tfir Tannur Khiina, or Kitetu ». 

This building, which lies to the east of the Rhandar Kh~t*<f. is of brick, 
and is 4!) feet long. 27 feet wide and HI feet fi inches high. There is an oven 
in this house, which the Saint is said to have put on his head and nsctl to cook 
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oie&t and bread lor hi* teacher while on their travels. Thi 1 inscription 
on the building records that it wna built- 1>v one Sarlisllitfi in 1093 A H, f|ftS2 
A.IX), and nine; ns follows 


mJ iM> (*^r tfWl ^1 r*i f*3 y 

V* ) ,t£ "V a ^ J ** ^1 Js>f- 


!>’> ' £ ^ a, lj jl JAM ***“ t— r-Hj-* 

li*J <J*-aid «*<Sj (jjijti * c_j jl *f £_i)Ub ^a*j* i. ; 

LJsJ jl-yW jjO ajL,’ 4( * Ojt+C ^1 Ln~-I is. iTflS 

*i •*p 

u ‘ l M' aj>-* *\y *>y? * «*■*$ J j wJ*?;" 

* ‘Hi (j* t* *« J ""V 3 jlj* * l ~ /J *e.^ jl 


7Vo»«?*rf*o».— M In the iwmc o( Alhh. the Meniiful, the Coin] passionate! 
May it end well! Jiiialuddhi Shah was tire Accepted uf Allah. Angelic in dis* 
portion and King of Religion and uf the World. His disciple Kadulliih erected 
front pure motives this rest-giving building on earth. Mow excellent is a 
structure wherein people attain their wishes 1 Wisdom asked what kind of 
building is this in which the hearts of men for ever find rest. An angel from 
the unseen world whispered to him ‘ It is a noble building full of bliss. 1 From 
the last line the year 1003 Hijri comes out." 


F.- Thi Salami Darw-jiz&h. or Entrant tintr. 

This gateway stands on the right hand aide of the main road. The gate 
proper is 22 feet long and 7 feet ft inches wide. In from of this is a platform 
where, it is said, the Saint used to sit am 1 perform Ins devot ions. This gateway 
is built of hrick and stone. The roof of the gate has recently Uen rebuilt in a 
wrong way b\ the tfaregpr of thi! shrine and thus the flat roof is now changed into 
a Init-shaped one. J fifth, Shfth Jaltii is written in Am hie characters on the 
stone lintel of the gate, 

Close by. to the south of this gate, is a very old turn tree. Rumour goes 
that it has grown out of a rtrintiraii (twig) with which the Saint cleansed his 
teeth. 
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Opposite the gateway \n a flowering tree known as fini-i-CklTt. The 
local people allege that a branch of thi* tree hangs over the road j&k far m the 
CKahMra of the Saint and daily sprinkles fresh Ho worn over it, Another story 
about this branch is that a Hindu overseer once happened to have that branch 
cut by his coolie*. As the branch fell hi* pony reared, and the overseer fell 
down ami died- Some of the coolies, it is slid, also vomited blood and died. 


Miscdkmtjom notes regarding the Shrine* 

The Futkl Mubarak of Boot. — Amongat the relies of the Saint 

there was formerly a book in Sanskrit containing an account of hi* deed*; 
but it is now lost, and only a copy has survived. Mr, U, C. BatavyaJ, i.e.s., 
late Magistrate of Muldah. recorded the following note on the subject : “ I 
visited this mosque on the 7th November 1892, In a chest inside the moeqne, 
wrapped up in doth*, or rather rags, are preserved two manuscript* in Bengali 
character one on palm leaf, the other on paper. The manuscript* are worm- 
eaten, That on palm leaf ha* crumbled into pieces. The one on paper has 
become unreadable for the most part, a* the leave* adhere to each other. 
Saiyid Wahid \41h darogd of the d brine, informed nie that in old times one Ktn- 
kar Nariiyau Chaudhuri. a Hindu, wo* mutaiFaffi of (lie endowment. He 
was seized and taken to Dacca to prove bis title: and as he was unable 
to do so he was thmw n into prison. One night he prayed to the Saint and wa* 
told in a dream that the title deeds were in the possession of the " Ganges ’ and 
that the river goddess would deliver them up if the No with agreed merely 
to take a copy and restore the original to her So the next morning the Nawfib 
sent a writer with Kinkar Nam von to the riverside where two l™ks were wafted 
by the wavt^s. The books were copied and again thrown into the river. The 
present manuscripts were the \ciy same copies. It is said that a Bengali 
Iran Nation of the book prepared by the Late wuiau'aEi M&ulvi Sadruddln 1 , 

M I found the language to tw* Sanskrit. They were preserved with much 
cafe and intciest ; and at the SripanchAmi time, I was told that a Brahman 
use<l to come to worship the manuscript. Kinkar Narayan, it is said, w a* after 
then released ; ami the Nawih went Chand Klnuri, Kotufii w ith a lakh of rupees 
to spend w chari tit*, I give the Htory, as I heard it from Saiyid Wahid 'AIT. a 


1 This W‘fl* KalyTd Sadruddln, alia# Nftw£bjftn + of iiutuir, BunlvWiil district, who w m a 
pn»r svlwjJnr and wlin praarated hia excellent Library of Ambit- awl Pnraimi l>DOk* to 
Lord Qvrzxm for praH-rvntitm in Utfl Imperial Ubruiy* He died in 1U05. 

= If this id the CMod Khan who buffo dm Bhnnrfar Khfnut dale of the oci-umnrt 
aii i i ropvini? i>f the books Mf before 1C"3-+ L'haml Kbim ^’ft* the sou of Darya Khan, 
whtifio grave of black buaiill ia— according l« Ilfthl Rikhsh- to be found in the jungle eiwt of 
SIiAbpvr, iind who made in H'H4 (14T-KI a tnuudattati of the Slmhii#m Haul *I (32 Tale* 
of u Throne) under the title of Kitiib $arir\ {Book of the Tfcn&eti). The KI 11 H 1 R&hib also 
notes that one GirisCbamira Rah mm of fnwar Chain! ni Its i of Blmivur (Hi nutos north of 
Iffunangola) t dairrm to be a itodffluUnt of Kinkar Nnn\v«U+ Chaudhftd. — H. E. S. 
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daroQtl of the dargSh, It is n pity t lint the manuscripts have been fcuffercd to 
fall Into decay without any attempt to restore them." 1 


Tht Waql Mahak of thf Skrim of Shah Jtrial. 

The estate connected with the shrine of Hazrat Shah Julal Tabriz!* la imqf 
properly, anil the Trusteerjiip of the shrine, together with the management of 
the waqf mabalfl which are said. to have been frnin the beginning in the posses - 
si on of the shrine, is entrusted to a wjitmraUi who bn bcnind (tinder the accepted 
conditions of the ordinal grant) to spend nil the proceeds of the Waqf Estate 
on the i^crfomianee of Ur* (the Saint T w death anniTOra&ry), illumination, repairs 
of the shrine and education of students, He must further keep himself 
engaged In prayer for the continuance of the “ eternal" Government. The 
present Income of the ITng/ Estate k atHmt 2ft,000 a year, and in the dis¬ 
burse input of the funds the mutmniRl is assisted by a committee. 

2. The Ckhoii Oafffah. 

Within the precincts of this famous dartjuh y whkh is about a quarter of a mile 
to the north-west of the shrine of Shah dalill ar*t found (in addition to many 
other graves) the tomba of the Stunts Nur Qutbnl 'Akin and his father Alaul 
Haqq, who probably claimed descent from the Qurayah trihe of Arabia—in 
particular from the famous general of early Muhammadan times. Khalitl bin 
Walld. They w ere thus of the same stock as the Prophet Muhammad, 

i 

Hazml Nur Quitml*Atam r 

This renowned Saint wa* the spiritual successor of his father, and h said to 
have refused the Invitation of his worldly brother, A zam Khan, who was 


1 Mr. Batavy&l Wruml the Ms». nmE onUfftotf thf lwlj» of Dnbti Handful Pa lit and 
final it RnjhiiT KAnl4 (Imkmvjirttlof Mal d lh to prepare a. trtiuseript. Shortly aftcrw&rds 
Mr. Batavyul wi* ir&nsfemd and, after hi* death in ISShk no tmi-e could he found of 
either the Mai. Or transcript. A rough ^py however nm mined ill I Is.- of Bnbii 

Harhlils PAlit and from this nil edition nl tin 1 work fii-hiidt t* iwEle*l Shek — the 

Slewed Advent of the Khiukh w-«ji {>uMiidi->d by BAbii Sukunwir Sen of Cnleiitta In I1+2T, 
Thfr work, aa interim! evident^ hIlOwh. \m I'ftflmaLy Eh forurn of I ho latter pari of the 
JMth nmkfji »nrl wim proha Lily Jp repaired to raliihliflh n ri^il ki die BiV'Sr Hax&rf estates 
during the pro|WXtinn of TwLir Mid]'-; rent-roll in Akbar’s time. The author u juipgMna&d 
to be lliilayndha Mlflnr, u Minister of Lakshman Ken ; I ml? rue IkpIIi Kiilut Knpilrs vara of 
Ortraa (1434-71*) and KullAn fliLsam Htuih of Bengal (1403-151 $) are mentioned. thwflhnws 
the book must have l**en rwnpiled after (JSOO AJJ* Mention is made of the erection of a 
manque by shaikh {or Shaft) JuIAJ in the villus* el PAnduua^ar (in the Yaren dm eountcy) 
which he Luid of.Umml by a niiraHtv mid ako I he gift to him by l^ikshmnn Sen (!) 
Of the village Deotalfi. Rama vat I ff^rnir) Lh also mentioned, T)i* Turku are correctly 
stared to have comp «ut*nnl hm VtliiiapAtaim (Bihar) in the Safat year 1124, or 1202 
A.D. — H, K, S. 
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Waxfe, or tbinmaiitkr in Chief, to Sikandar Shah [nr bkt mn Ghiyisuddtn 
Azam) to take a post ut Court, The chronogram of the Saint's death is 
^ jjAi jy Ntir hajulr shud, ‘Light went into Light . 11 

Before, however, hr died on the 9th of Zil Q*v tilth in 818 A,H, (141 $ A-IX), 
Nut Qiitbul Alum played a mwt important part in the events that resulted, in 
the first quarter of the 15th century A.!t r in the temporary aecessiuu to the 
throne of Bengal of two Hindu Kings, D&nuja Maiddami and Mahendra, 
h^aidw, fndifneetly eontritniting to the speedy re-establishment of Muslim 
supremacy under the arm of the former. Jolaluddln, whom the Saint had 
converted to Islam [m'tlr mijtrn, pp, 21-2*1). As Buchanan Hamilton remarked 
in 1808, there was some truth in the assertion then made to him by the 
local people that these Saints wen- I he real Kings of Bengal, as il was only 
According to their pleasure that the temporal King* could reign. 

The Pilhtf# round Nftr (jultrul 'Akim'# Tomb. 

The tomb of the Saint in covered with n canopy of white linen supported 
by four ml atone piihtra Them* h a fifth pillar at the head of the tomb w ith 
the following Persian inscription on it which states that the pillar* were pre¬ 
sented by one Pfnsad Khan in the year 1020 A,H, (1012 A.IX). The inscrip¬ 
tion L 1 * difficult to read hut appears to be as follow sr :~ 

A* t-ft* )\ \j I^Jjfi— ^1 olj U1 ^3 Up 

jY* 4 j | -^’ 1 1 jy ^ 

* Jtj;' J ^ JU-JUS* tf j ; 1> 4 *'- J; i!| 

Trandtilian .—"The humble slave* son of HMim abMilbtt PJrzad Khan, 
sent ns un offering these pi liars from the country of Jspfmha to the shrine of 
Hazrat Burh^mi3 Hat |4 wad -I>Iii Shaikh Nur Qutbu) ‘Alaiii in the month of 
Rahlul Amffalof the year 1020 (A H. 1012 A_D.), [They were sent | in charge 
of Kamil, bod of Darwlsh Mltmf. and [were erected] under the supervision of 
Gopfll” 

A tradition Current among the local people about the red stone pillars fe as 
follows :— 

A Persian merchant named Adam Wnudiipir was coming to India in a ship, 
with, among other commodities, these pillars for purposes of trade : hut on his 

1 Bloelirnmn jr >p. ?k- p. ’2lt2l uivo* the ehmuo^nifii as £taauuJ tfittuyat {Lamp nl Giikt- 
ance) which ranwpo ndfl lo Sill A.H, [or 144? A,D.\ ; hut Uom the pethprw given cm 
p. Hi, it is clear Itml thb rnmnot W cdfiwlv—If. E. 

3 \ urn rmtehnd to Maulvi NnjuiiihHiiwkifL A^rftnnt Iiuifus tor of fkliool* for M id unit- 
meLriAu KchU'fltioiU JinjBhnhi Division* noi only for this rovtwd rtuiilin^. hut also for much 
iielp with other EnwripljorLff, u.l-„ that irmnlfou&J in tlw n«*xt two jkwHocis which in now 
t« ho found over the Kate of tho encloiiir* Jtraud Alaul Hoqq’ri tomb. To him also in 
due the irnpttfUuit vcnwUofi oi the Muhammadan n*mC for Doolala tTabrlxahnil, irtHUud 
of Blftdurumri'n tvnduig Tlniiibwlf at lho cud of thU book.—EL E. S, 
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way hr wa* overtaken by a valent storm at Hr had heard of the power of 
the Saint r Kur Qutfoul ‘Alain, and, .solemnly praying for his intervention, vowed 
that if he were rescued from his trouble he would present him with half of hit 
wealth and pay him respect lit Fuiuluu. While he was thus praying, the Saint 
hap].* 1 tied to be having himself shaved at his residence in Pfinduu p when all a I 
once the Sasrit told the burlier to stop shaving him and to clone his eves, The 
Saint then interccdad with Ihsl on behalf of the merchant who* it is said, 
received immediate help and his ship svm brought safely to harbour. After 
a while the Saint told the barber to open his eyes and logo on with his wort 
The barter saw t he hand of the Saint wet with water find asked him w hat was 
the chiise of this. The Saint, after repeatedly refusing, told him what 
had h appealed. It is said that when this men: h ant reached India he tirsi eaiue 
to the Saint ami wanted to present him with half of hb wealth, but the Saint 
declined the offer. The merchant then married his daughter to the Saint and 
presented him with these five red [pillars. It is further stated that the 
merchant spent the remain hig years of Ids life with the Saint, and died at 
PauduaJ His grave Ls still to l>e aecn in the cemetery of the shrine, to the 
*^mth of Shaikh * A hi id Haqq's tomb. 

Shaikh 'Atfiul fhiqq. 

According to the inscription over the gate of the enclosure round his tomb, 
which lie* just to the east fpf hi* son 11 * tomb, the real name of "AlJtui Haqq. the 
father of Xur Qutfoul ‘Alum. was possibly Ahmad fridt nest paragraph), and he 
was the son of " f mar bhi As ad KhalidL These twm Saint* thus claimed to be 
of Quraysh Arab stock and were therefore relatives of the Prophet Ala til Haqq 
belonged to a well-to-do upcounfciy famih , and was also the spiritual successor 
of AkhT SinljuddTn IsmAii of l-nur,* w They *ay that when Shaikh Akhi 
Blraj obtained the ihiitjfni (*iieet *^r*hi[0 from Xb/vrnNfklin Auliya and de¬ 
parted for Bengal, he represented that a man of knowledge imd rank lived there, 
ami ticked how lie should manage with him. Xizuiimddfn replied, % lk> not be 
anxious, he will be your servant [khtidimY and so it turned out. They say 
that Shaikh Sirajiiddin used to Ij * 1 carried about the country, and that cooked 
food used to foe taken along with him, and that his servants would put a lust 
pot on Shaikh ‘Aliiul Haqq's head, so that his luiir got all burnt ulT. And 
Jus had to jmss in thin guise before the houaca of hw relations who were King's 
mini stem (Beveridge's summary of Hithf Baklitfh/t h* hriruhhfd-Jahnn 
A 'rttwh .1. S’, B.. IS!*o> p.’_NM3j. It iii also said that SiknndurShall, who enmc 

1 Fr»m lk’ tuicnra dutv of Ik tuqitbifit I^fr/.iipi f 1(11 2 A.D.), lk L utory oilti Oiilv refer 
to Chi# cut tlie tfaiiit # ilfew.^idinti ilihI uni to ihu ^miil himnw-lf. ilh 1 tn 1 latter rlwsd ;!I.hp vwvrs 
before thy jjreren Eat ion of the pillur* bv PlrzuuL— ft. J 1 !. S. 

= Art nironily nuta! on |>. SI, LlWhiruinii (L/pvurnaf it/ th*‘ Anatic Society ejf |h 7 J, 

p. 2fi0) Raya thji Smut plied m Ltanpid La 7S» AJL -ar I3&7 A,P., whereas, (rom fcho chrooo 
grum given by MnM liihl IfaidiAh, the date of his dp Vat h Would ngipcur to liavo Wn 
7 J 3 A.H.. i *r 134 ^ A.lJ. In new of the Molndictbia in l}»* dhlra yiwri in the 
prewiiit jhi rayoa|i>» and altnr}w>il npUes p the Htu *-a require farther invi-sOi^aticfti nnd 
wiO^tioii,— H. E, fj. 
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to the throne in l&iK A.l>. dmve 'Almd H&qq a way to SuMrgSon, but later, 
when Azam Shah revolt** 1. he WHH iK-rmitt^l to return to PandiiA. 'Alnul 
Hiujj] died oil llmSutb /frr fab 78b A J!. i \ m AM A. I M 1 utid the chronogram of 
hits dciiili is as follows : * *xZ gj^ 1 * ! Jkc 

° - AIhiiI Hnqq hits bed'll united with God/* 

It in B&id that when Haamt L Ainu I Hrtqq died Alnkhdum Jahaolyau 
Jfthtngaaht 1 appeared at Pandim ami performed the Jau&a (funeral 
prayer) ceremony for the Saint, 


humptim nttr the Door of the BndosHW of Shaikh Aifntt fiaqq'* Tomb. 


The photograph of the tomb enclosure, given hy Kavennhaw a* Plate 2W of 
Iuh flour, *hews nd inscription over the gate : hut when repairs were made some 
venre ago a m*wt interesting two-lineal inscription in mixed Arabic and Persian 
wit* placed over the gate. It does not appear to have b*en previously recorded, 
aud ( ho far us it can at present he read, the text i> us billows 

b* tfj ^j- 1 H j 4 aJJ ■’ till 


L* j ^jj| ^ U r J** *jjb |J tAjLc ^A'J 10 ^ t>j^l 

*0^4 S J ^0jJ| j AM- > ^ 1*5 ^1 ^ 


iiiljJj — ^ sj-kw J*) Uilaii 


Jj*L* Kl/ >uy\j^ £4| ^ ^ 

jB) Vj 

^jkyUJ| ^'db Ai,-* ^jUJl 

* ; *Jj j j^ 1 ! ; y j&Z J Jtc yt*> V^l 

utility ^ t_sL>j | ii ) 

lb* .^jbiji *yp AU J|« y 

♦ ] (5 ^frW i ; dl 

i BEochruAiiiit h./ the Ariaiit Shitty vj Beiujai, ts73 P p. gi™ tlio <lnte ut 

^Uaul fioqq^ 1 truth IM Ihv Jut JT«jo6 WK 1 , H.f 20th Man ti tSh^: hut if Shai k h ’AMUll Huqq 
wa* yeiai^ onough to Isnv^ hmvmv Akhl SimjiHldln 'a rnnimL ^nmat whsn Un» latter 
cflnu.i lo IkikKal nfcor XivmlllMln Auliya s d^lh hi Wlb AJK Im- riMi*t hav* tieea b)m 
about tii.- b^toiaiug of the Hchto, wh hi 78tt A.H., Ik' munt haw kwou nti 

o|d inmi. MukhdujLL JuliilniyAii apparently Saiyid JoliUuddln BukhOif (of Uchh) wh* 
dm\ { ■Twr dfTTg to jjja £afSn&tn}*A itliw [3. 110) u. Ittt* -V.H,, i.c-., before ttithef of the 

Kuni^ooed <liitc$ of Ajlul Ha^q's cU^oth,—H. E. S. 
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Tramlaiim .—Allah S There is no got! hut He ■ the Living* the Self- 
subsisting : neither slumber Aoiz^ili Him nor sleep ; His is whatsoever is in the 
ilea veils and whatsoever is in the Earth ! Who is he that can intercede with 
Him but by Hte own permission ' He knowcth what is present with his crea¬ 
tures, and what is yet to Mall them : yet nought of His knowledge do they com¬ 
prehend save what He willeth Hls Throne reaeheth over Hie Heavens and 
the Earth, and the upholding of both burdemth Him not ; and He is the 
High* the Great/' {Quran, SHrah II —A ijatu-l- Kumi : Kwlwdl^ translation, 
p* 400.) il Ra d (the Angel of the Thunder) uttereth His praise* and the (other) 
Angels (also}* from awe of Him + (Quran P Surah X111). M ay their end be for. 
tunate ! (Persian) This gate has been erected in memory of H ax rut Shaikhul 
lainnt, Crown of the Nat ion. Full Moon among t he Saint* who have been 
united (with Allah), Accepted at the Tribunal of the l/>nl of the World*. Hojs/- 
fuE uf the mercy of the Eternal, by Shaikh Rabh (?) Muhammad KMIiril 
(ij 1 .. descendant of Khalid bin \\ alld)— May Allah preserve Eiim in both worlds ! 
— (for) the place of worship of the pious, the w&tnafr (seat) of Huzmt SuMmd 
*Arifin (Sultan of the Saint*), Quihaf Uftcib ( Pole of Poles), Slain by the love of 
the AtM-iver. Hazmt tjidbo Alnm, Mnkhdum Shaikh Nurol Haqq wa-ah- 
Shani 'wu-rUHii Ahmad (4-1) T'niar bin As ad Kluilidi, Sahih Maqfwo (Le. p of 
the highest rank among SfifRi 1 lay Allah prvaervti it so long m the Sun and 
Moon of the Heavens sirt=- over your head up to the Day of Redirection) [ 
(Jl was fiuwii 0 i]| on the 3rd of the month of Rtijuh —May its dignity be 
respected ! — in the year 9S0 h1 (A,H,. November, 1572 A.D.) t 

The inscription m particularly curious owing to it hardly referring at all to 
N‘ur t Jut hid ' Alain’s father,, from which the inference may be drawn that what¬ 
ever fame * Allot Huqq had eis a Saint had been almost forgotten by the time 
this inscription was written. Ei> interest however lies in the imruvs that 

are mentioned. The reading of these is by no means certain a*, in tiie inscrip¬ 
tion, Balm Muhammad look* more Like Buy a Muhammad, white the actual order 
of the mimes towards the end is Ahmad "Umar T bin As'ad Khnlid’. The inscrip¬ 
tion w m however undoubtedly put up wjmewhere in the immediate vicinity of 
where it now is by the builder of the Qutb Hhahi Mosque that lies a little to the 
north of the shrine ; nod a reference to the pedigree of the family in the poeseti- 
aion of the Manager show* jo) that the groat grandson of Shaikh AWltil (who 
was himself one of the groat grandsons of Xfir Qutbul Alum) was called 
Muhammad and that the latter had a son mimed B&bu ; (6) that Niir Quthtil 
‘Ain ms real name was Ahmad and (c| that, while no special name is assigned 
to "ASaul Hnqq, Ins father is said to have named Funir As ad LihorL 
The chief importance of the inscription as i to Riipfmrt of the family claim to 
descent from Kh&Ud bin Wnlid, and the fresh light it throws on the member 
of the family who built the Qnth Shah I mosque. 1 

,TJ| “ injtt'ription h<i* only v«y nwwitly I I&30) b«sn not bod and rriui, and it hu not 
then-faro ben pebble to do mom than include a mention of it in tins appropfuita pW. 
The HiA^riptioiw «t the Qutb ShMiJ moHquo obviously nwd fwrshcr study in the light of 
what ■» new r*cordoi. H. E. iS. 
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Genealogical Tree of the Qutbi Family of Pttndua. 1 


I, Mnkhdurn Shaikh ALSnl Haqq {tfjedjtfafrabJy tn 1384 A* />.). 

I 


S. Muhammad "Ala, 8, Muhammad 

A*zam. 


I 

S- Qfl/i- 


2- S. Ahmad Nfir 
(Jilt hill 'A lam 
{died in Ufa 

A.D.l 


I 

S. Afqah or Kihituddin, 


S. Anwar Shahid (jttfled oi /VJfl A,/JJ r 

I 


I 


4. S- Ziihid (died in A.I),) S. AjmaL 


I 


S, Akitutl. 


1 

S. SijfT. 

3. 8rA>liraf. 

1 

S. QaEnuriar 

1 

S- G Kalis (n/i tv 

1 

■S. An tad, 





in imiA.LK 



5* FtrMii alla. 
{This man 
had two 

sons. hut 
his h ranch 
of the 

family ulti¬ 
mately be¬ 
came ex¬ 
tinct.) 


S. Darwish. S. Ahmad. —riefrins* S. Qutb. 

cription of 
Muzaftar 

Shah). 


S, Sharif. 


B. AbdM 
(Had otie 
&cm — S. 

Khnlllur- 
Rahman 
—hut 
this 
branch 
of the 
fami ly 
alee ulti¬ 
mately 

became 

extinct.) 


! I I 

S. ftahfmddin. fb S, Miwhamif S. K&hfr. 
(alias B- Raja 
nr Keza). 

I 

7. S. A Is mad. 

I 

S. S- Mahmud, 

I . 

D. S. Niswsruuddri*. 
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(concluded.) 

9. S, XizumuddTn. 

i 

10, 8. Sharafuddln 

(alive in J04B A-t ) + — Sait ad), 

I 

11. S. Hanududdln* 

I 

12^ 8. KnhTr (alive in L64&A+J3* 
— Stifled), 


S s Numddin. S* Dnrgilhl. IS, K. QutbudrfiiL 


14. S. Badruddln. 


S. Qaninruddto. In. BibT Xnnht— Saiyiti Shah Cbind—Mtlh 

Wall’ ( Moon Saint’}—of 

Eklukbt- BwrdwatL 


Xajnmddm, S. Slinm-iukisin 16 . Sniykl Shah Ghutfim Husain 

^-. y- ■— ; (d s& 1 lief ore 1810)=: Bi bi Saiy id ~ 

Xo issue. | urhNisa. 

17. Saiyid Shah Ghulftm Najaf T Dikhilkar ( Revenue payer 


IS- Shah Furman ’ All = Habibun-Ki^ii Sh&h Fateh * A1 i. 

| of Eldfikhl, 

Burdwuru 

19. HfbT Sfljidiiti-Nisii=(!hau(lluiri. MuWHhhidur-KAhiimii of Hob 

Eankum. 

f” 

20. ( hwudhiiri Mfcjnuijjudur-Ruhniiiis. 

21. Bibt Sh ftiu si i ii-N a I tilr (now living— ! )r. Muhammad Skldiq (of 

Calcutta). 


22; Sniyid As^bar Ahmad. Saiyi d Shamsi t r~ Rah ni an * (Another son.J Satyid 
(deceased). Badmzzanilin. 
















Mi:tituus or iaAUi[ ash imn nr a , 
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Tith Deed of the Shush (or Chhay) Hazirl £»luU - 

Th.-re is a twHtion that Sultan HuWui Shah presented fine Sharafuddln, 
Ann of Xr/awniddTii (one of the deserudante nf Niir Qutbul 'Alum) with -I" vil¬ 
la^ (rent-free) for the support of the endowment 2 . In enursc of time the 
document* became deeded and were shown hyShaikh Kahlr.the Superintend, 
e„i for tin- time being, to Sultan Shiijft'. The tatter made a fresh g«nt to 
Shaikli Kalur, dated 25th Sha hdn in the 32nd year of the reign of Shall .laluiu 
corresponding to IlftH A ll- (1048 A.DJ- The document beam the seal of 
Shall Shiija + + 


{Jbittlsbf Inter&t in ihz Dargfih Enrlmure, 

The following art* the more important objects of interest to be seen m the 
GhhrM Darj/Sh enclosure.. 


i Wien o nrfrreneo was inarfct to ll,e prwcnt *E *b" &**>> Ba ** 

wan found that «1 m, ,-di^ pv,a by the lab- KMn Siihib ww. 3- 

O.L. ™, rt - „ uU at 1‘n.idiai «l*0ialh in «»* (-eoemtHMS ufler »^ ut | •> w, A D T, “ “ 

di.a Jraioi, bos 1 hero fore W printed in the- 1**1 b> 4 *oof ecriou* donbl* « to 
nutlu'iit laity of the Litter {which is tally O copy obtaino.1 train the companion of a M 

„ho borrowed the origjbud A-"™™ 1 «*“* ti,TU - n "° ,,nd nuv< ‘ f "‘ turT ^ 1 

lho iijli iLi - of So. !U f Saiyid Sh*h ci.ul.Vo Hu-K b-d bt™ |iU 

„ tll1 , v ■ si mb Muhammad Wnir {which oeew to be a corrupt uni of the trtlo °f ■*“ 

tether) the tatter part hw te,«.ntrii»ttal«l* d 

other c.ujuirire = 0) UuilMuna, Hamilton in hi* Ptem* (ef>-*;» 4 gg£i w.'idJ 

t | K > i*tuK> was tUen uniJLif tliO I WDaQSOW* «F a daJy Iiaawxl IttlTL rta 

' . . f v « Hdflwn ' {-) In the of the i-mqtiLry u* 1Z&U by 

^ u Uiv ^ _ | \v. at tlio. rnaUno* of the Bwd of BcvMUOp ft* La 

; w srtiidA. Vwfim {if. in cent ml of Ihu eatatet w** the wm of «“ late Sui>nl 

i from ttio dale of the lfWS A.D. Sanw! lo ^ Jy bnoWH 

down to m. 

emte there no dtoerepanoy betweenthoesp-ted unmhre of 

Lw OB F ivna in lb* - b may bo taken m ,to P— at form to ho appro*, 

mntelv eorrtcl.—H. K- S. 

, - -ilj viwrs) art rfiown in tho iM-il^nv juot KiVen t*tlVi.f;n 

tradition rtetet bo correct aa Hutein Shah douridted 
. , , \ | } i, r oniv tlmw or four Koaeretitnw after ‘Al&hl H"H‘h A refemdeo to tl»o 

alLOut character of fb.M “>-to 

SlTrii™ J faota of Uie to be that a «i«od wa. anmtedby Shah^jn'm WW 
: D f Shareloddin. and that Kablr (8harefu*Ucfs gnuuison) -v then 

A H ; ' VTs' ^do MshUl' The nareo of the Sirkar in which the estate* wore wteated 

01 t’ftSS^ViJlStel Mailer W ya that although the grant w« made m 

Sl“mfud lin - -uiteO. ha hud ptM tho monu^Uient of the «tate to KuMr. 

tl. K, 


8 
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A—Tub CAtfht Khtma O* Nur Qi?tbvl ‘Aiam. 

This i^t close to the tomb of the Saint and on the west side of il r Although 
the building is old. the roof and verandah appear to have been built of Into yearn, 
ft is of brick, with stone facing, and there is n good deal of atone caning In¬ 
side. On the east side there are three doors, over each of which there is an 
inscription* Those to the left and right are not very legible but, from the 
reproductions given in Kavenshaw's Gtmr [Plate 49-No, 8(n): and Plate 52- 
So, 1 5]. it may be seen that the former records the build Lug of a mosque in 
the time of the short-lived Sultan Niminiddm Abul Mujaliid Mahmud Shah 
ll (Nab? II SHM^AJL: Spring of 1491 A.D.) by I'li^gh Majti* Khiin Alft* 
while the hitter dates from fll&A.H. (1500 A.D.) ha Husain Skalds reigu, and 
also appears to commemorate the building of a mosque by one riugh Tahir 
Khun. The middle Inscription la more legible, and the reference to the tomb 
being in the Sufi Khtluti seems to show that the Saint was buried (like the 
Prophet himself) within, his own htniR 1 , which lias now disappeared but which 
was rebuilt in 14S&3 Ad), It should fee noted, however, that the h*-al people 
also refer to thc Guctft House (now the local Poet Office) which lies to the north¬ 
east of the main enoloeure, as the Sufi KhSna, The Muhammad iihaus 
mentioned in the inscription was one of the great grandsons of Ilazrul Xur 
Qutbtil 'Alam. The wording of the inscription is us follows :— 

jii ) ^ l=J ^f 

, ,« 4&I ^ f& ij* } *^1 x/* 

£im* t.JiiU iS-ijjJf iAtjJJ ^ 

jj,* ^ ^ jriJj ^ yy 3 I 

^ysA I Il>* *J>5 4&I jjJ y M ^o* {JU: 

kijj] J r t*Jl J-ittJl JiWi JoUj ^tkLJ| 

ijn^l ^lc| y dJibd** y dXh* 40j olA ^IkJLw jU- y 

^.1—*1] y ^ImII i*lbL ^ (^alFI lA* y 

Li|i? ^Ji*j 4JJ| Cls^i ^i| 

*|1U ^liJ y ^ ^ oP ^ ) 

TransUitim r — M Almighty Allah says: 1 V T erily the first bouse that was 
Bowuded for men is the one in blessed fkikkah (Mecca) which is a guidance to 
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all beluga. In it are dear ; the place of Abraham [ mid who enter* into 
U fa wile : and Allfih enjoined men to visit it, if they are able to go there; but 
whosoever disbelieve#, verily, Allah is independent of al] beings, r ( (fur'fin 111, 
v>r$es 110 to US.) In thifl Sufi building the Tomb of the Pole {Quth) of Poles 
wm built p who won slain by the love of the All-giver, the Shaikh of Shaikhs 
Hu/rar Shaikh Nil ml Haqq wn-sh-Sham 1 wa-d-Diu Saiyid Qntb + A]stin—May 
AliHh purify his lieloved heart and may Allah ilhULiinnto his p l ave 3 Thb. 
house was built, in the reign of the just, liberal and learned Sultan, the Ixdeiider 
of Is la 111 and of the Muslims, Sharaaiidduiaya vaddfn Abu Na*r Mtraaffar 
Shah., the Sultan—31 ay AIM perpetuate his kingdom and rule and may He 
elevate bis condition and dignity l This house was built during tlm bhildful 
of Shaikh uf Main the Shaikh of Shaikhs son of the Shaikh of Shaikhs, Shaikh 
Muhammad Chaus—(Jay Almighty Allah ever protect him \ Dated the 17Mi 
of the blt^tfcd Earn man 80^ A.H.” (2nd July 1103 A.Dj, 


B.— Inscription nr The KITCHEN, 

1 1 unt to then north of the Vkilla Kktinti fes the Saints kitchen. In the pas- 
BiigtM*f w hich, fixed over the door leading out to t he north, is to be found a very 
l>cuutiful hLscriptieit of the time of NasinuldTn Mahmud Shah I. ill wfao^c fierscui 
the House qf Ilyas Shall was restored to the throne of Ikuigal in 1-1-42 A-Ik It 
records the construction of the tomb of an imam (|w»o i lily that of I he 
Immediate siiwesaoc to Shaikh Zahid, the grandson of Has rat Nut Qutbul 
‘AliunJ by one Latif Khan, and U dated the 2Sth Zif 11 ijja h SG3 A.H. &ih 
October 1459 A.DJ. The inscription—a reproduction of which is given 
on Plate VI—runs thus— 

r U| fli l^J 4&P u tS J 0^11 Jf jjii Jti 

J* O tc '“ 11 

t>i*A iJ«J] j O fljW l ) j 

j t »i r J ^.i+JL—uJl j iili. ii*i| ,*/*,? ' I 

;l-> ^ ;I J 

3 ii-Jf yi tii/j JS j ;^mJ| ^ ^ 

j j,1M Jj>I <5*? ,^*-*1 Jti <s? J 

jj 4Uf lit- dw Oj+iv* t a]a*Jl jlj 
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Translation r ^- tk Almighty Allah xuys : 4 Every suid shall ta*te of death p 
(Qur'an, HI r I*2). He atao says 1 When their time is come, they shall nei¬ 
ther retard nor advance it an hour ' (Qtfrun, X. 50). He also sayfc f 1 Every¬ 
thing on earth fodeth, but the face of thy Sjird remained h full of glory'and 
honour/ (^urjiR, LV, 20}. 

k, (hir revered Master, the Teacher of Imams, the l J i fM>f of the Congregation, 
the Hurt of the Faith, tlie Testimony of Isliim and of the Muslima, who bestowed 
advantuif^ upon rI ik^ [mumml the indigent. the Guide of Saints and of such m 
wish to he guided, |klw,1 ; l w; l y from this transient world to the rverlu ding 
mansion on the H* rh Zit Ifijjft. -i Mi mi lay, of the year Sb3, during the ivi^n of 
the Sultan of Sultans, the Protector of the countries of the Faithfiil, 
XnsirnddEi iiiya wnddin Abfll Miiraffar Mahmhd Shall, the Sultan—May 
Allah keep him in safety and security ! This tomb was erwted by the great 
Khan, Latlf Khan— May Allah protect Inm against evils and miflfortmies l 1 ' 

t\ — flijtifi-Gflh* OK PlLlYlVQ -STATION. 

The front wall uf the kitchen passage server an a SijfUi-rjnh , lief ore which 
persons, visiting thefVufri Khanu eaii perform their devotions; and im the 
east face of ihk w all is fixed it very lag inscribed stone, the reading of w hich 
\s as follows 

| r ji Jjij| ^jj au —* a/* r 1 -) *i r ^ J' s 

Jo Vi JjVi u« O iXnii 

— t ‘ t yi 

f Tj — ^ | 4 hL . 1 iiL-“ j A^LL- - All] oJ- 5% JJaJLwJi 

* } J& W- ?J pi U^l 

. aoL/Uj J ^jLS 5 jli* 

Tramhdbn— Kl The Prophet— May Allah T a lileasing rest upon him !— &ays : 
* He who biiikls a raoftque for Allah, shall huvo a castle built fur liim by Adah 
in Paradise/ Tins moaque was built in the reign of the Jusrt mid Liberal 
Sultan Sh a insudd u i liy a waddin Abul Muza liar Yusuf Shall, the Sultan p 
sou of Mrbuk Shah, tire Sultan, son of Mahmud Shrdi the Sultan—May Allah 
pcri^tunte Ilia kingdom and sovereignty 1 — by the exulted Majlis, MujJisuL 
Uajalis — May Almighty Allilh exalt- hi* dignity In both worlds 3 And this 
took place on Friday, the 20th Rajah —May its dignity he respected 1—of 
the year according to the am of the flight of the Prophet, upon w hom 
may Allth s blessing nnd peace rest V* 



Plate YL 


Thi* Ni-ifudfltn Uvtund^ Sjitfi -1 uucriplKH* erf P>f?Asm. b If S6J. 
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It is clear that I his fine iutfcription originally belonged to a mosque built 
in 8*4 A ll. (347JI A.PJ in the reign of Vilatif Shall ; and that it has been 
brought to the shrine from elsewhere. A reproduction of Hie inscription will 
be found as Plate 47 of Ravenshaw’fi Gh?H*r r 


U. MosqtK of IJazi Nun. 

This 3s a three-domed brick mosque which lies ini mediately to the 
north of the tomb of Makhdtim * A Ural Haqq. IU dimensions arc 58 feet 
by 24 feet. There fa no inscription over the door * 1 . 

Jt is said that one Qfizf Nor endowed n lam led properly at Qazlhatta 
(near the Raikhan DighT, li inUea to the north-weal) for the projjer 
up keep of this mosque, The income of this property is still about Sts. 500 
per annum ami is indudint Em the revenue of the S froth Haznn Estate, 


E, JltUfT TtikOr ok iSwkkt Tank. 

On the feikI aide of the shrine enclosure there is a tank, said in have 
lieen dug in the time of : Alftul Haqq. The tffrfit* ntv made of stone taken 
from the neighbouring mimed buildings Some years ago a enivuI stone 
from The pulpit of the Adlna Musque was found at the east flAr7f% 


F + — BahhM-kii-iktrutmth, on Cate of Pahaoise, 

This is a smell one-domed building south-east of the tomb of Nor 

Qutli Alain, It is said that Shaikh Zahid, grand of Xur Quthul Ahiai, 
was horn in this building, w hich thus became sacred, and pilgrims visit it w ith 
the hope that thrir sins will be forgiven in I he nest world. Over the gateway 
there is ail inscription in curious characters, hut only Yn AH*lh and 
Er7 Ftitah are legible. It Ik said that I#m A A zum (the Greatest Name of 
Allah) is written on it. The common belief is that persons haunted by 
evil spirits are fitted from them on approaching the door of this sacred place, 
and crowds of superstitious people are to be seen surrounding the spot to 
wiincfti the interesting ceremonies by which evil apiriU? are exorcised when 
these are being jjerformed. 


i TIlis intwKpar Iiab raw—MOtt 4 mn\ repiHrvd (uiid by Btht ^hartmin- 

Xiiliiir, lln 1 eldest HLirvhuiig dowi’mlilB'l e if the Saint.- H. K, ft, 

i |f fr*-WJ thrtt a Hindu joffi cnee pivR-nM U* lhr -SaijU a touch-At one which, 
ho»CV< r t wrui Hiriiwn by I til - ftsiicit into this tank, Whi n nfuwnvd* dived into 

Lhp 11 li ik io rei-uviT the atone ho was surprised to find mmimwable toEtd^tane* at the 
bntLr:ni of the limk. With so™ difficulty tbejcffi found hi**wn atone, and afterward* 
sett Ei-il in a plow vl ewe to BingaiMliA ffhkli w*u* hmwfurUi cilh-d J&gia Amrt, 



lie 
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G,—Tub Kota Pntthtir, or Black Stonr. 

This is a little east of the tomb of A leu l Haqq and m the tomb of a child 
named Inayatullnh, the son of a nobleman of Sahrawilr in Khurasan. The 
tomb is made of black basalt. The child wan buried on the 1st of Ramazan 
lol" A.H. (I 808 A.B.); and the inscription oil the stone is as follows:— 

* jif| JJj| 

jiSij ^ jfll te-iti* 

a -A»/ H jBi of)ij y?~ lyti ,i ’* e 

■ uf>~* I-IV *i~ 

Translation ,—This is the tablet on the tomb of the innocent child 

Irisyaluilah, son of Tahir Muhammad, son of I mam addin Husnii), son of 

Si i It Jin 1 Ali + of Sal tza war—May AUih illuminate his noting place ! 1st 

Rttftffinlu 1017 A.H. 1 (November 29th r lt50B A.D.), 

% 

H.—Tomb of Sher Khan. 

UIomj to the Kola Pattkar there is the tomb of fiber Khan, son of Jaw bur 
Khan. Jt is said that he was a soldier in the service of the nobleman of 
Sn bxawar. 


I.—Tombs of Shaikh Afqah and Shaikh Anwar. 

They were respectively the eldest and the youngest sons of Nflr Qntbul 
■A la m Shaikh Afqah for Rifatuddln.us he is called in the pedigree given by 
l IS hi Rakish) was celebrated for his humility. His tomb is beside his father’s. 
Shaikh Anwar is said to have died a martyr at Sunargaon at the hands of 
Klip Kaiia, Ho wits famous for his generosity and used to have sheep 
fattened and killed for the MTrs, though ho did not touch moat himself. 
Between the tombs of the two brothers are those of two other brothers named 
M hi mil Islam and ‘Ainul Islam, who wore devoted servants of Xiir Qutb- 
Miutahi IIfihi Rakish, the author of the ‘ Rhurithid-i-Jahan Naina (from 

ivlii (di most of these notes on the <Jlitbf family are drawn), suggests that the 

Knit of those muy have been the Mu* in odd in Abbas, the father of Uudrul- 
IslAm, who — according to the author of the Riijiizu^Raldtin — was slain by 
JMjii Kuns la-fore 1415 AJD. fa* refusing to pay him any respect. 

J — 1 Tomb of Shaikh Zahid. 

Bhaikh Zaliid was the son of Shaikh Afqah and grandson of Niir Qntbul 
'Alain. His tomb is beside his father’* on the south side and his prayer atone 
lies Just to the w est. He had ten sons. His death took place on the 17th 
Ri,in'id An-wal StR) A.H. (1455 A. IX). The chronogram of his death is— 

1v-jii L* J tl 


11 He* hat I ntj Inve for the world. 1 ' 
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K-— The J?iM Maftnl. 


This was the house for the hwr&m of the Saint Nur QritbuL 'Abtn. Jt Lies 
north of the tihrine and is now a heap of ruiiu* From the ciiamdlcd 
bricks lying on the Kite it is assumed that the building wan faced with glared 
bricks, Ft b said that the ground storey lies under these heaps of bricks 
Some curved stone lintels arts still lying on the spot. 


L.—Stone Capital. 


A huge circular stone block, 6 feet 8 inches in diameter and 3 feet (i inches 
thick, lies to the smith of the Blbt Mahal* It seems to he the capital of n 
atone column, and a photograph of it haa been given in Eavemhnw'a On nr 
{Fig. I: Plate 30). The tonal people call it the Bath seat of Mir Qutbul 
Alain. In iHtib this stone was moved by the then Manager of the Kwiate and 



anti brickwork to a great depth can be seen in the hole, 

M — the Mum fir Ehdna , cm Guest Henry*:, asd Cate. 

These buildings lie outside the cmdoanre of the \laryah anil to the north¬ 
east of it. The Mum fir Khaiui itself (which is aim referred to by the local 



p^ r 2Q.—Copfxrjr Orumjt of NmruiJh Mir Qtutim Khan, >/i front of the *'uU 
vf the Ma^Or KhAim. 
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MKHOms OF GAtn AST* i'ANOt.l. 


people as the Sup Khijna) is now used ns a post office. The gate was built 
of carved tiles, traces of which are still existing in the walls, but the building 
is no longer in its original form and the roof is now covered with old wooden 
beams and bargas (small cross beams). The sill of the gateway h a bLiek 
basalt stone and bears the signs of the Zodiac. On one of the jambs of this 
gateway are some marks said to have been caused by a foqir named Dokor- 
posh/ or Khirka-pnsh (He of the tattered clothes) who, the legend Say a, 
arrived at the gate, hungry' and footsore and t on iieiiig refused admittance, 
dashed Ins head against the jamb. He wa>+ afterwards admitted to lake a 
aharc of the (bod when decently dressed, and, it h said, revenged himself on 
the authorities by making his clothes cat the meal set before him. 

N, — Corn Dai? ns. 

Two turge copper drums are still lying near the gate of the M rtsnfir Kkana. 
It is said that they were presented by Nawwgb Qo&im Khun [Nawmrfflb X'fczirn 
uf Bengal)* whose name in engraved on the border of one of the drums. 

It is said that they were used to call the guests to their meals, 

A. TuK Qutb Shahi Mitajid. 

[Built by n Member of the Qutb? Family in i\W AJI. (1AS2 A-!>.)-] 

The Qutb Shu hi Mosque lacs midway between the shrine nf Xfir Qtttliul 
‘AlaEii and the Ekhikhi Mausoleum. It is built of brick anti stone anti 
had ten domes. The roof has fallen in, but the walls and the pulpit are stand¬ 
ing. Its dimensions are sg feet 6 inches by 37 feet 8 inches. From the in¬ 
scription it appears that it was built in IhK) A,H. (1582 A,D.) by Mukhdum 
Shaikh, son of Muhammad al-Khididl who was a descendant of Xfir Qutb. It 
was called the Qttih SfuJhl Masjtd, ns a mark of respect to the Saint Xfir 
Qullml 'Alain. The following is the twodine inscription in Tmjhra 
characters over the doorway 

t- JJF U*—■ ^ -i- ; »vii jL, J* 

fj£+il j t&tJ! ^ i) Jltl 

wjU=SJ} wb* ^.Uf* 1 II ^jJLidl ^*5^ ^ J 

p 

*/- L 1 4B) j 41° au| ^ ^" c vj^^l 

m iiU£ ^SjU j Jfl-fit 

1 If tbo tun* name t*c l>okorp<inK litis nmy t» tbo Makltdum tilyirtbn! Hurmii 

Dokorproh who is htirkd near its* masque (tt mil™. nortli i nsl nf Ufugmij in lh*- BmAjpur 
District) noticed by Buduumii Hamilton ( Historical Itetoripiian of Dim^pur, p. 34}— 

II E. S. 

1 He was SHm i s»lir lo AITr JiChirand vu ifr-iv-iiod in the batik nf ITUt ,\,|), 



HKMONIS OF (i.lCE ASH PA.VBL’A 


121 



Fi$. 21.’—Qntb Stiilhi Mftajil. fir GMrn Jif^uc, Pandutf 
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MKMOtttS OF GAD It AND l'ANfHU, 


Translation *— 11 The Prophet—May the blessings and peace of Allah be 
upon him!— 1i?ih said, -Whoeverin this world had erected a mosque lor Allfkh, 
Alla h will build for him seventy palaces in Paradise/ This mosque w r as 
built by our great and respected Mnkh<luni Shaikh, son "of Muhammad ah 
KMlidt who wjl s the Supervisor of the abode of the Pole of Poles and Leader 
of the Pious. He was a follower of Shaikh Nfir -M ty Allah extend 
his shadow and make lus past deeds fruitful [ This mosque is called the 
Qtitb Shahi Mosque, and its Chronogram is * Makhdhm ‘Ubaid Kajl V’ 1 
By taking the numerical value of the Arabic letters of the last sentence, 
the date is seen to be OTO A.H + 



Fig. tfiht Qutb Khfihl Mwfiir* 


s ThiU iri ” AhikhdiYm who is the humble UtrVMl, hopeful (of mercy)," A« 

hiui uLn-«dy been noted in not* 1, p r UO* thus uui*riptiori» a* weU m the other two nt this 
inorqtie* squire further study From the infleriptiou over the gate of tho tomb 
pjjfloHuns of "Alulll Hnqip tho reel florae of the builder may bt> Mnkbiiimi Shiiikh 
Hiilul. non of Muhotnmad Klifili'lT H, K M. 
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Thera is another inscription over the pulpit which runs as follows :— 
jjjLkL* jLiL-* ojU jLa p j I^’Pls JU j 

r j-v^* jl 4 -Jj J* ^ ^ ^1 ^ f/jl 

, * nr *i- 


Ah quoted, the 2 1 it*(Lining of this inscription is more or less unmtelLigibfct 
ami they do not yield the date 093 A. 11. given on the stone, Perhaps the 

correct reading of the last line would be * ! "> J * 1 -' - J *-r^J *^' B *'* **4^ 

which yields 993 A.K. The purport of the above verse might then be said 
to lie : ** Look well at this bird who in always melfnod to live in the desert. 
With his beak he utters a melody of the true faith tike the morning breeze. 
This chronogram was revealed by the grace (of Allah) and was accepted. 
1 The foundation of the mosque adorned by Makhdum k in the year 003. >p 

There is an entrance gate attached to this masque ; but it is now twist 
repair. This gate had mi Inscription but it is no longer traceable. The 
text and tnuulation of the inscription are reproduced here (with slight cor¬ 
rections) from Beveridge's notes on the KhutAid^i-JaMn Numu (foe, 
dL, p. 

^dA £jLaxJ| JS y3 
i a bj^b - -Uip 

# A q ^ f j.u - C_jb 


aiJj <urd\ tjb 

^l£-* ^JLe Ay* 

^JaS *tji 


Tramttativn.—' hi The gate of this m-usque was built by the humble Fwftr 
Mnkhthlm Shaikh, son of Muhammad al-Khalitll. who was the disciple of 
Iiiai of high rank, the Sun of the Sky of Religion, and the Moon of the Mine 
of Truth, a f luide to the Way of Spirituality, the Exalted MakhdOm, Makhdfim 
Qutb-L 1 Akni—May Allah illuminate hia grave t The gate of the mosque was 
finished in the year 993 p> (A.H, : 1H85 A.l>,), 


This mosque Ls sometimes called the Smn Ma^jid (Golden mosque). It 
eeems that the name Sana originated from tbe gilding of the carved work on 
the face of the walls as well ns on the crowns of the turrets. 
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Trandati&n— U The Prophet—May the blessings and peace of Allah lie 
□pon liim!—baa said, 'Whoever in this world has erected a mosque for Allah, 
Allah will build for him seventy palaces in Paradise/ This mosque wm 
built by our great and rcspcctwl Mukhdiim Shaikh, eon "of Muhammad ah 
XhfrLidl who was the Supervisor of the abode of the Pole of Polos and Lender 
of the Pious. He was a follower of Shaikh Nttf—May Allah extend 
his shadow and make his past deeds fruitful! This manque is called the 
Qutb Hhahl Mosque T and its Chronogram is 4 Maklidum ’Ubsud RajT p . 3 
)|y taking the numerical value of the Arabic letters oF the last scjUpncc f 
the date m seen to be HOP A.H. 



Fitf u 2» a -^Puipif (hr Qiiib Shiihl Mmtftir. 


i That m " Mukhdam who is the humble wrvnnL,. IwpeW (of God's mwey)^ A« 
ha* Aln-ndy bwn not**! in imt* I. p r 110* thin iaaeription, as well an ihe other two et this 
mosque ftiquim further study- From the inscriptxm ever the gat* die tomb 
CliHftauroaf *AUkul Haqq* the real (JJMWJ oF Uw huildur may tw Mitklulutn Shaikh 
I in 1 1 m , ^'*n of M iihnrvi mud Klwilklf- H. *' : - **- 
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There w another m.scriptlon over the pulpit which runs ns follows: — 

jliv* ** Jji- * jUnSj i—tli 


fJ jiv j| ji g ± Ji- * J-f *J * £ijC t4>jL»'w r f j] 

# * Mr *i- 


As quoted, the meaning of this inscription is more or less unintelligible, 
and they do not yield the date 993 A,H. given on the atone. Perhaps the 

correct reading of the last lino would be % 

which yields 993 A.H. The purport of the above verse might then he said 
to be ; “ Look well at tins bird who is always inclined to live in the desert. 
With his beak he utter* a melody of the tmo faith like the morning breeze. 
This chronogram was revealed by the grace (of AIEhIl) and was accepted. 
i The foundation of the mosque adorned by Makhdum ' in the year 993.” 

There is an entrance gate attached to this mosque ; but it is now past 
repair. This gate had an inscription but it is no longer traceable. The 
text and translation of the inscription are reproduced here (with alight cor¬ 
rections) from Beveridge's notes on the Khttrshid-i-Jahtin Nam a (foe, 
21«}# 

J+jl* I -jb ti* 

ja!" 

l ■■ -a T i ti ijtii - 4jJ| *-Kc ^^5 ,.J I ?[j 


f i ^ q p aiU* - ljU 


Tr*t?t.dfilhfi. Llio gate of this mosque was built by the humble Ftitftr 
Mukhdiim Shaikh, hoei of Muhammad &I-Khfllidl, who was the disciple of 
him of high rank the Sun of the Sky of Religion, anil the Moon of the Mine 
of Truth, il Guide to the Way of Spirituality, the Exalted Makhdilm, Makhdum 
QatM-‘Abiin—May Allah illuminate hi* grave l The gate of the mosque was 
li ups fu'd in the year 993 1fc (ATT. ; 1 oS"» A !>-)- 


Thm mosque sometimes coifed the Sonu Afa$jid (Gulden mosque), Tt 
seems that the name Sort a originated from the gilding of the carved work on 
the face of the walls as well as on the crowns of the turrets. 
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ArrMfcetnral & f pt&$ rm ths htiUdinfj. 

(a) f*irrc*id work in ih\ mnrf&tt #-—There aw? two windows in each of the 
short walls of the mosque, containing pierced stone weak for ventilation such 
as is to V seen in many mosques at t hoir. 

(A) The construction of the mosque is excellent though it was built with 
materials collected from other buildings. The walls are curved at the 
cornices to imitate the appearance of a bungalow. 

(d) The hornispherica) domes rested on pointed arches, which wen? built 
over the pillars* When the pillars sunk, the arches crocked and the thrust 
n! the broken arches caused the domes to falL 

frf) The pillars in the middle of the mosque are all clumsy, and they 
collapsed when the roof fell in. They have now been set up a nr I the floor 
has Ijouii terraced. 

i 

(r) Tiie Vhubrdrft in front of the pulpit (tfirfc bottom right comer of 
Fig. ££) is a peculiar feature of this m usque. It seems to tie a grave of 
some ftil 'tr who was bimed in the unique after it fell into disrepair* 


4. The Eki.akiii MaTOOLEru, 

[ I Tol ml4c da t e of constn \v t U m £. 1412-1 "» A. 13. J 

Thia is a briek building, with a single lofty dome, w r hieh lies a short distance 
to the north-cost of the Qutb Shfihl \Wqne. Its dimensions are 7H feet 
(j inches by 74 feet 6 inches, the inner diameter of the dome being IS feet 
ft inches. The door openings are 8 feet 7 1 inches by I'i feet H inches and the 
walls arc* 13 feet thick. Its name is due to the tradition that it cost a lakh 
of rupM-s. Though the material* lire chiefly brick, it is the handsomest 
building in the place. The external walls are ornamented by carved 
and the ceiling of the dome in neatly plastered and covered with ornamental 
work. Its interior I» an octagon which is only lighted through the four snmtl 
doors, one oil each side. Over the entrance door is a lintel with a Hindu 
idol carved on it r and round the doorway are other stone* on which may be 
detected partial ^presentations of the human figure : the original carvings 
must therefore have been of Hindu origin. There ore three graves inside. 
The author of Rijjffztw-SiUStin states that one tomb is that of Jalaiuddifl, 
the ton of Raja Kilns, anti that the other two In long to Jalaluddln's wife 
and son* MuiishT-■ tin hi Bokhsb, the author of the Khurghld-i- JaMn Xttma< 
was inclined to think that the western tomb, which is the highest, is tlml 
of Sultan JalaLuddfn j that tlie one to the east is of his son Sultan Ahmad 
Shall s and that the middle one in the tomb of his wife. 
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There arc two stone jHwts at the head of the tombs of Jul&ludtfln and 
A lira tail Shah. The atone on that of the latter is raised a little above the |i.«ve k I 
of the tomb, which fciiowu that the grave belong to a martyr. The stone 
post of Jallluddln’s tomb in on the same level with the tomb, and so it i* 
known that tie died a natural death. 

The architecture ot this building is of the usual Iixlo-Saraceni© style, 
and the period seems to be about that of Julfd jddin's reign. Forcibly it was 
built by his father, Rfijii Kina, As already noted on page 60, it is almost 
identical in structure with the so-called Okika Maxjitt at iSanr near the 
Qadam Rasul building. 


Note* on the cmwi ruction of the bruitdtng, 

(a) fWis,— There are four cells in the Halls inside the building. These 
vvi-re intended for the readers of the Qur'un. The bkasmga of AMli were 
generally invoked on behalf of the deceased on even’ completion of the reading 
of the whole Qitrdn. It is believed that “ Hfifizea 1 1 fjs-rsona who know 
the Qur'an by heart) were paid by the estate for such readings. 

(fr) PtctilioT coiwtntction of the Entrant# door ,— The chief dum> 
or public entrance to the east, hm its threshold sloping down towards 
the main room where the Royal graves are lying, 11 construction making it 
mitoral for persona entering the room to bend the head towards the graves 
of the Kings as a mark of respect* It is possible that it whs into this building 
that Efljsi Kana called Shaikh Bad ml |s!im r the son of Shaikh Mu inudditi 
+ Abbas, before he was executed by drowning. Kin object was to induce 
the Shaikh to bend his head towards him as he entered the room, hut the 
Shaikh, when entering, thrust forward his legs limt and thus avoided saluting 
the KfijJi whom he regarded as a Kafir (infidel). 1 

(r) Grooms m the window frames — The other door openings or rather 
window** Incur grooves in the stone sills aait! lintels, which were p reliably 
intended to enable these openings to lie closed with iron rods. The window* 
am now provided with wire-netting, and the main dour is also closed w ith the 
same material and locked. From the atone hearings near the entrance ft 
appears that a wooden door u‘as originally provides 1 for the budding. 

[d) The crown# of the turret#. — TbS turrets at the four content of the 
building have lost their capitals, so that these cannot he factored m the absence 
of any old drawings or photographs to show their original appearance. 

(rj As may he seen from Fig. l23 + this building Inis vJso a curvature 
in the walls at the cornice* to iinitote the ordinary appearance of a bungalow. 


f It tiifly flluu lm mlUfflJ with to the suppy^l Cuiui^liwi yf HajQ Kilns with 

the KtctilkliE hutlrftmz i but Lrm-uJ truditien mutes tliiit when thu Raja ahmiju^l jjrprenun 
pnwiT over nfler the dial h uf thy hunt of the short-lived mi '-i t^ors of (jhiy'isud> 

tiljp, oal of t'-u-Mfinpl for MiiihuinimuiiUkLsTn h* it*wi ihrj adjacent Adlju* Tiioaqiiu oa hJa 
HiicfttTi [MrtgialmLp'fl CViiirt or Ziiuiiti^rl Qflliw)*—11. E. S. 
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(j) Carvirf Qttmm&ntQthn in f/i* brickworks- There are two broad bands 
of riehly decorated brickwork iietaw the cornice. Tlifr ornamentation m 
very varied in dasigii, and no Kindle pattern is often repeated. 

5. The Aids a Mnsqim- 

This celebrated mfwqma was I milt by SikamSjir Shith, Ijclwecn 7tW* ami 7715 
A.H. (13M—J374 A.D.) + Though partly in ruins, it m the m«t remarkable 
existing example of Muslim architecture of that period. It m a quadrangular 
Hlv ill ling consisting of cloisters* which surround a central area tuf the same form. 
U extends 507 J feet from north to south and 2851 feet from east to west. 
On the east side, through which the bulb ling is entered by un insignificant 
door, the clots tern arc 38 feet wide, and have 3 nudes. The total space is 
subdivided by means of transverse brick walla mid stone pillars into 1118 
squares, each of which wns once covered with a small dome. The northern 
and south vm sides are constructed on the same pattern, but + 1 m-E ng shorter* 
had only 39 and 51 domes respectively in each. The western ranges of 
clolnten 2 , being 04 feet in breadth. had 5 (instead, of 3) atate*, but m the centre 
la occupied h\ the Nave of the niistaque the nurnlier of dome* on this skle was 
only the same os that of the eastern dmtder. r*?,, 108. The huiuImt of domes 
covering the cloistera was therefore 3<Mi in all. The height of all tiheea cloisters 
was a Is ait 20 feet. including a broad ornamented comice. Towards the 
quadrangle they opened inwards with arches, which corresponded to the 
squares 1 - On the outride to the north, cast, and south, them are many 
small windows, highly decorated with carved tiles disposed in arches. The 
western wall, except for four small doore, and a window high up in the Central 
Mall, is devoid of openings, but in:dde there are Hie uaiuil mehes towards 
which the worshippers turned their faces, when at prayer. Many of those 
an- polished and highly carved. In the southern wing of the western c taint cr 
whore the common people wor*hip[mi p the niches rorresjioiid to the IS ftiwa 
of arches which form the cloisters. The northern wing of the same 
cloister only differs in so far ns it contain*, next to the Central Hall, n 
rained platform culled the Bfrl#hnh-ka-Tfibhl f which will Ik- deecribed later. 
This is Hiipported upon thick columns, about eight feet high. The adjacent 
wall contains three niches, and two doors* which are minutely curved and 
ornamented with passages from the Qur'&n. These doors communicate 
directly with u room on the same level called by the name of Sikandar’s 
Chamber. This is 42 feet square, and was formerly covered by nine domes. 
The outer front of the west side, though rendered irregular by the projec¬ 
tion of Sikandur T B Chamber, in the bc&t preserved portion of the building* 
and iit highly ornamented* The western wall, up to a height of LL feet tool 
stone, but above this is brickwork subdivided into minute section* and most 
elaborately carved- The doom on this side, which are ef stone, are the parts 
which have been executed in the best taste. 


1 TtllWfc rUlTHtam hitVs? iic.iriy kill FiilUihi down nad oalv the o-E the doublet row of 

toluiujui i.LH'l ijcrt-iotkid uf ihv tusklv WrtUs am ftUwding to-day. 
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Fig. 24. —,4*/S n-rj Afotfua, P<mdua a fl*ncralvim<tf A r <m. 
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Note* on the comtrurJion of the Manque, 

(«) A-h Sikanikr S hah at the beginning of hit* reign was occupied in warring 
against the Hindus a! Sylhftt, and a- many from what roust have been 

Hindu temples an* found in the Adimi Mosque, it is possible that he was a 
strict Miualmifi and encouraged his aubjecte to lie converted to Islam. If 
no, this would explain why he erected such a large mosque, m that all the 
Muslim inhabitants r>f Pandan could gather in one place for their Friday 
prayers. The building, however, is not specially well designed, ejj* very 
little care wus taken to ensure atiflieieut. light, and the H'bhh'ih ka Tnkht is 
dark even in the daytime, 

(6) The projecting pirtion of the building on the west aide for the chamber 
of Sikandar Shah was an after-thought and it was must probably added by 
Sikandnr Shah for the membere of the Royal family, whore they used to sit 
and take rest just liofore prayer time. There were windows in the south 
and west walk of this chamber, w hich were tilled in with stone trellis-work. 

(c) There wad apparently no mean* of mounting the Takht from the 
interior ; the only way of entering was through the two suudl dcwra in the west 
wall of the T at hi through the chamber of SikaudEir Shah, 

{d} The Bad*hfrh-k<i-Takht was originally paved with beautiful slab* of 
black basuIt., but nearly all have now disappeared and their place is taken by 
a wooden platform. In the shrine of Shall Jalal at Pandas several stone 
slabs can be ween in the cornice of the Ohilto Khuna and nt the entrance 
to the shrine. These were probably brought from the Btfd&hah kti T Takhi. 
There were railings on three sides of the Tukht hut no traces of them have 
been found . It is said that these railings originally belonged to a Buddhist 
temple. 

(e) There is ornamented terracotta brickwork on the west wall of the 
mosque which la profusely decorated with geometrical drawings And shows 
how advanced ail was iu Bengal in the 14th Century. That on the western 
wall of the Takht is beyond praise. Marks of unfinished work however 
are still to be won here and there, as if the building was never properly 
finished. 

f/| The window openings of the mosque on three sides are all blocked up 
now with plain Gaur bricks. It would be better if they were rebuilt with 
jfiff (pierced stone) work from the material* lying on the site. 

(p) Cement coating over the tops of the exposed walls of the cloisters, 
etc., to protect them from the rain is not very pleasing to the eyes. If more 
fond* wore available the to[p* of these walls might he rebuilt* say about one 
foot deep, with brickwork ill cement with raked joints. The lacing of the walls 
which have fallen down might also bo renewed with old bricks set in cement. 

(A) There were fluted pillars at the four corner* of the mosque. The 
remains id the two on the western front show how good workmanship was at 
the Lime the building was erected. 
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umlauts or eat it and vasbua. 


{i) Tlifi atone pillars for supporting the an:hen and dottles an of beautiful 
construction. They are square at the base, the middle pavtum is rounded 
with a flight taper and the capitals arc cut abut wise. 

(j) A portion of broken wall above the existing naif show? that the 
dome** of the naif w en hidden by a parapet. 

(!■) J tomb inside th p mongM^Though it is moat objectionable to bury 
any one inside a mosque, it is said by the local people that a foqtr a*ed to 
live here when the mosque was full of jungle, and that when be died, hia 
disciples buried him in the western cloiafcer* $em to the main Hull. 

(/} A drainage hole in (lie mat wall is closed by a atone crocodile with 
a large head and trunk, the month of which nerved to Carry off the rain water 
from the in in pound. 

(ru) There are two very large lotus bower rosettes in the wh wall of the 
cent ml Jt&ll apparently placed there for the stake of beauty, There are other 
carved lotus flowers fallow the Takht and in the west wall of rtiknnrUr’a 
chamber. These* m well as the tingam which is to be seen high up on the 
western wall of the main Hall, may have been brought from a Hindu temple. 


General Cunningham's remit tlx on the nbst.nez of nnt/ Entrant 0 afoot*? 

to the Adina Mosqm. 

■ The most remarkable feature about ibis great miiiqkl i> the total absence 
of n n v eh I I'm nei* gateway. The re n it t wo small doom i it t he bao k w nil, but 
these it re nun- posterns or private entrances for the convenience of 1 ho King 
and the Mtdteft*, Their* is also a small arched opening in the midi Ik- of the rust 
side, which was ms doubt intended for public use; but this h a nimpk doorway 
or ptii-sace through the waits, unmarked by any projecting wings or rising 
battlements. The real public entrance 3 believe to have been at I he souths 
east comer of th« cloisters, where the three archwaya at the usifllern end of 
the south cloisters are left Open, so that the people would enter at once into 
the south and the cast cloisters from the outside. As this arrangement 
utterly qanb the symmetry of the building, it was most- probably an after- 
thought when the single small dour in the middle of the east side was found 
utterly insufficient." (/teperf, p. Hi.) 


The Grant Central Ha!L 

The large central roam which forms the Nave of the mosque is iV 1 feet long 
ami 33 feet wide. On each aide, it has five arched openings. The roof was a 
long vault, n simple continuation of the main front arch which spanned ihe 
whole breadth of the room. Both tfnn of the vaulted roof are mdiritinelly 
marked against the top of the back wall* It La not known whether tlsc front 
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opening of this grand vault was screened in at the top or whether the whole wan 
protected with u wall above the arch owning ; hut it is probable that the 
opening cm the cast >idc was capped by a lofty battlement. The height of the 
roof was about 00 font. 


Tfir Qibk m th* tfW Watt e/ ihr Transept* 

The back wall of ihe Central Hall hfts the iihluiI Qihfa t or prayer niche, 
in the middle* with a pulpit on the north side. The whole of the t*iiek wall 
is very richly decorated, hut the carving is shallow and a fords ft strange contrast 



2j m —Qiblfl r*f iht i .I/wjJUc, 


to the deep cutting of some Hindu door jambs which are placed horizontally 
in ft single line, touching end to end just below the tw o lines of Arabic writing 
containing ecu I elicit from the Qtir in ornamental Kufic and Tug hr® 
character. 
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The reading ami tranflUtiou of the Lrweriptiofis on this* wall are gjfcan 
below :— 

Inscription (In Kitjk character) on the wall at a great height ; — 

•' In the name of Allah the Merciful, the Companionate/* 

* 4&I J \yy Jd >J II A-'] I 

+ * There is no (Joel but Allah and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allib/ 1 
Tttghra meciriptitma containing extracts from the Qvt'&ih ;— 

* IjOJj?! J j lj*y 1^1 L^I b ^5!jJ 4&1 Jl 

“ Said Almighty Allah 1 O people, who believe, bend in prayer* touch 
your forehead to the ground, and worship/ 

I 

j &> ^*1 v/" & 1 **?>— /•" ^ j/*' J® 

ii/* cj 1 $1 *1 r 1 j vXl/ j v^*' 1 r 1 ' 1 j 

-Jib ^*1 ^ J»-Jl i y Uc J S*!*- 

I » 4i| y Jill S ‘ t ^ 1 y J 1 


TVanjkdHM, ' Almighty AIlA h rtuid: 1 Hi* only who builds mosques 
for Allah, and who believeth. in Him and in tin* lust day, und observotb 
prayer, and payeth alms, and dreadeth dune but Allah, may be counted 
among thoeo wbo art' rightly guided. Do yc take the giving of drink to 
pilgrims or building u house for Allah lit Ik* eqmd in value to him who 
believeth in Allah and the lust day and exerts himself in the path of 
Allah ! They are not held equal by Allah ’ for Allah guideth not the 
unrighteous" [Qurfin. Surah IX. Versus IS and 19 — (slightly altered)]. 


The Pulpit. 

On the right bund of the Qiktn is u Mimbar (pulpit) from which the Imam 
preached to the people. ft is built of black basalt {Sttny-i-MuS'l —Stone of 
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Mcraes) curiously wrought with carved work, and the soffit to this pulpit is 
by a flight of steps of the same material, Underneath the 3/imia^ i* a small 



— -Mimbur. wr P^ipsil. of il ir .4cffujfl M^uc. 


equate clntinber,. tastefully ornament pi.1 with carvings- Among other deoo- 
iUtiDns P it contains a very beautiful raprodtietian of a circular hanging lamp 
or incense burner. The railings and two steps of the pulpit are mining and 
the greater portion of die rooF of the upper chamber is gone, It would 
be a good thing if the missing steps and railing* coaid be replaced. A? 
regards the roof, possibly it was originally furnished with a small dome 
similar to that of the pulpit in tttf Shdhi Mayjid (pioh Fig, 22), 

Pulpits of many mosques in Egypt are also provided with email domes. 

In the broken portion of the stops is to Iks seen the head of n lion which is 
supposed to have formed el part of the thmne of a Hindu King. There are 
other Hindu idols in a broken condition in the door sills and in the mihrahs 
(prayer-niches) all over the mosque. 
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Thi* upper room, which is situated directly to the north of the Central 
Hall, wju* intended to provide sejainate accommodation for the King and his 
family during services, It occupies five bays in the three hack aisles and is 
covered by 15 domes. In place of the usual tinted stone columns, maasive 
octagonal atone piers were used to carry the heavy weight of the stone door 
of the TakhU and, above these, come fluted pillars that support the arches 
that carry the domes. With the few adjacent bays m the south a sal east 
this is the only portion of the mosque that still retains if a nurf. The domes 
most probably owe their safety to the massive pillars of the lower storey 
which gave extra stability to the arches above them, while id the A'litie time 
they uffered no temptation to the spoiler to carry them off. The ten-foot stone 
shafts in the rest of the cloisters were not difficult to remove and, in con- 
Bcquencc, several scores of them have disappeared. 1 hen 1 are three 
prayer niches in the west wall of the TakM which are surrounded w ith beautiful 
ornamental Tughra inscription* and with fine carving* all over the surface, 
fiver the entrance to the ehamlx-r of Sikandnr Shah, there is also an inscription 
in Tfttfftra character which contains the Kalitntih Skahadai {Confession of 
Faith of u Muslim). 

The reading and translation of the inscriptions on the went waU of the 
B^d^kak-ka-Tatht arc given telo-w. The first taken from the A$al-u4~ 
Kurtii [Throne Verses) chapter of the Quran and as it is the earn® ns the 
first few lines of the inscription over the gate of thaendosjre of Alan I Haqq + e 
tomb (vide pp 109-10) it need not be repeated here. The rest are also from 
the Qur'an and run as follows :— 

t*ijt ^:jJi i**i k ^^i y 

m L^L-nJ ^ 


Translation ,—" Verily Allfih and Hu angels bless the Prophet, Bless ya 
him r O Believers, and salute him with salutations of Peace/’ {Surah XXXUl p 
verse 5fi.) 

Ail] sl&ll jJjxJl hjjl aI^wj 4U[ *>&i 

I 

IjJjJ ^ U f Ui S t t r±/* £ '* ) fHi u/**^** 

^y“) jr s “ ^ it*' 1 
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w,—ffewml Bt™ fl/M e WMlhais-JuuTflkht, -4dIno Mw?u*. 
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y jJ)\ jjjlj ^Af j 4/ ^jf] ^le (jtlsAJ ,jaJl 

^ W- .-^Ijr" frfiju **«-; J&£! I **> 

o L ' 1 ;'*) J 


7'j , fffis/«(rrj«.—“ Non hath Allah In truth verified unto his Apostle the 
Vision wherein He soul, ’ Ye shall surely enter the Sacred Mosque (of Mecca) 
if All'ih please, in full security, having your heads shaved, and your hair 
cut: ye shall not fear: for Allah kiioweth that which ye know not. and He 
hath appointed for you, licsides this, a speedy victory. ’ It is He who hath 
sent His A|»wt1r with ‘the Guidance ’ and the religion of truth : that He 
may exalt the same above every religion ; and Allah is a sufficient witness 
hereof, Muhammad is the Apostle of A Midi : and those who are with him 
are most vehement against unbelievers hut full of tenderness among them- 
selves. Thou ninvest sec Uiein how ing down, prostrating themselves, implor¬ 
ing favours from Allah and His good pleasure.” {Surah XLVUI, verses 
27-2!).) 


^ Jjj'i jyC} 

- ^ ^ 

J JC 

v'* }= 

^‘ T 

*iJl J * 

" r*Vl v **! 

■1 ^JUl ^-J 

- ftM 


f jB| 

v/ 1 ‘ 


Ja£\ 


ill) Jiv, 

j’ h 

>*■- ) 

l^i 

1 

) J** 1 

'jfyij J il* 


r*r* ■ 

■ 

r* ^ ; 

ijjf jj-E 


lOJl 


F* r 1 

k*} IfiJ ^ J L^Uan - 


Trmijtlalioti. ■ - Afliiii 11. e Grc_t r gnv.tiT than any Saver nnd nobler than 
any Shaker, saith : Seek refuge with Allah from the cursed Satan. Surely 
Adah is He who hears moat and knows I rest. In the name of Allah, the 
Clement, the Merciful. They who Lave believed, slid Hed from their homes, 
and striven with their substance and with ilu-ir persons on the path of 
Allah, are df the highest rank with Allah : aad 1 1 1 are they who shall 
oj joy felicity (Surah IX, verse 20). Their Lord, by His niciey and pleasure 
u-SS'ircs Paradise to them ; therein they will abide in plenty for ever and 
in perpetuity. Verily with A91 m h in great reeompfinse + +± 


fJbject in providing the Hm r 3 ^ ] i.T l i - k a - H IVa k li t. 

ft is idle to deity that the BUdzkdk'ka-TaifU was used only by the King 
and hia entourage. The very name show* this to have been the case, Such 
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y+fjt. 28. Deltiifo vf Milir^ib of the RjiiLthlI,■ ka-T’tik M, _-4rfl>;u M^r/uf. 
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a structure is, however, q laite out of place in a mosque for Islamic worship* 
for liSim is one of the roost democratic religion* of the world and such an 
invidious distinction in a place of worship is almost inconceivable. It is 
noteworthy that rlierc is no inch tiling as a B$d*ftfih"ka-Tttkht h or Roval Seat, 
in any Indian mosque outside of BenguL One explanation for this anomaly 
may he that the Muhammadan Kings of Bengal* living am they did in absolute 
ease and prosperity, booh forgot the simple habit* of their ancestors and grew 
supcmlliou*. looking down upon their subject*, who no doubt were their 
inferiors in the eyes of men. though none the less their equals in the eyes of 
Almighty God, It if? these Kings who may have introduced into mosques this 
iLuauthoEized distinction, somewhat in conformity to the practice of precedence 
observed in state ceremonial*, On the other hand, another, and perhaps more 
reasonable, explanation Is that this reserve! place was for the use of the Royal 
Family where the ladies of the harem used to any their proyers, the seclusion 
being uetemary for the Zenana ladies who observed strict pardah. Such a 
ladies* gallery is also to 1 j e found in the BtirM wiiii Masque* the Tuntt- 
jjilril Mosque. and the Small Golden Mosque in Gaur. and shows the solicitude 
of the Kings of Bengal toward* the women of their household* 

The late Dr. T. Bloch wrote as follows on the subject : * ( I may mention 

m passing that tins peculiar custom among the Muhammadans of Bengal, 
of allowing their wives and daughters to attend Divine xKervice in the mosque, 
is interesting also, in so far as it affords to us on illustration of tbe great respect 
shown by them towards the weaker sex. I can hardly imagine this to 
have been an innate quality of the wild Tartar soldiers, w ho swept over Bengal 
towards the close oF the 12th century A D.* under the command of fiafcbtiy&r 
Khaljn It is quite evident, that this General did not, intend to conquer 
Bengal merely for the sake of this " Paradise on earth ” {junnaiubbilad), 
as Bengal, at that time* used to be called in India. His aims stretched very 
much further. The nimieerasfid ex|addition to China, which he undertook 
shortly after hi* conquest of Lokhiiauti, and which came to a miserable end 
in the Dooars, or the lower range* of Himalaya, prove* quite clearly the mil 
object which Bakhtiyitr Khaljl had in view. Bengal wo* to lie merely a 
stepping stone on the way to Chin*. But Ins plana utterly faileth am I likewise 
similar plans, fostered by some of his successors. Those Tartar hordes had 
to remain contented with the possession of Bengal* and we cannot, f think, 
wonder at their wild maimers having become u little more civilized in Bengal/* 

Chn mbit of Sikandnr Shah, 

As already noted, to the we&t of the Bdd$hah-ka~Talhf lies a roofless 
room, 42 feet square, known as Kikandar's Chamber. There is u tradition 
amongst the locid people that Sikandur wm buried in this chamber after his 
defeat and death, but unfortunately the tan domed roof fell in, and much 
debris collected over the tomb. When this was ultimately removed, the 
remains of the King’s tomb vvah cleared away by the coolies along with 
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the rubbish and thrown intfp the adjoining tank, llilht Bakhsh give* the 
dimensions of the tomb itself as i> cubits long and 71 cubits broad fi.e. r about 



F ij, —^ibHAirV C^flinfcer; lF«f wde <>/ |hr *4<fpprrr Afragllp. 


131 by II j feet), and Cunningham al-wi noted in 1880 that the sarcophagus 
waa in ruins and t lie inside of the vault. In which t! ul- body was deposited, 
was then exposed. Over the doorway leading to the Btld^hahhu Takh( t 
there are figures rtf Hindu gmls ns well as a fine carving of □ snake, called 
Nagdrva, which is coifed all round the door-frame. 


Sitanriar Shah'* in*eri.ptian on thr hart of (hr building. 

There is an inscribed stone outside, fixed in the weal wall of the mosque, 
and very close to the bock door, which gives the date of the erection of the 
building and The name of the builder. The following is a reading of the 
inscription, a reproduction of which may be seen in Plate VI:— 

4c»| ,S-J5>| JihLd\ Pjl> f W ^ IJl! i>UjJ| J% 

jj| j J-^l j^®l J'W*] 

^Jndj ilflin oJi ^IfeLJ) ^ ^Ha 1 * JaEasJJ 

^ iJU £j*-i** j ^ ^ tJj-Cj-J) 
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7Y« ndation .—This Jam i 11 Mas]id. wna orderet \ to be built En the days of 
the reign of the great Sultan, the Wisest* the most Just, the most Liberal and 
most Perfect of the Sultfins of Arabia And Perkin, who trusts in the AAflifttance 
of the Merciful AbQl MujlMd Siiuuidar Shah, the Sultan, son of Jjyas Slulh, 
the Sultan. May lua reign be continued fill the Day of Promise Ltranr- 
reotlon) I Written on the 6th of Iktfab of the year 7T0 A ll. h (14th Keh- 
niar y L109 AJh). 

It h said that Sultan Kikaiidar himself wrote the inscription. 


Account of ike A diva Slwqur, and the dvftlh of Sihmdar Shah t %■ tk* author 

of ike. Rivijfz a 4^Sa hit i n. 

” In the year 7fift A.H. T Stkondar commented to build: the Adina Mosque ; 
but before he could linUh it death overtook him, and the building remained 
half completed. It is, indeed, a Hue mosque and an enormous sum mmi have 
Iwieu expended on its erection. May Sihundar s efforts he thankfully remem¬ 
bered f r! According to the same author Kikamhir Shah died T after a reign of 
nine years and some months 1 * * 4 1 of the wounds which he had received in the 
field of (h>alpara. Sighting with hb favourite acid youngest sop Ghiyftstiddm 
whom the machinations of a jealous step-mot her had driven to rebellion, 
^hiyjlsufldin marched with a large army from Sun&rgion, while his father 
advanced from Paiulua with an even larger force. They met on tlie field 
of Gouipfiru where both parties engaged in a deadly battle, in the course of 
w hich Siltumhir Khali was sj&iu- 


1 Sikandor tor much longer than nine ymn# im k by him are found 

dated between 758 and 7&2 A.H, A.I>J. Tli^ count iitfl vofy ta'nOt ifull V 

cxer iitwL and mark the zenith of the mint masters' art in Bcng^iL According to Dr. Wise 
{Journal of iht Axiiitk Soring rif IH?k p. So) Gmllpnrii wan near Jd fai^anj on the 

wfnitem baunduly of I hr pirsrnl Dacca duujrl (opposite iWundo): bill tn virw of the 
pnrlii^J it?rtaiiity that Sikamior wan burial at Fund an, it seems more! probable that die 
buttle took pLin c in the Linmeduite vLrinity nf hi* mpit.ihl. There [a n village tailed 
Co^lp&Ti n mih‘ or ka n»i-[li of live etd eouthuin jmto of Fluid Ua uml about 3 inilea 
MHiih wiiHt of i]ic A'Heih M wj k'i but a more probable into for the luittlo i^ ilio one 
apparently raferred to by Unclmitftn Hntntllon (an pap m 23 of his DlnftjpQrh m+ Tt tba 
Gonlpure (flfcr FuldungL RantgaCijp or Rani^rh) an tlLO Taiwan River, ft iralua i»ulh- 
Wrflt of Jiarann^oliL An old Bad»fuihi road (which is mid to run from Nat ore in t ] h_i 
ortHi to Gnur. or R'tjuuihal, in tlm wt* t. and which — imtnrditit^ly olir£ of the Tuilgan™— 
forms tlm boundary batwran the HuMpur end Blmangidi th&tuur) itwb Uio river at 
Rniil|t aril near what appear* to have Imhsu a fortified bndgojjcad, There is no river 
tailed Chatter* in the viriniiy. but the name Satre or Chmttora mentioned by OurbansB 
flninillon ins the sit^ of the battle is itiU found in the Chatra wbieh lies inmiedlately 
to the north of the brir]pi L heftsL Mnulvi Najmut Hujalin {to whom I am indebted for 
thiM j]i Formation) ill no infornui me 1 (hat '£ miW vast of RonlgnriL on the Hiid/rhihi rund, 
and opposite to a ]arpc li ■ VY tank, in n third vitiate rfllhd Golilpnra nr Ooarparn : whifr 

4 miles south of this Is another village bearing t|*a name Chatra — H. K r S. 
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tt. This * Palace 1 Area. 1 

A short distance to the south-east of the Adlna Mosque an embanked 
art?:i of ground Ls to be found which, local tradition states wm the site yf the 
Palace of fiikandar Shah. A# will Ik- seen later, this however probably dates 
back, Its Muhammadan times, to at least the reign of ShaniHinldln Ilyas Shah 
( 133 ®-! 358 A.ll,) L while there are also clear indications that the area in question 
(as well a« that further to the north and north-east} mis the headquarters 
of 11 iiuiii sovereignty — possibly from a very early period. The site was first 
described in 18()S by Dr. Buchanan Hamilton, and his vivid account will 
now be quoted from his Description of Dmajpur {rd.rit., pp. 47 and 48) by 
wav of introduction to what is, historically, the mmi important area of the 
ancient city of Paiidua. 


Dr, Hath air fill Hamilton** IteAcripti&A. 

4i About a mile east from Adinah is a rnin called the S&tasgurh, or sixty 
towers, which is aairI to have been the palace of the king. On penetrating 
the woods mid reaching thin place. I was much disappointed, us except the 
high name, I eonld find nothing worthy of a royal residence. Thu remains 
consist of a tank about 120 yards in length mid 80 in breadth. The bank 
formed by throwing out the earth hay been surrounded by a brick wall, in one 
place entire, ai hI IB feet high. This wall seems to have included many build¬ 
ings. which from the bulk of the ruins, seem to have been most considerable 
at the two ends, At the N. W. corner is a small building, which contains an 
arched chamber in the centre, i-iirnnititikating with several smaller ones, by 
which it is surrounded. These communicate only with the central room, 
from whence there is a passage to an antichamlier in front. Some Appearance 
of pipes in the walls, and the general structure of the building, confirm the 
opinion of the natives that this was a hath. The north end of the tank seems 
to have been lined through the whole of its length by a narrow* gallery, sup¬ 
ported by arches, from whence stairs led down to the w r atcr. and w ithin the 
gallery there appears to have been a row of small chambers : but these arc now 
almost entirely chunked with rubbish. At a little distance from the S. 1%, 
comer of the tank, and without the wall, is another ruin like that of the 
Ijathp which probably served for the same purpose. A cylindrical cavity, 
lined with brick, which descends from the top of the building to a considerable 
depth, and which is about 10 feet wide, served iii all jprobability to give a 


1 In E*iisH|tiEMLHf of Mr. K. X. Dikshil, Deputy Director-tie coral of the Arelwn'Olo- 
gical Department, living euo*i courteously liivOd inu Eu 'iliiks to nludy the Inrgs 
sraJc ft ip photograph* u hivh nbffw every detail of the City of Pfuidua ni its J priori 

of intiximinn cxpHUitiOii, it Wflis pOMtlble in IS30 tq make for ihe fiTst time n thorough 
survey of the norlh-CBjstCm portion of line city. The subjoined aecounl of whal wm 
then newi in ulw w ihiu> utmost entirely now. 1.1, K. S. 
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supply of water. Very few stone* have been employed in these buildings 
ami siaJi a* have liccn used an? quite plain, Two large blocks of uncut gray 
granite nrr lying on the surface of the ruins. Some of the bricks are coated 
w'ith green enamel. 

41 A haul half way between Adinah and Satasgurh is an earthen rampart, 
with a ditch on its west side, which probably is part of a fortification that may 
have surrounded the palace. 

« The tank at .SutasgUTh ha* its greatest length extending from north te 
south, and therefore has undoubtedly been the work of a Him hi; and in fact 
licith Hindus and Muhammadans agree in attributing it* construction to a 
pundit Raja, who lived a long time ago and communicated his name to the 
place. Hr is very remarkable as having been the father of Yiulhisthir, 
who, according to legend, was sovereign of India in the commencement of 
this age. about iiQOG years ago The country then belonged to Vimt, one 
of the adherents of the family of Panda, and according to tradition, this part 
was under the immediate management nf a certain Rich ok. to whose sister 
Virut was married. It is possible, that during some rebellion, or disputed 
succession. Pandu may have been compelled to retire from Huatinapur, and 
to take refuge in a friendly territory. Peruya, it must lie observed, is a 
corrupt vulgar name, and the true appellation of the city is said to be Panduya 
or Pa ndoviva,” 

, Hhiinush Dighi, nmf Minfir, 

Turning now to the present condition of the ruins and tanks found in the 
‘Palace* area—the extent of which (as estimated from the Air Survey photo* 
graphs) is roughly sp..king 1.430 yards (ruin west to east, and 1.210yards 
from north to south, exclusive nf the square bastion (about 000x000 yards) 
at the south-east corner formed by tic J Vatir Shtih l>Ujhl. with its embank- 
mcJits—the lirrt object of interest that is to f>o seen when proceeding south¬ 
east from the Adina Mosque is tie Dha»usk liighi, a large N x S tank about 
4fiA yards long by 103 yards broad which constitutes the north-western portion 
of the Peirce enclosure, It is now almost silled up. Near the south-east 
comer of this tank stands a tower coiled the Mipcir which may have formed 
nns of the two towers of a Western Cate, The raised area ill the immediate 
vicinity of the Mi*ur seems to merit excavation in order to discover whether 
there was actually a gate here, or only a mosque from the Minor of which 
the Jf itottin called the-Faithful to prayer. 

B. Th. fiata'Ieghflia Dighi \ md mfe of Sikandar Shah's Palace. 

A little over a quarter of a mile east of the southern end of the l)han»sh 
tfirfhi and uppreximutely in the centre of the main enclosure is to lie found 
the Satfi'iaghan Dighi. which measures about 2tKJ yards from North to South 
ami 100 yards from West to East. It b however enclosed in w much larger 
raised urea, about 3fi0 yards from North to South by lfi.i yards, which, u 
already stated, is the reputed site of the jmkee of Sultan Sikandar Shah. 
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The buildings mentioned by Buch&nan Hamilton m being on the north west 
corner of the Tank w j ere revisited by C-umiingtmm in 18S0 and lie agreed that 
they represent the Turkish Baths of the Palace. The octagonal room, 24 
feet in diameter. wit Ik a a in all ran? in on each of the eight aides, m well jib some 
of the adjacent masonry bathing cabin* on the actual bunk of the tank h can 
still he traced, but unless some conservation is done, they will soon entirely 
disappear. The Baths i\t «* |N.a*dbIy those built by Sh&mauddfn Ilyis Shall 
in imitation of the Htthz-i-Shamm of Delhi—the contraction of which by the 
Bengal King was one nf the rcasorts why Fi.ru k Shah of Delhi invaded Bengal 
in 1^54, The name of the building, according to the local people, is certainly 
SattVitighani and not, m Buchanan Hamilton states, Saia.ujrtrh, bnt no one 
tan fiay what exactly ghara means. Possibly however it may refer to there 
having been tw enty-seven rooms in the Baths, or that the Palace comprised 
twenty -seven separate houses- The raised area round the tank, especially 
that to the north and south P would appear to be well worth excavating by 
the Archaeological Survey, 

V* Pandap Raja Dahllu 

A little to the south-east of the south-east comer of the Sttia’ingkarn Tank 
la another mid much better presented Turkish Bath which is situated to the 
west of it small but very deep round pond the latter being said to have a 
par i lit in, in the centre which iM^eomea visible in the dry season. The local 
people cal! the building Pandaj* liifjn Bulan, which i* particularly interesting 
a* confirming the local story given to Buchanan Hamilton over 120 years 
ago that Pandua oivetl its foundation and name to a Raja belonging to the 
Pandava family of Old Delhi who came to, and remained in, Bengal for 
sufficient time to found a new city there. In the 'sixties of the List century 
Ravenshaw also (on p. 67 uf his 6aur) mentions that, according to current 
local tradition, the SaialHtjhnra tank w m the work of Arjun of the race of 
Pk lulu. The actued building appears, however t to be much more recent than 
the 'i&jham itself, and as it is undergoing the same process of destruction 
(from trees growing on it) which ha* already befallen the greater part of the 
last-named building, it i* most desirable thnt im mediate steps should he 
taken by the Archaeological Department to put it in a proper state uf 
repair—in particular, to have the mosaic* over the arches in two or three uf 
the rooms preserved. When this is done, it is likely to be an even more 
attractive place of pilgrimage to visitors than t he Adina Mosque. 

The circular room, or well, at the south-east corner of the building is now 
tilled almost to ground level with stones and other debris,. but the local jicoplu 
(by whom it ia known a* Jj/wiw Kund or Well of Life from its reputed 
property of rcstoriog the dead to life) say that it held water up to the time 
of the great earthquake-—presumably that of 1897. If cleared out, it might 
yield sonic objects of orchfrologiral interest : and* at the time of effecting 
repairs, investigation* might also be made regarding the alleged masonry 
building in the middle of the adjoining pond. 
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/A At-Bfigh (or KuhiitJjuuk) Djgbh 

Proceeding a little further over rough ground to the east , the visitor will 
arrive at a long and very deep N X 8 tank (now being rapidly silted up), 
the water surface of which measures about 500 X 175 yards. The present 
name appears to he Af-Brjfjh Diyhi or L Eight Tiger Tank P T hut another name 
may also he Rtlhat-Iltink VHgh%. The " oldest inhabitant r „ however* claimed 
that the latter ]$ the real name of the small pond, near the Pdftdap JMjit Dtilftn. 
the name- ' Tank of the Repoeefttl Curve 1 — in each case referring to the bend 
round an island (or pavilion). This tank is fiaid to have had two towers in 
the water—one near each end — and the northern one (now a iieninsulii of brick 
ruins) is still tonnes ted with the western bank by an earthen ridge to which 
access from the side was given by a Might of brick steps. Immediately 
opposite thin ghm, to the west, Ls a small X x S tank with remains of a stone 
fjhfil on the south, which has the curious name Koihuihi Pukkwr. The 
towers in the At-BfVjh Dighl are said to have been connected by a 
subterranean passage under the tank, and, before they fell in, some weapons 
are said to have lieen found in the southern tower. A short distance ro 
the east of tlte northern portion of the AlBtifjh Dighx Lh a small round tank 
called Ptir&n ( J Old ’) DtghL This is only mentioned as one of the local people 
gave the name JVdn f Life s ) Dighi to the At-Bngh Dighi. which caused 
some confusion until the * oldest inhabitant T corrected the pronuneiafon 
and pointed out the mistake in the location of the tank. 


h\ Xasii Sh'di Dighi. 

Owing probably to the jungle that, until comparatively recently—when 
Sontals began to he employed to clear it away — covered the Pahice' area, this 
magnificent tank was not apparently visited by either Buchanan Hamilton* 
Ruvenshaw, or ('numnghnni. ansi I la hi Baklish confuses it with the Satii'i# r jhiira 
Drghi. It is certainly the best preserver! of all the tanks thnl lie within 
the fortified tirca of 25 square miles that Pandit a occupied when it was Jit its 
greatest, but it appears to be later in date than the rest of the tanks in its 
immediate vicinity as it projects like a sort of bastion from what must have 
been once the south-east comer of the embanked area in this locality. It is 
a very deep N X B tank of absolutely dear water/and the actual area of water 
is about 300 X 250 yards. Its south-east extremity on the S. E. h about 
I j| miles front t lie- Adfoa Mosque. 

Both its name and excellent state of preservation suggest that the N&air 
Shah Dighi waa excavated by Nilstrurtdfn Naarat Shah, the son of Husain 
Shah 115104532 A.fXJ- On the other hand, ns no reference is found in the 
ftiijilz to this King having ever lived at Pandua. it may go even further back 
lt» Xiidmddin Mahmud Bhali (1442-145(1 A.J),) who was a descendant of Ilyas 
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Slmli, and in winuse reign—iJiRiaibly in the hist year -the inscription in tin; 
kitchen of NOr Qutbul "Alam's shrine wm erected by LatTJ KMn* Though it 
jg difficult to understand how the tank could remain eti such a perfect slate of 
preservation for 470 years, it would be only natural for NBairuddTn Mahmud 
Shah to have desired to live in close proximity to the Safu Utjhura if r la 
behaved, this wjis the site of the l’alacc of Ins ancestor Ilyas fthali ami if the 
bitter building had fallen into ruins during the usurpation tif the House of 
Kfijil KiiiiH. The fact tlmt there are no embankments to the Houth-cast of 
the iVfI«V 8 huh Digh 7 shows that it can only have been excavated in a 
time of a King who had little fear of any rival, which would agree more with 
the history of Mahmud Shall than that of Nusrat Shah. 


F. Sukan DighT {'Drkd up Tajik ) : iturjpftr Nauxu ; 
and Dainrfamn (ift? ‘Citadel ’), 

Immediately to the north of the northern side of the embankment that 
surrounds the H hihioe * 1 area of the Muhammadan Kings is another and still 
braider belt of raised laud which forms the southern Iwink of an enormous 
dried up N xS tank called Suktnt Ditjhi. Thh* measures about 1125 yards 
in length by 275 yards in breadth, mid must therefore have been nearly twice 
the *ke of the Nasir Shah Dighh The Sukmt bight lies in the southern 
part of Mituza Bur j pur (Revenue Survey No, 10.3) which extends northwards 
beyond F and includes the northern gate of Pmidua (Buchanan Hamilton's 
Gwhdtrary The name of the Btirf means Fort - may only refer 

to the fortified gate r but a short distance to the west and north is found 
another Jfaum (No. I(>o), called, BintMlepdr, an alternative name of which is 
Ikirfidunifi. No traces of a fort now appear to exist in the vicinity : but 
the conjunction of the site of a Fort with this great tank 1 suggests that 
Dtimdtwta murks the site of the citadel of the Hindu Kings. The dig 
appearance of any trace of this in only natural as the materials of which it 
was constructed would certainly have been removed for building the later 
pi luce of Ilyas Shah. 

In view of the fnvih disco verier just (toted* it seeing most desirable 
that the Archeological Department should undertake a careful survey of the 
entire site of Fondua as disclosed hy the air photographs—in particular, the 
■Tolace* area and its immediate vicinity— and also make trial excavations 
in selected sites, c-g., round the Snta ittfkam and Samir Shah JDighi*, Suck 
action would almost certainly yield results of the greatest value for the 
study of Bengal history, not only during Muhammadan times but also 
for the earlier Hindu period of which at present so little is known. 


" The only tank of greater area in the neighbourhood trf Old Pnndull ih the HO# 
! itt.fi ijd ty-silf ccL up S ■ S PHilMth or RaikMn Highl-nonr the KklukhT Railway Station* 

I miles *■’> llu- Hunt uJf thu Subtti Ditfht- -whfcll u about 1.3S0 yards lung by S25 
)nniH hriiiiiil — H. E. Sx 
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Other places of interest in the vicinity of Gftur and Paxulua. 


3 ()L» Maldaii, 


town of Old MaldaU is situated on the castas u hank of the Mahananda 
||L river, opposite it» pi net km with the Kalindrl river. It hi about HI miles 
lo the north of the Citadel of (huirnutt four miles from the civil station 
of English Razfir. The ^urroiimiinp niji^ show the former extent of the old 
town which may have Hist risen to prosperity as a [ion of the Mtth&mmndiiii 
capital of Pandua. 1 As the Kalindri was formerly an important branch of the 
Ganges, the situation ef Old Maid ah was a very happy one. 3t had a high- 
walled Ka frd* or fortified OmavmmnTi, for the better protection of valuable 
goods. and was evidently of considerable importance during the rule of the 
Husajnl Kings'. No less than II mseriptions 1 km ring the names of Kings of 
this dynasty and ranging in date from 809 to 938 AH. (1493-1531 A.1>A have 
been found within tin boilitdairies of the old town ; hut the town must have 
begun to flourish still earlier, if the inscription now over the enclosure iloor of 
Shah DadiVs shrine near the Kalia really liekmgs to the place : for this in¬ 
scription records tin erection of a mosque by one Hilal in the reign of Nasirud - 
dTn Mahmud Shall 3, and is dated lltth Shtrbdn 859 A.H, (4th August 
1455 A,D.}. In Akhar’s time Maldah continued to be an important centre, 
beingluentioinsI in the Akhtirnitmrt: w hite, hi the A'in, the environs of Maldah 
include 11 niahids* out of the total of 0d which comprise! Sarkdr Jaimataliftd 


Ji a aufactureA. 

Old Mahlu Il hud not only a great retail trade, hut was also probably a 
large centre of silk and cotton nia nu fact urea from very early times. In a 
work written shortly after A.H. (1579 A.i>.i. it is aaid : ' Slier Khln 
gave to Shaikh Khalil money, rich clothes, and iiiamtfactuns of Mu Id a and 
Bengal in enormous quantities. 1 ’ fl'irfc the Tarikh-iShrr Shahl of Abbas 
Khan Sarwanb El Hot, Chapter IV, p. 372). Hie letters of the English Agents 
at Patna in 1829 and 1621 AJX, mention " (sheets) of MiUda " and 

* 1 a fe w M ft hi a wart for pat terns fi ?r | Vi> ia } u i I ted S ft z /r 1 \\ i re prod uei r ] 
extensively at Old Mfddah embroidered with artistic needle-work* mostly done 
by women : but the trade is now flying for want of support. Silk cloths ( Kninti, 
Si raja H Bulbul etc.) are, however, still manufactured at Shah pur 


1 The tlirti-fjvory eg a gold coin-—iu a* iri ray eabituct—of Hie K^mLan King 
(l\ 200 A.D.) ht (t Old] MAkhli iii I88S fiuj^CHta however that the ptinc wan n centre 
of trade Cur hack into i>ven Hindu IliilC*. The coin in question li fliinilnr to that 
r^jjrwioced by Vincent Smith u.i No, fcb Plate XIII of hid liiiJum Muvoum Catalogue. 
-Hr E. S. 
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—a villager mill ' south of Old _\1 n.li Lh Pi -mid. imported to the Persian (Julf. 
Up till 1770, when the Factory was transferred to English Bazar > Old 
Mfthhd] was the Emit India Company's local centre of trade in cotton and j*iJk_ 
Ilia French and I hitch nho hud factories at Old MuldatL 


iVnmejl of ikf. anrient />/visions of (hr Tount. 

The names of the ancient divisions of Old .Malduh arranged in their 
order from north to south are Khidirpfir*, Poratnli* f Dhohn pd.ru h Mok.ltipiir, 
Shekh [wliii*, BanshaUa*! PhtUbTirT, Pat into hV NhrirTpSrn, Sakrnohaj], 
FTruzpfir. GAhitiTdErtolft* OofdtrdT, Tara pur. Upar S&TY&rl, Khod 
Sar varT. Sarviiri. < J bariahiira*, KfiyftpanP, Kaheir+oLiy Tut ban, Kuttatola, 
'Tel Muiirjai, liukftnpur*. Katnl, Mughultull*, Birojpnru | Berozgar-f oh]j*, 
Hutiswla*, ChatlsapanV KtUddurii. (A star indicates that the pfird is no 
longer inhabited,) 

In addition to these, the foilrliving }>Sfds lie to the -south of the present 
Municipal boundary of Qld MTildah :— 

HachamarT. Molniltfdp Shah Mundiij. 


M on uuiciiSa of Old M&kUih. 

The important monuments of the town will now la. 1 dbribed, taking them 
in order from north to 3011th :— 


A,- Sflfanuhan Mo&fut + 

This eh ii small mosque in mahalta Sir km oh an, oil the left hand side of a 
bye-road leading northwards, and is said to have been built by one Shaikh 
Faqir Muhammad, brother of Shaikh Ehikalu Possibly because of this, the 
torrtl people h suggest that the name nf the MahuUu should really be * Shaikh 
Mahal \ Over the entrance door to the enclosure there is a two-line inscription 
which is even more illegible than it was in Blochmarrn r s time. Another, 
over the door of the mosque jtaclf, dates from the time of Yusuf Shah, and 
apparent ly runs as follows :— 1 

dJ 4 JJl ,j> Ail Ijjlu—* jjj y J~ j 4 JJI ^Uj Jt 5 

jiilaJl jjf ^,'iA't j WoJ( **!>*• jia?J| 

JaJiw - uI.Sj# 411 F LkiA, ^JbJL^Il 5 -Lm | * ^ l'^ 

* ift+jUo ^ njjj' l i^jrew^. pi j aJ] 
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Truncation. The Prophet — May the hle&dng and peace ul Allah he upon 
hili] ! said : Ho who huihkt a mosque for Allah, Allih will build a similar 
palace for him in Parndnc.' Tnder the order of the Sultan, Sham sudd u myil 
waddin AbQl Miizaifiir Yusuf Shah* noii of Barbak Shah, son of Mahmud 
Shah* the Sultan May Allah preserve kin kingdom and rule! this mosque 
was built uis the 1st Jnmddi \rf-mrir*r{ in the year S7U " A. IT (PHW) A.L) ). 

The date, however, is doubtful, m Yusuf Shah i* not supposed to have 
eume to the throne till A-H. 

B , — The Kalru, or CaravmwrSt, 

According to the Itigdi, this is considered to have been the place w here 
the Tugbhiqid King of l>elhi Fima Shah lit eneaiii|»cd in the odd weather 
of 1SB3-4 A.l>.* when he came to make war against the Bengal King 
Sbamsuddm Ilyas, hut the Kairit dot's not happen to be situated in -l/rt&ftffT 
Flritepur which lies half a mile distant toward* the north id the tow n. This 
Katm, or reeling place for travellers, waa formerly used as a place of safety for 
valuable merchandise la rider I there and intended for transmission to the Court 
of Pa he lua. The gate way a of the KatrS were very strongly built and the arches 



Fi$. -JO . — The Kutrih t*f Forrfficd Carfivutumrut, OM M ft Utah. 


are still standing. The room* are, however, in a dilapidated Condition. As the 
site is historically important and the workmanship of the gate and adjacent 
rooms is quite peculiar it would he a good! thing if at least the northern and 
go u then i gates were restored at Government exipetise. 
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If tlao Ntor_v giv en lay Ravenslmw (fla ttr. p. 44 ) is to }** trusted , viz., that the 
Katrfi w'fls built by the brother of the mti who built (or repaired t the adjacent 
Jflmr Mti&jiri, the present building dates from Akbar V time. 

( \ — Th* thrift*- of -Shah fr ada. 

This small building lies lietweeiL the Knfm anti the Jrimr in Mugh- 

altfili, and contains the grave of the 'Saint- Shall Wa, There are four other 
graves in the courtyard in front of the building. The cast one is said to have 
been tlie grave of the Saint’s parrot which lean] rd by heart extracts from tine 
Qur'tln : the next that of a faqtr called Mfixt/w Mian ; flu-third 

that nf a woman t>ar wish « \ - HibT (ptvsti ma bly the wife of Shah Gadi) and the 
last one that of the midwife of Shah Gadiu South of the shrine ami within 
the enclosure then- are live other graves, probably belonging to the khmUms 
(servants) of tlie Shrine of Shab GadiL Opposite this building and aero** the 
road there is the grave of Dfldh Plr. Su|)erstitioiis Muhammadans pour 
ofFcringy of milk to this PTr into the depression on the top of the grave. 

There are two hiscriptioti-S attached to the shrine of Shah Gadit, one 
over the door of the bidldhig itself and the other over the gate of 
the enclosure, The former wn» perhaps placed on the local «/«rwi“ Mnnjid 

when it was repaired (or built) in Husain Shah's tint.- : ill .I her . . mb the 

building of a mosque by one HilTd, and, d in situ, may give some indication 
of the time when Shah Gadsl Nourished. The inscriptions read as follows:-— 


1 

«d 4JJl jXi ■- ^ *U j iU| j Jli 

( *h*J| J^LJ\ *-*Vl hi* ^ Vuj 

IjLMftfijl_ j*' ^..vdjjj *lLc 

4 j. T w- r f 4L f ■uAJt 

Translation ^' 11 The Prophet — May the blessing and jwnee of Allih 

Lie on him ! said j He who builds a mosque for Allah Allah will build for him 

li mu i Lin r h cn me i n 1 p . \ rad iae . ’ 1 ' h i s J fim r % I use g nr was built by 11 1 * ■ E s al ted and 

Liberal Sultan 1 Al&urtduniya waddin AbCil Muza frit- Husain Shah the Sultan, 

son of Saiyld A-shraf al-Hnsanil— May Allalh |>er[jetinite Jim kingdom and 

rule 1 in the year till + A.H. (Jnt>5 A J >.), 

« *■ 

1 Mn*hm LH said In moan 1 Moil {with the lovi- of AIJaM* whik Ami^f-bunr/ re-far* to the 
wearing by thi 4 H]VL-iiilH«rt«f/nr/r^ of ft rightly-bound loili ■hah, Ets .i murk of vt 4 lh<u;y. 
Kvvii at lira pr^sout time then' Umi 1*1 r rvtllist Muntiin Sluili livirm nt l 'Jnl|nir. Cah'UtUi. 

Sh&h ' Gudu 1 iiK'diift Him “ Beggar' S.iant. H. H, S> 
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II 

ii»II Lai aJ Jill I**—- ^ *l*Jt i*Lr J j 

t'«. Jj.-jsvi' jjf ] ■ Ufti-!! J-^L’ ; ,c*o’[ j+»j| 

^ ^MrLpJ * JU* iKjj *Jjj |ia ^UaL-,'1 

. JltkAj J J * 5fc- J £--ws J &Lw - lr — i-i £ \^Jh Ptw hL^ 

Tmnsloimi}. ,L He upon whom bo peace aaki: He who builds a mosque 
will have a pah tee built for him by Allah in Paradise/ In the time of the great 
and exalted Sultan Nusmiddimiya w addin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud ShiUi r the 
Sultan, tills mosque was built by the slave of the ihirgfth- Hilal. Written 
on the 19th of the month of SI (r fain -May the blessings of this month lx* 
general !— of the year £39 " A.H. (4th Aug tint 1 4 35 A , J), ) , 


h. — The Phutf Miisjjid, or Crocked Mosque* 


East of the Kiit r<l there ih a mosque known ns the Phutt M as jiff. The 
name seems to have been given by the local people when it was cracked by an 
earthquake. From the inscription — which is now mining — it fippeam that it 
was built by one Kbiin Mifazxam Ulugh Slier kbim mid the date is 20 th 
Shawwdl 000 ATI. (14th July 1493 A. B.). South-east of this mosque is a 
tomb which Ls probably that of the builder. Tliis mosque is rapidly falling 
into complete turn, as both the main dome aa well an une of the three 
verandah domes have oollapx-d. Tin- inscription is given below ;— 


J &' 4J ^ ^ |J- J ^ 401 ,ul1 Jli 

v'llljj 0:^1 J*C ^ * ifl^ iL»"| K.-** 

j&+}\ ; d ^al| j W’l JJIr ^U f jJ| j A&vJb -dll i&ilL ^^1 

i 

Jh t: rw^-h Hi4* ^ i 3 dLsthJ v- ^ id * JJJ ] liiL ^llahwJj tl— a. 


# iiU**- 1 1 Jlj* 


^* J| lT wA j£ ^ r** * 




Translation. " The Prophet -May the blessing and peace erf Allah be 
upon him f — said : Tie who build* a mosque for AlLlli, Allah will build for him 
a similar ]talaee in Paradis/ In the reign of the Sultan, who is strengthened 
hy the strength of the Req niter ( Allah), lhe tit river in the waj*of the 
Merciful, Vicegerent of Allah by proof and testimony* ' Aliluddnniyii wraddin 
Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the Sultan May Allah perpetuate his kingdom 
and rule !— this mosque was built by the Kxalted Kbim, Ulugh Slier Khan on 
the 20th Xhtimed! in the year 900 A.H. 


MRMOI H S OK GAHa AND 1 ‘ASUIM, 


151 


M. — -The .JjiTiii’ MnsjuL 

Tills mosque* is a comparatively modem-looking building, built partly of 
curved brick anil partly of stone ; but if it is the Jnini Ma&jtd referred to in 
the inscription now over Shah Cmlti f s *hrme T it may go buck to ut least the time 
of the Hiisajm Kings. The mosque is 72 feet long by 27 feet wide : and it 
has two domes and one big arched vault. The two side chambers are Mi feet 
aqiiarc and the central Irnll is 22 feet by IK feet. There are eight minarets at 



Fi'J. 3L Th r Jiitpij 1 AEjmjiil. OH M&btah. 


its timers and it haa a gateway iti front. From the inscription over the 
doorway it would seem that the mosque was built (or repaired) in Akbar’u 
time Jii 1004 A.W. (1006 AIJ). The reading and translation of the inscription 
arc as follow : — 

_4 H* 5 f&l * ^4 if rfliJ 

j—'I a*." ^js}\ 4it| 4 >-r* £ ; ay? 

11 This place of worship became known in the world and wag called in 
India by the name of Ka aki. As it was the second Ku o ha, the date was 
disclosed from the invisible world (by the sentence) Baihitl&h al-karam 
Ntf%fnns' r ' The numerical (abjad) valors of the individual letters of this 
phrase total 1004 which gives the Hijra year (or 1500 A.lX). 


* * The 'tarred nod pnteetd at Allah.' lCjivonalmu stntva tbit the buildeFfl 

0.1010 t if so, it i* indirectly montianed in the uhvonogmm of the ilatc.—' 

H, E. 3. 
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M RUCKER & OF CAUB AMi WNIIIM. 


There are stone lintels at the entrance gate of this mosque—evidently 
taken from Hindu buildings tit Pfmdiia or Gaur- which are finely carved in 
a very similar fashion td a stone lintel in the Calcutta Museum. 

The Arrangements that formerly existed for supplying water for ablution 
in also noteworthy. After water was drawn in buckets from the well in the 
-compound it was poured into a reservoir just to the north of the well. This 
reservoir hail 5 copper spouts on the northern side—possibly with taps or 
plugs—by which water could Ijc supplied at will to the Faithful before Xmmz* 

On a bastion in tlie S. \Y. comer of the mosque courtyard there is a build¬ 
ing fwith the ra malmy of a liight of stone steps leading up to it from outside) 
which is said to have been formerly used as a Madrasah ; ami possibly there was 
a corresponding mom at the X. W_ earner as well. Behind these, to the west 
of the mosque are two other enclosures which were used as graveyards. 
Them arc about fifty graves altogether. It is said that the graves of the 
male members of the builder s family are on the north-we?.t side and those of the 
women menders on the south-west side. 

F — Inneriptiofi* t$( ('halisapflrtl . 1 

Two have been recertify1 from this part of Old M’tldfth which is less ijiau 
a mtic south of the Katrn, The first is to be found low down on the northern 
side of a small enclosure, situated on the western side of the rojuL and formerly 
included in RafU Brothers' .fate Godown, The tomb, according to Raven- 
shawp is railed tin- fhirgfth of the dt^eemknts of Sultan | [bralilm j Ad him 
Balk hi. ziiid pottery fig urns of hom*men am offered jit the tomb. The other 
is on one of five graves at a place a little further along the road ami also on the 
western side of it r known as Sidy id Slink + s AirpuA. The fit^f retort Is the 
building of a Mosque by one Majlis Rabat in the year Husain Shnh obtained 
the throne of Bengal by billing Miizaffar Shah : the second, the provision of a 
drinking-water dud by one Buy a [f) Multi, who may l*e the same lady who 
erected the Jnhiliiiyan mosque near AkhI Si raj addin's shrine at Naur (r/rfc 
#uprn. p. WS, and fa/m, ]■ The inscription* and their tniiidatiuns arc 

as Folfowa :— 


I. 

*J Jill j& J- J iUx ill) JS 

jjj j 5 #* ^M-Jl ^ ^ i-aJ 

O-s.^1] Jo bl~ j a&j* XU 1 olL ^ e kl*J| t\£ 

* iikjUS j J ii* jXmi\ 


1 ThLs bljiiI thi> nr* I rKvikm have 'boon addiil aftera visit to OM MAIdali, ns tin 1 authoi 
■ ||iI pint apjwn^nUy check wluU iTiwri|itkii4^ w rn- fltill to in- found lln-re. Mo*t nf lhi& 
duptit in fai l h<$^ had to rewritten. - 1L §£, ft. 
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Trnmlalhfi ,—" r The Prophet-May the Messing and peace of Allah \w on 
him !—said ; " He who builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build a eimitnr 
palace for him in Pamdjue/ It was built in the time of the Sultan 1 Aland- 
dLiniya waddln Ahfil MimitTnr Husain Shah* the Sultan—May Allah perpetuate 
Iijh kingdom mid rule f Majlis Rahot built this mosque on the 10th Zit Qad*ifi* 
+ (A 1L: 13th August, 1404), 

n 

aIj ii-^arJb jJJ3 Ji^j 

,*1sJ| ^yJJ J IjojJI ^thLJj JhUJf *hc 

AA.itj y tfjstbel,* -j jfl 4 jjj| ^llaJl-J] .ILw ^ SaL^-Jj 

* j JJ Ji* ,y ja* !,> 

Traiuthili&ii ■—” Almighty Allah said : For him who docs a good deed, 
there hi ill In? a teu-fohl (reward)/ This Saqdyah (shed for drinking-water) 
was built iu the time of the Sultan, the Sultan son of the Sultan* KAsirtiddimi* 
va uaddin Ahfil Muz&ffar Xu^rnt Shah, the Suita ri, son of Huanin Shah, t be 
Sultan May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule! Us builder was 
liuwa Multi. In the year 038 F - (A H tf>3L32 A.D.). 


f r \ — 77j e Ti nub of *S h a h La nlwprtti of Pd re Shi}h Mm dd i . 

Proceeding south-west half n mile further from the Katrd the visitor will 
observe on the southern side of the mad just beyond the hamlet of Kacha- 
laiHrip a raised platform containing 3 graves. Tim local pro pie cannot say who 
are buried in those to the south and w est, but the large grove to the X. E. is lhe 
htivinL place of Shah Ibrahim Shall fliaituii ijrnkafi&tL Ho one appears to 
know anything about this saint, who (from the name Uh&itan— 'eonscioiifl of 
GtvV) may have been a 1 first a Hindu : or w hat his connection with Lohka 
(Cejion) was : hut a history is said to lie in the possession of Shah Abdul Aziz, 
disciple nf KiHui Jarilr Shah of Dtirgfih HimTf, ftnnda District* United 
Provinces, At the northern end of the saint /k grave is a slab inscribed with 
what ap|ieoia to he a Tnr of Life with interlaced brandies* w Idle al the other 
end is found the fallowing inscription (which has no apparent connection with 
the saint as it only refers to the erection of a moequcl. 

JJ.L-JI iJM wUJ| lA* 

uLi ^lkU 3 | ltij v ss> jifcitJf J?| ^Jjll y bJjJl y*U ^I^L-JS 

1 Jb* ^IdkiL-L Jlllj y A tLLr J i-Cl 4 4jj| ^lisJlwJ 1 

=r y ; vT 4 ^ LF* 
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rrrtnjtffllwi?.- “ Tin? Gateway of this Jtiinr .1/nvf/n/ was built in the time 
of the Just Malik, the Sul tun. son of the Multan, Nasiruddumya waddih Abul. 
Mux&ffar Nnsrat Shfih. the Sultan, son of Husain Shah, the Sultftn—May 
All ah perpetuate biskingdom and rule! Its builder was the Exalted KhSn 
Khalf Khan, son of Majlis Qnnl r in the year 035 ‘ (A.H. : 1525-20 A.D,)* 

Blochmann suggests that the builder of the mosque referred to was a Turk. 
A reproduction of the inscription will he found in Hnvenshuw’s Goar, Plate 

se, No. m> 


H r - -Pani-DhaJa Tank. 

There is a tank of this inline alxmt a mile to the rant of the Nmiasariu 
(Old Middah) Railway Station. It b also railed the Kurban EHghL The 
following story which is prevalent here account* for the former name, which 
means a tank into which mercury has been thrown :— 

Once iLjHiTi a time a merchant came to Old Maldah wit Si mercury worth 
a lakh of rupt'ca, and, finding no customer for lib merchandise, began 
to compLain of the apparent poverty of the place, Haying that in vain had 
Maid a h enjoyed a wide reputation, for wealth, when not ^ single < *ffer was 
made for his consignment of mercury, This was too much for a washer¬ 
woman who happened at that time to be plying her avocation hy the aide of 
the tank where the merchant was seated- Simply to vindicate the reputation 
of her native city, she at once ordered all the quicksilver to be thrown into 
the tank after giving the full price to the merchant". The merchant is also 
said to have tank the magnificent jweta ghat at Old Makiah with part of the 
proceeds of the sale. 

The distance of the tank from Old MaWah lh some evidence of the wide 
extent of the tow n in earlier tirm-rf. 

2 , —Tiik Tower of Ntmanarai. 

Thift minor (tower) stands at the continence of the Kfiliudli and Muhiitmndii 
rivers, on the opposite Hide of the latter to Old .Malflah, and i* said to owe its 
name to the place being exactly halfway between Gaur and Panrlna. The 

1 The iwm iii>i fi|4 h<ilh of Ihwiiii Slwii (HIS A.H. : 1A12 A.D.) jUmJ X'asmE Shall 
(U3U A.H i. \52* A-3>.« respectively that w^n? recorded hy lllodiimom in 3 ST-i 
pp. 305 and 307-tfJfrnui Motnalull—a hamlet wry flaw? to Pitch *mjbl — could not nt 
first be tra<«l hm the mud hal in which they wotti (liKOwnsd hy Mr. I-.. \ 

JumI bet m waalied away by the MahlnandiL Later they ware fwinl lying in it small 
eneLosmre on tlv tmuk of the river, aod ahoukl certainty be amoved to Home safer place. 
Mr- WntmacOlt Mem* to have been misinforms* about the n a me of t\m Pir an whma 
grave they Were formm-ly deposited. The local people (including a Very dd man, 
l-iajl .Jnmhil Kbftft, who rrroollecla ikie utifiiioil mini hoi) are Certain that the name of 
the P\r wm Sira juddlA* nm| not Multan SfliihAbiiddln, nn rimed by Mr. MTrinuirot t. 
— H. E- S, 

* In Eastern Bengal tme method of purifying the water of rt lank is lo drop into it n 
KCtion at bamboo rotitjaming M^rrufy, H. E, ft. 





MKMOIKS 01 ' 0.1111 \ S ll IMNIHU. 


Mfi 


liiwvr portitn of the totte r i> «1 itl standing. and it is studded on the outside 
with stone projections resembling elephant 1 * tanks. According to Ravenshaw 
this was fin alarm tower on which tires were lighted in times of danger or in¬ 
vasion to give timely notice to the city of Gaur (or Pun daub while Mr. F. f?. 
yanshawe, u.e.s., considered it wus a hunting tower which might probably 



f'f/f. j£,— Thr Towruf Xlrntuiarvis 


have also been used an a watch or signal tower, It is very similar in construc¬ 
tion to Ahbfirs Hintti Mindr at FathpiLr ftlkn and Ifctra Shikok u M infir 
at Shiknhpur neai La Si ore, The upper part of the Mindr has fallen dottn ; 
hilt the two lower storeys which remain ntuiiding an 1 about -V"> feet high. Hie 
droumferencL? at the base being feet !* inches, the diameter is IB feet SJ 
inches. The tow er (which \\m now been declared a * Protected Monument f 
and placed under the Archseological fhjpartment) slam Is on an octagonal 
l.mse, ear Si face of which is also about IS feet. 1 


1 Fream Eli- eln-i* 11liLm-i ay i>f il« *lmM uw tit that o A I hr ftiran Mitmral Kitlipur SlkrT. 
ii appro*™ likely that tin? XlratuMiriU townr wuh tovUmI in Akbar'a titm* TIsP ttrehrot 
Cflll* dial limy fltiO hi" im«.-! hi each fric* of iha hi *0 wen' a»,.w^ilih* intelldnl for the 
|m iJic-o iti r-luir^e of tlio i ntlhi- su 1 ^ tlw jimrtion of tlao two iitob,- H, K. S. 
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:i,—A>aJUKABAD 1 OR EmsU^IJ RaZaH. 

It will not be not of place lien? to add a few brief notes cm English Biitt&r, 
commonly called An$wwbad t the headquarter of the district. 

From the title " Mauhln and Englraavade' of the ' Diaries and Connidta- 
tlnns " of the East India Company from 1685 to 1093 (now preserved in the 
library of the India Office, London), it \h evident that the (ompany had 
already a station at English Bazar during the latter half nf the ITth century. 
The mason for this, was probably the fact that this elevated site was found 
specialty suitable for midbeiiy plantations and the production of raw silk- 
The factory at Old Mfddali was givt-n up aImiuI 1770 , aim! a IVuiimcreial Kesi- 
deney Gfi&ablfchcd in its place at English Bazar* The present Magiuttete h 
O ourt is the dd Residency building* and the Factory wart protected by a high 
wall, with hiistions at the eonuT, in which 8 cannon were located . * 1 The 
dale At which this fortified post was built and the name of the first Resident 
is given in the following inscription, which is now fixed on a pillar in the centre 
of the compound 


E rooted 

W 

Thomas Henchman 
Anno 

1771 > 

Tin- Residency was called by the people I lit* Han-Knthi, and here silk 
cloth Was manufactured and collected for sending to Calcutta for export** 
tio» to other places beyond t lie seas. 'Hie cloth was also dyed lit various 
eolnurs. and some nf it wnfl embroidered with gold and silver thread. The 
residence nf Mr. Ijimb (the present tSrctiit Huiiae) was built, und the two 
tanks tin the tiwn'drTn dug. in )S2 Tj. An Indigo factory was a bo established 
in lSTt2 nu the rmtidan Booth nf the factorywith houses ektto at hand for 
the officers tn live in : but this indigo business was soon discontinued ami 
tlie residence nf the Manager, whieh was jli the south-east corner of the 
imtifiiin, made over to the Zilla School, Tliia was tint opened on Monday the 
inth July I8S8. Tin- pHtent ehurituldc bcwpital, built in 18fll, occupies the 
site where Mmisbi illinium Husain, author of the ttij/iisu^t-SaliUln, formerly 
resided. The .War Middle Vernacular School was started in I NWS, but was 
Absorbed iutn the ZiJIn School in 


■ Two nf t Ihtii itn- Htill lyinp in frwfll of tin* t ! in?u3l Hipium', 

1 Otlirr hutitfo farUirii-* kart Imvii Hi ttjjigjrihiitaldfe, -Hiitlj-wr-l of English 

Bazat, iri iirfcti Irtlft. 
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It w to Is: noted that Peedan wos tin? (burt language of 1 hi* district till 
tin-year 1^'U when it was replaced by Bengali p and that the Malclali district 
itself wan formed in llit 1 year 1813, oat of the larger districts of Dhinjpiir, 
KfijbhtthT and Purneai- The t»rsi \hig:atmte of tin district was Mr, William 
Bi addon. 


Htrich Fadory. 

Tlu-re is a tradition that the building a little south of the JWJt Bungalow 
wok the former Dutch Kiutory. Tlierc arc old graven in tIn- compound, in 
which members of a family called MasK-ureidius were buried (Maria, d. [8L3, 
aged 43 : Am twain Joat\ d, 111 Mi, agod 1 ‘2: and Antonin l’listed iu, d. 1795, 
aged 30). 


Insertjitiou of Husain Shah'# tim *. 

There is an inscription set up in an Imt7mf*t}ra m mafmlla ('hak Am bin close 
to the writer’s house bearing tlm date 913 A,H. (lAiiT A.lX). The (milder 
of the mosque referred to may be the Walt Muhammad, MujlisulMajiUi* 
Majlis Mum fir, who erected the Small Gulden Mum j lie at Firuzpiir, Gaur 
{viifr mp?& f p. 81). The text and translation of the inscription am given 
below:— 

JJJj ih** ^ | Ijn 

* hj\^\ £!U*—J 5 

Trtin#itilkw .—mosque was built by the MjijlLsmUMujalis, the 
excellent Majlis, in Hie year til"1 of the Hijra of the Prophet," 


/ useription on Ihr Fimzpur Mosqmu 

There is another old i ascription in Ttnjhra character sol upon the enclneiiirc 
wall of a niurfjm* north-wont of the English Bazar police-station recording 
the construction of a Madmmh in the rHgn uf Hush in Shall, and dated 1st 
BuMtiSait 907 Adi. (1502 A.IX), It was almost certainly brought from some 
Modramh at Gaur, uj„ that at Djimshriri t,±ttpni, p. 76), nr at Be I bar] 
(p, 87). The test ami translation of the inscription are given below :— 

J *I » y ) (A*J| pL. J ivk 4&| 0 wf! JB 

^4^* Oj- I y/JaL-Jl sj.1 1 Uj 

j yy*W\ AU| Ja**- ji ^!oU—J| 
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oJA J^kU\ *l£ i^h**** j^*)l 

jJ[ JJJ] ^Hj ^iW j-Kil -Jr 1 ^ ) ^ ^ -fif 

1 £JU***J ^ iJA-i M ^ *** 

Trandatfon * —“ The ^Prophet — May the blessing and peace of Allah be on 
hint } — Kaicl ; ^Search after knowledge, even If it be in China." This* excellent 
.Ifnrir-ri-wA wan ordered to Im i built by the Great and Supreme Sultan, the 
Saiyid of the SaiybK the Source of AuspicfoitBiwas, who exerts himself in 
the way of Allah the All-giver, the Conqueror of Kiiinm and Kamatah with 
the help of the Merciful* Almiddimiya wadtfin AbGl Muznlfiir Husain Shah, 
the Euttin, al-Husalnl — May Allah perpetuate hk kingdom ' for the teaching 
of the sciences of religion and for instruction in the principles which lead to 
certainty — in the hope of obtaining from Allah the great reward, and begging 
from Him that He will ever remain pleased (with him) on the 1st of 
Rtmutzdn 907 A.H." (10th March r LKfi A.l).)* 


Inwriplim oh thr Ihpti rpiir Mosque. 

A third inscription of Husain Shah s time h to he found placed over the 
gate of a recently constructed mosque at Hyderpur in the English Bashr 
Municipality. The local story m that the slab was found lying on the ground 
in the house of one ArubifeAtharan J>rLH of the village Mlnidal near the shrine 
of AkhT Sirujuildm, known as Piriin-jPTr. From this place it was removed 
and wt up on the mosque by two Muhammadans of Hy derpur. The Lnscrip- 
tfom given below, U so similar in its wording to that erected in the time of 
iAlamhlinV turn, Na^rat Shah, at ChallHapiim (tilde mpro. p. 153) as to 
sugft&st that the builder of the mtjagah at the Utter place must have seen 
this insertplbn at sta original site, and copied it. Incidentally this also 
tends to confirm the .dentity of the "BGy.it 1 Mrtiti of OiiAlisapiLrS with the 
Bihi Malt! who built the mosque close to the tomb of AhJii SirajuddTn, 

j£jULJ| * r v !l^E Jbd JJLM Jti 

JiaL+H jtfiJfjii ^Ji j ki*h r^ jj r bA<J| ^ Lki - ,f 

* iiUfe—J j .Ar ii llaJ«* j J&\ jJA jr . 11 ^ 


Truncation*—'* Almighty Allfih said : 4 For him who does a good deed, 

there will be ii ten-fold (reward}.' The Exalted and Liberal Sultan 'Alaud- 
w-iwltiin Afaul Maaaffar Husain Shah, the Sultan, son of Saiykl Ashraf 
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jd-Husaini — May A lift It perpetuate hi s kingdom and rule l — built this Sat^lyah 
(shed for the supply of drinking water) in the year 910 ** (A H, : 1504-5 
AD-lJ 


Otie ku Mosques anh Monuments of English BIkau, 

KuMUcla Maojid. 

This is very close to the Alt Mnnzil at KuttTtoll and was built hy one 
Shaiira Bewa T a widow, iri 1257 A.H. bl S4j A.1C) The inscription of this 
mosque, which is sh itl to have been composed by .Shaikh Muhammad 
Ashflri, alias Shaikh AliimiddTn, son of XizamiucldTib k m follows ; 

Oijj lb .tL* ij/ *3Af » A* k —& ]}$ —“ *0 E ^Ih 

JS # jWl is-i* J *i~j& 


" XhaTim of the good nnine built this mosque, In visible angel* said Stumh 
Mia rfthai pyear of gnat comfort") in the year 1257 and the swift [ten has 
inSCrihed it. 


Grams in Chak Qurban *Al I; ami Fhrlnfimi* ifwyac, 

Mir MuzafTnr 'All, son of Salih oddim was a nvdilcnl of Chak Qurbuu 
H Ali. He died In 1285 A H. (186© A.D.) and his grave is to the south of u 
CH&hutra — IQO yanls to the south-west of Phiindnns mosque—which contains 
ft number of gravid. The grave in the middle of the Chnhtltm (with a sarco- 
phngtia of black basalt) is that nf Alir -Sultan 'All, brother of Mir Qurbiin 
All, lifter whom the quarter is called. The bitters broken grave is UK) yards 
to the north-west of Phil minus mosque. 


L Tii'- iasi'ri|>li<>fi is m-w-, mu r |. for it* iliwovvry.. I urn to Mwulvi Xajmul 

Hlouhik Thrt? ens-tinii nf a ntuptjjiih ralhtT ffUggeit# tlittt either iit vtoa erwt+si at an Itnamr 
from or 11mt lhu8uint Akhf Sirljudilllii wnn n .Shiwh, ii*are built in memory 

of llie^ yimftynldln of Ifimtil Hurtaim Water niid Slwrbft nre dintributfii from them to 
wayfarers, e*|rfS'i«iliy in the riml ten days of Mlt&nmtm ih<» month in whieh the tragdy 
oreurred- 

Tkn’ in aUi> a ibuimgwl iitt-riptiun nl lhe Makiah in the Ffrojspftr sjimrter 

of English JhWir iwordin^ the t-maion of n mil* by SultAu bin n*-^ultnn Ni-ir- 
uddtwiyn Wftddltir From the E tlus it would flrem tti date from the time of the llurjiin! 
King Nti.-imi Shnh. kind Although I he end of the nuoriptiun is broken* the last twr> wr#n|a 
nppenr rnprtblc of being read with mtat> * ■ [taint y el* JJhjItftAfij \m n>Q s im'«*J. Henrtr tliP 
yimr i* A.H., which, oantt-inn the jyiigge^tioii that I lie kuriptmn Moiig> to 

New rut S|j4ifi of Iht- Hiistdiil dynuty,—H, E. ti. 
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The mosque in question hut* three domes. and wa-s built in l-Ott AH. 
(1794 AHK) by one Musammat PhOndtui of this quarter of the town. It fans 
tlit* following inscription on it, which i* mid to have Ijecn compu&od by 
Mim&hl Ghulam Husain, the author of the Riydz :— 

Ai jy*M * -W) 

*tr*A 

fM jE ^ ^ ^ iJV" 


Trua^ulfWi — This, mosque vrus built by Phfmdnn—May her end be 
happy! — and complete I in the reign of HIiThIl 'Alain. In visible angebs rqmko 
the date of its erection Bard kufr xhud m Dnr lst8nt , (‘Infidelity 
disappeared and this (town) became l)or Islam'). The letters of the 
chronogram total up to 13Q& 


ifi ndldAV .Vdipu. 

Ocute to the niooque of Fbundmi there fc+ another mosque built by one 
Muiishl Khainillafn brother of "AtiqulliU), in !2"»s A.H. (1^ A IX), Ihe 
inscription composed by Muntihi Abdul Kurins (a pupil of Murahi GhuEm 
Husain) for this mosque Ls given below : 

J ufj; ) >>*“' ji* 

J *1, *tj (>V- » k =^ f -r"^ 

Tmujfatioft. — M Shaikh Khuiridirdi, a religious intm, built ibis mosque to 
show hirt sincerity and faith. Invisible angels spake its date flabkaza utlh ! 
tmh t ttxj'Mtihsin ( L Wfdi 1 Wiih ! Excellent and Beautiful 

(r rave of M u mhl f *h ft hi tn li vm in. 

Twenty yards east of Plmudauw Mosque lies the grave of Munsht Ghuhiui 
Husain, Salim, ZaidpilrL the author of the Riynzti-^Sal^iht ('Cardens of the 
fiutt&nn'Jb which has lm so constantly referred to in the present work. He 
wrote tlw History of Bengal in 1787^8 at the request of Mr. George Udnoy, 
Manager of liar Silk Factory of the Hon hh- East India Company at English 
Bazar, and the ftijm date in which he completed his book, vi z. Y VM2 A ll. 
can be ascertained by adding up the numerical values of the Arabic letters 
forming the title of the work. The Mulish! took considerable pains to ascertain 
the dates of the iwcriptkkiia that lie found on the different buildings that still 
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survived from the times of the Muhammadan Kings of Bengal. urn I ho also 
hod secefi$ to miscellaneous sources of history that have iuiw disappeared* He 
win i a native of Zaidpur in Oudh, and—as ku already been stated- is mid 
hi have lived at the very place where the present charitable hospital now is. 
He Chronogram of hia death composed by his pupil, MunshT 'Ahduf KurJm, is 

ns follows :— # Jls } 1 The Miinnbl left tho world 1 (1233 

AM, ; 1818 A.D.). 

The concluding sentences of Mumdii Idiula ul iiusaijs/s work may be 
quoted to show his opinion of I hose who had then but lately assumed the 
government of Bengal, and flow broadminded his own philosophy waft :■— 

1 The English among the Christiana are adorned with the head-dress 
of wisdom and skill, and ornamented with the garb of generosity and good 
manners. In resolution> activity in war and in festivities, in adnuniatering 
justice and helping the oppressed, they are unrivalled ; and their truthfulness is 
so great* that they would not break a promise, should they even lose their 
lives. They admit no liar to their society, are pious, faithful, pitiful, and 
honourable. They bare neither learnt the letters of deceit nor have they 
read the page of vice ; and notwithstanding their difference of creed, they do 
not interfere with the religion and rite** of IslUm, and the propagation of 
the Muhammadan faith. 

txdTj ^ JO y 

+ jib 

* All wrangling about faith and heresy leads to the same place : the dream 
is one and the Hanie dream , though the interpretations may differ.* ,J 


iweripUon on a Stout Piiiar, 

Nearer still to i'Jmndnn V mosque on the east is to l>e seen an inacriptioii on 
a stone pillar attached to the grave of another native of Zaidpfir. named 
Saiyid Imlm 'All, who died on the 1 9tk of Stifor 1209 A.H. (1794 A-JX), The 
won ling of the inscription is as follows 

(Jilo jl I^'d 

* 1 IM > jjj ^<3)f oJi; Jl~ 


Tnmshitivit *— tfaiyid Imam ’AH came from Zaidpur and spent his life here. 
The year of Ins death (is shown by the sentence} Diiihil ft 4-Jan wt lie 
entered into Pant dine \ He died on the 19th tfu/nr in 1200 HijriJ' 
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Tombs of Tarkari'i*Biiahtd or (ilium Bhuhld. 

There is a grave in front of the Guru Training School, opposite to the Cirooft 
House at English Bazar, which is said by the local people to be the grave 
of a Turk who died a martyr. Oloee to it is a grave known as Cham Pit. 
There are similar graves known as Tiirkav-i-Shnhid or Uharii Pir, one at- 
Ratldwri (at the beml of the Ksjundial road, 1 mile from English Razor), 
and the other at RSghbfiri itarff. They are now worshipped and horses 
made of pottery are presented to these places. The local tradition is that 
these an* the graves of some Turkish soldiers wlio came with Muhammad-i- 
RnkhtiyAr Kluilji and died in the subsequent fighting. This is not impos¬ 
sible. it.- it cannot Is- bettered that the adherents of Lakh an Sen allowed 
Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar to conquer them without a struggle. 


A. HaUHHAKT. OR BaLLAUURI. 

Hfi eh hit ri is probably one of the oldest portions of Gaur aiul it* a heavily 
embanked quadrant, with sides each about l mile long, situated 2 or 3 miles 
north-west of English Bazar on the right-hand side of the highway leading to 
Rjtimahal. 'Hie enclosure is rather longer from north to south than Irani east 
to west and is formed by a gigantic embankment AO—tMi feet in breadth at 
the top. ISO feet in breadth at the base, and 20 foot high. It is divided into 
two approximately equal halves by iNxS rampart with a broad ditch on the 
western side 'file eastern half (which contains a large X > S tank called 
'Taitina DighT* 1 ) is said to have lieen Ballfii Sen's Palace, while the western 
half was the Fort. The southern boundary is formed by a section 
of the raised road train Lakhnnur to Devkot which Muhammadan his¬ 
torians state was begun by Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar and completed by 
Ghiyuauddln Twns in the first quarter of the 13th century (ride Chapter 
U p. l‘»): while the ditch—in feet wide—w hich both runs along 
ttie northern side of the mail and surrounds the enclosure on the 
west, north and east, appears to have Imich served as a means of water 
communication roughly parallel to the Kalmdrt from the southern end of a 
great bend of the latter river at Suntitola (south of I’Tchhli) to the MabanandK 
close to the present site of English Btzir. Hie local tradition is tlmt Ijiksh- 
mnn Sen escaped to Eastern Bengal by using this passage to the Mahanaada, 
possitfly after I sing first driven out of PlehhlT (ttidt next section) bv the 
approach of Muhammad-i-Buklitiyar from the R&jmahal direction. If this i« 
correct, if rut her suggests that the raised road leading from Western Bengal to 
Devkot w«a originally constructed by the Sen Kings (or even their predeceawre 
the Pals), and only improved by the Muhammadans. 'Die existence on the 
Kiilindri River, alwiut a mile north of BaghbRri, of u village called Ariipur 
(tilios Anurpiir)—the original name of which is said to have las-ii Arliutptir 

1 This rnune ia said to bo a corruption of Tarpan Dighi, or u tank nt which offerings 
wire aw to to the Miul* of nucntiorj, H. K. 8. 
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carries the mind even further back to Budilhlbt times : and the proximity to 
ArSjifir of the village Kntwiili indicate* the possibility of the Muhammadan* 
having established themselves in the first instance al the extreme north end 
of Gaur, Ijefon exk^ridiiigtiiiiiihwardt first to the vicinity of the Sugar hbjhl 
and thru, in the time of Xigiruddm Mahmud, to the L-itudel area. 


,1. — •PlCHClU. 

Tliin place lies eight miles to the north-went of English Baifiur beyond 
(Jangijaiiipur. and occupies the north-western angle of land between the 
present Kulindr! and a former i-oumi of the same river, running down to 
Sofiatol .'i P of which the ends have now dried up. U wm protected on the 
gout I lei m I east by a moat, and Buchzinun Ha no 11 on mentions a tradition current 
in his tLine that it was the capital of Adiaur, tin- Hindu King of Bengal who 
imported Brahmins from Kanauj. "Ilie site is full of bricks, with fragments of 
pottery covered With bluish-green glaze on both sides, and h m evidently been 
artificially raised during a long period of occupation* From its jjositbn, as 
well ais the fact that Ghiyaauddln L lwaz about 1220 A.t>. established a 
fortress at Bisiiii-Kot (Mu reha BLshnupiirj on the opposite side of the Kulindrl 
about ;i miles further up stream to tJie north-west, it is quite possible that 
Plcblili continued to be mi important centre even in Muhammadan times. 


hwrriptioti nf MatfM Shah Jthil , T 

The name of die place is explains I by Franc klin as being in full Fi rhhli 
QhMiiL i.r.. the furthest gheU. or boundary, of Gaur on the north-we.it. 
General Gunnlngham found here (in what is probably one of Khali JalTiFs 
Chilli* Kfumas) a mocEt important inscription, the date of which is IH7 
AM. (124U A.TX). The inscription is 7 feet 7 i inehc* king and I foot 21 inches 
broad and is now lying, upside down, within the mins of the building, which 
ih situated at the south-west comer of the former town at the angle between 
the moat and the former course of the KaliudrT. It Ml yard* from botli of them. 

The test of the inscription runs thus - 
.^mJI ■, uijjj ^tkUJi i^Wi £ji£*Jr *14; /*) 

4 &I jti) ,i*l -oU Jill Aids. ^UiLJl i&JI 


J This losenptlon Is Icnowii h* ike tl&rigiiFilrnpur inscriptum m deiwnl Ouming* 
Knm unfortunately mat** [Krjrtft, p. 45 )that lie found it fit Uanglriinpur, vrHuh u B 
iuLle amy la the north-rail*—H- E. S, 
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JU«J| iijd ft oi o^j iiiji-* Jij } tty 

^-*U ili tiJi* 1 ! j»l J ftatii 

tt> jjJ! ; ,3*JJ jDa. r &*JI w^UJl —-J f il Wjj ij *5^“ ) iSh* <UJ[ oAA 
iiljt» 4U] -MA <J*jt ijP* ' <3j^ '-fy J * 

* iS’*L- j ; ft* p* 1 * y 

Translation—" This biased building wan ordered to be built by the 
Exalted SultAiii Si«B»udduniya wad din Abul Muzaffar llttiimsb. the Sultan, the 
Right Hand of the Khatifah of Allah, the Assistant of the Lord of the Faithful 
—May Allah illuminate his heart and may the scale of Ids balance on the day 
of Judgment be heavy with good deeds 1 The building was repaired in the 
ri-igu of the Great Sultan Nadruddunfyi v-addlr Abul Muzaffar Mahmfld 
ghah, the SuHin, the Assistant of the Lord of the Faithful- May Allah 
perpetuate his kingdom and rule!—during the period of the Governorship of 
the Exalted King (JtftfM) Jftlal ul-Haqq wail Din, King of the Kings of the 
East. Jtas'ud Shrdi JfinI, the Instrument of the Low! of the Faithful May 
Allah perpetuate his reign I—on the 1st day of J/uHofTom in the year 847 A H. 

This date throws doubt on the usually aooepted date of thin Governor of 
Bengal under the ffnserointy of the Slave King Nadruddln of Delhi [014-64 
A.H. : 1246-65 AJ3.1. Malik Jani is only aligned a single year (fiofi-AT A.H.) 
ju even the most recently published lists of the ruler* of Bangui, though it in 
possible, as General Cunningham remarks [faport, p. 171). that Ma'sud might 
have been Governor twice—once at the time when this inscription was erected, 
and again in tS-vlf A-H. 


t>. CiiAMAiri. 


Gufmuritt is about six mites south-west of English H&z&r and on the left- 
hand side -jf the present Kftliachak Road, Here was the residence of Mr. 
Henry (heighten, the well-known Manager of a flourishing indigo factory' at 
this place from 17*6 to 1807. He made a survey of Gaur, as well a number of 
water-colour ditwinglof the ruins, and was the lirst to -stm' schools iri the dis¬ 
trict in which the local children were instructed in their own language. Near 
. bis factory and to the east oE it then* was formerly a handsome mosque built 
of brick and stone, hut only a decorated minaret still remains. Mr. Creighton 
collected lu re a good many carved stones and inscriptions from the ruins of 
Gaur, but they have now all been removed, Sfuoshf Haiti Baklish lit his 
Khunhid-i-JatiSn Ahi mo (Beveridge, op. rtf., p. -l-"0 mentions the existence 
of an inscription at this mosque, bearing the name of Sultan [GbiySsuddlnJ 
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Bahadur Shah, mid dated 711 A-H. (1311 AJ>+), This seems to point to 
the mosque having \w&yi erected toy this son of BhamAuddlfi FTmz Sim Is (after 
whom Panel ini was renamed PTrnzii I wii I); but the Munshf does not give a copy 
of the inscription, and it cannot now be traced If. however, he w»S correct, 
the OuIiDalil mosque must have b*en one of the earliest mosques to lx? 
erected in either finur or Pandua. There way also jjh Alms house ( Khnirdt 
Khana), of which remains still exist. 

The name GimrniiUi is po&dlbly a corruption of Mil-Mfdti. The local 
story [h that one NiilatT (or Mill at!) was maid servant to Sultan Xasnit Shah 
(029-939 A H. or 1518 1532 A D.J. and that she was colled in the Harem toy 
the name Biiu Ms hit I or Bfni MfdtT, Bua mcampg * elder sister.' 1 The 
place when* she millet I was also called 41 Bnamtilti.’ 1 It seems to the writer 
that Bui Ms hit ! held a high position in the Royal family and that it was 
probably she who constructed the Jahuniystt Mosque at PlWiud-Ptr in 
941 A I L (1535 A.D ns well as being the provider of the drinking-water abed 
mentioned in t he inscription found at ChalfeapSra, Old Mu Id ah* that was built 
in the year 938 AH. (1532 A.B-), a 


7 Ganua Snan, \m» thk Batminc; Chat at SAmiJ.Ahmit, 

At 8a 4 du)Iithpur t which is nix miles south-west of English Bazar, there is 
a bathing^Anf with n long flight of steps leading down to the river BhugirathL 
It has also n large burning-ground fur the cremation nf Hindu corpses. 
There is no temple. I t is snid that the Muhauumidazi Kings of Oaur appoints! 
this place for tlie jjerformance of snored rite* by the Hindus and the cremation 
of their dead 1 anises near the old i>ed of the Ganges. 

An Annual Fair is held here on the full moon of Pa rut (December), 


8.—Ta.nha, tub last capital of Gauk, 

The first mention of this place toy a European is Ralph Fitch's in 

1585: 

u Tam la is in the hind of Gaureii [Gaurj, It hath in times of pa*t been 
n kingdom hut now is subdued by Zelabdin* Kelietoar (JelaUiddTrt Akhar]. 
Great trade and fraftique is here of cotton and of cloth of cotton. The 
people gor naked, with a little cloth bound about their waste. It standeth 
in the countrey of Bengal a. Here be many tigers, wild tottfs. nod great 
store of wilde fonlc : they arc very great idolaters, Tanda sUudcth from 
the river Ganges a league, because in times past the river, flowing over the 


1 £Ujjrn p |>. \)X 


1 jfupm n jjp, l&J unit l5fL 
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hankc’H. in time of mini? iliii drown© the count rey and many villages, 
anil so they do rentable. And the o!d way the river tinges was woont 
to run rrinaiiicth ilrie. which is tin* occiisicni that the citic doth stand so 
farm from the water*’ 11 This agrees fairly welt with EenneH’s map, made 
nearly 200 vents later, where we find 1 Terrell marked 1 mile N. W • ol Mild- 
dapour (i.r.. Mahdipiir). and a lit!lc more than this distance Sj. W, of the 1 'itadel 
of Gaur, tat the opposite side of the BhajiTrathT. 

Buchanan Hamilton in is Hi made the following nbservat ions cm ‘Tangta " 
as he called it (Jackson's edition of 1 Runiee pp. 109-10), and. on the ae- 
com pu living map, shows the place as a large square fort : 

11 The only min | in Kntinchak Division] is that of Tongrn, a place of no 
considerable antiquity* When the family of Sheer Shall was deprived id the 
Government of Indio liy tlie Mogul Hnmnyun, the kingdom of Bengal again 
threw off its subjection to Delhi and the new dynasty left (imir and retired 
across the Old Ganges to Tangrn. The distance is so small that they could not 
la* said to have changed the seat of Government, but only to have built a now 
palace or country residence ; ami although Gaur is said to have been plundered 
by the first of three princes, it was by no means destroyed, nor did the people 
follow the court to Taftgra, which would never appear to have W*en a large* 
place, nor arc there nnv considerable ruins to denote that these princes lived in 
splendour or erected great works," 

Tajida was failed Khaw’mptir to distinguish it from Titnm Talisil in the 
Faizabid district of the United Provinces; but. owing to the destruction of 
Tanda by floods in—it is said -1856. the name Khawiispiir has now Ihh*ii 
transferred to a place on the cast bank of the IlhagirathT, about a mile west 
of Riiinkelb while the supposed site of Tanda is represented by the village 
‘ Jolun Barlhal,’ just across the river from the village of KhTrkT, which is less 
than a mile south of the modern Khnwiispfir. 

Kuluimun Knrariin! is said to have transferred the capital from Gaur to 
TKndn in 1565, and it was a favourite residence of the* earlier Mughal 
Governors of Bengal 1 . In 1060 Khali *Shuja‘, hard-pressed by Mir Jumla 
(Auwiipitli * General)* retreated from Biijmahal to Tiinda, in the vicinity of 
which town was fought the decisive battle in which he was finally coated. 
After this date Tanda is not mentioned in history. 

The word Tiinda is generally applied by the people to CAnr-landa, which, 
jf small, are called TViwri The mums of several villages of Mnidnh end with 
thin name, ns, for instance, Kat-Tfmri and Bharti-'lHnrT, 

K/iitjt'ih, a well-known article nf confectionery with n wide re [iu tat ion. 
is said to have been first prepared in Bengal at T JTmda — one Mir Mu Inti, 


i Mull SiitL'ii Inter in IflOfi-Ofl removal the neat of Government from TiUttln lo 
KfijTiinlmt, wliurc, ns noted by Mminfiui*, fitmii Sliil jfi* nlsmvna* in resirten™ in 1(541. 
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a foqlr, whose tomb m bit 113 seen near the alt® of Tanda, having taught a 
local modi (groeer) how to prepare it 1 * * * V * 


II.—Ha II HAL. 


This village stands on the river Kalindri, 21 milea north-wwt of the head¬ 
quarters of English ftoiir and about two miles smith-card of Eaton police- 
station. At this place Nawwfb Sinljuddauh wau arrested through the instru¬ 
mentality of Dana Shah, a/at/ir. His capture is thus described by Stewart in 
his " History of Bengal ,P : ** Taking with him his jewels and a large wum of 
money upon elephants occenn panted by his wife Lootfunnissa and one or two 
other women in covered carriages be hastened to Bhagwungola where he em¬ 
barked upon Home of hi s own bouts which were stationed there and proceeded 
up the river in hopes of meeting Mr. Law w ith the French detachment whom he 
hud ordered to join him. or of effecting his escape to Puroeah, but on his 
arrival opposite to Rfijinalml he and his women, being oppressed with 
hunger t otop[4d fit the veil of a Muhammadan darvesh named Dana Shah and 
requested him to procure thorn some food- To this man SiiriljiJdfLaula in the 
days of hi* prosperity had offered an affront, the remembrance of which still 
rankled in his mind : he, however, received them courteously and set about 
preparing some K fu r fi n (hodge-podge) for them ; but privately despatched 
one of his servants across the river to ±Mir Qasim. the brother of Mir .JaTar 
Khan, who commanded the troops at Rajmahal, and who, upon receipt of the 
intelligence, immediately proceeded to the cell of the Durvetih [at Buhral | and 
seized the unfortunate fugitive/’ 


]l> + —DRQTAL a/ ok Qiijtftflh TABBIZaBAD. 

Fifteen miles north of Pandua t on the PBdahiihl road to Devkot, and J| 
miles south of the northern boundary of the Mahlah district, Ls found an arti¬ 
ficially raised area of land which is evidently — from the name id the place 
(Dental*) ; the imrneroua tanks scattered through the jungle ; and the Hindu 
remains found! In the vicinity—an ancient Hindu settlement To the smith- 
vu*t t ]f a fine tank and on the opposite, or western, aide of the main road (which 
was here formerly paved with bricks on edge in the flame fashion as the road 


1 As l nm in funned that tlw A'Aq/uA of Tand* won a sort of aw«?t puff ptuio f tho 
ftujir [:< rob ably brought t\w receipt from Sikrt, a village in South llihitr, not far from 

Uftjglr, which in stiJl renowned for this awoetJBaal—H. E, 

1 flwLiiK to my (iiiuovery of the hisenplion inakie the Chi tin Khiitm mid flip frvth 

rent li i in by Mnulvi Najmul HiiaoIii of the iiNwrajitian over the doorway, l have MibKliUstol 
an ontin'ly frrah flcecriptiGU of l*oqtaln for the Kh&n KAhj h L * eh oft f m rap bra of Cuiming- 

V ftcequat- H. E. 6. 
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near the Adma Mosque) there is a Chill ft Kh*t»o.u r tattyo (religious semi- 
miry), of the Pandua Saint, Slmh Jalal This. the local people mv, is one of Itfit) 


t'rtj. JJ,—QiHEa K3mnn ft/ Shah Jn{al t iJcatala. 



such temporary abodes of this much travelled suiiit. The chill a Khaim is 
situated ill a small courtyard which contains a number of graced, ami to the 
immediate south-wist of the chief building w a small modem whitewashed 
mosque, Cunningham visited the spot in ]37fk80 and made the following 
remarks (vide pp. 04 and 05 of his Report) > 

J+ Over the entrance gateway of the enclosure there i* a neatly cut inscrip¬ 
tion on a h I tick basalt slab, recording the erection of a Jthni* Maxjid in the 
year A.H- 868 during the reign of IMrimk Shah. There art 1 govern] Hindu 
pillar* lying about the enclosure. and, , * . , . , „ * s , * * * ^ ,a fine standing 

figure of Vishnu with four arms,,. . The inscription Lh a very fine 

specimen of the curious style of writing which prevailed at this period, in 
which all the impend ieular stroke* of the letters arc prolonged upwards and 
arranged at equal distanm ho m to look like a railing, 
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Thin inacription, to* woU an another over the door of the LAiffd A'Mmo, hail 
bwn discovered by Mr.. 1C. V* VVcstmacolt, l> years previous to CimiunghAru 'h 
visit, and readings by Mr. Bloehiiiaini given from rubbing* supplied by Mr, 
Westmacott in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1K74 {pp, 206 and 
2071 : but ob the name of the place w&a misread m TTrQibM, and .Mr. tilochmann 
was not able to <lecipher most of the second inscription (including the name of t he 
ruling King), re vised readings and translations an? given below ;— 

] r llRrhiik Shah Inscription dates I Ihijrtf* A«I). (March I4h4 AL>_ | 
iA-c—*J| IjLe j 4JJ] 

K ijjl j jjj| jaj JXi J J**w tiili j 3 Jii'-J 

,j» U^-.* ^ **ie 4JUJ p^l 

^•tapjr o®-*J| I j* *iisaJj JjjJ ^ r x*i- *i JlJl r i ! JJ] 

) _^U] ^*1/ pJa**J| ^Bta. J ^H) ^la. 

&•) ****-• K'V* «j4j J ^ 

JU-JI *U UGju jUk*H Jj] J IjpjJf JjV! JjUJi 

1 L£ j 4^) ^J-C] ) i-'IJshw j 4JJ] ^(LLwJl ab* 

J 

* iJUiU3 j j ^u; *;>>j w +J I— Kij ^ Lji 

7VfWt#ifn/ia». — M Almighty Allah said (Qur'an ix t III]: Bo ye take llie 
giving of drink to pilgrims and the frequenting of the Holy Mosque to be equal 
in value to him who believeth in Adah and the lost day and exerts himself In 
the road of Alhlh ? They are not held equal by Allah : for Allah guirieth 
not the unrighteous/' 

S4 The Prophet — May the Peace and Blessing of Allah lie on him ! — said : 
He who builds a mosque in the worhl Almighty Allah will build for him 
seventy castles in Paradise. This J&mi* Mosque in the village of Tftbritabad 
was built by the Great Klian, the Exalted Khiin 1 the Adviser of Kings and Sui¬ 
ta us, who is a sufficient protection against the (evils of the] Age. Hugh Mura hit 
Khan—May his high qualities and ore! — in the time of the Just, Liberal 
Learned And Wise .Suitsin KukmidduniyS wsidduu Abfd MuzafFur Barbak 
Shrdu the Sultan May Allah.perpetuate his sovereignty ansi rule, and elevate 
his power sun I condition ! — on the :1th Rttjah May its honour mcrea** 11 ! 
of theyearSft8/ r 
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] I. Lnacription of // azrnt-i-A k la (Snlairiia11 Kamrani ), dated - 5 r.? Hijjfth 
978 A H, (May 1,171 ID) 

4B| ^ ^ } toSx All Jll 

O'j^J iSjUJI ji-^l (^) ^ J iijaJj ^ 

4 jlw I ^ *£b* | ^JUj 401 jJA. ^ lx] f iiJjJii w_i^c 

j^s-Li *■«„,..,«* ^fl y 

^Uj ii*M j)j*£ AM-- : |^,j jt&}} L^- ^ 

* (^ Ab-Lw- cUilj PUjt^J ) ; 

7Y.iu.*/rrti&H.—'*’ The Prophet—May tha Peace and Bluing of Allah be on 
him ! — said : " He who IpimIlJh a mosque in the world. Almighty Allah will 

build [for him] 70 palaces in Paradis/ 

“ Tim mosque was built in the blessed village ( Qfi&buh) of TabriE&bad — 
known m Deot&lah — in the time of ffitzml-i-A'ta — May Almighty A MAh 
|H s rj>etiiate his sovereignty and elevate h» condition ! Subiruan Mian, 
son of», . .Mian, Revenue Collector i8Skib-i- Jama 1 }— May Almighty 

AllAh protect him in both worlds!—hnilt tin* mosque on the Gth of ZU 
Hijrjah of the months of the year 978. (May it# blessings be wide¬ 
spread l) rt 

Btihumau KhAn Kamrnni (whose real name was the same ns that of the 
Revenue Collector who rebuilt the Deo tala mosque in 978 A.H.) was for 
nearly 20 years prior to 972 Governor of South Bihar under the Kiirf Kings 
of Bengal. When the last of three Kings was slain by a usurpr in H7|. 
SubimAn sent his brother Tftj Khan to turn out the usurper, and on Taj 
Khan’s death in the following year, Sub i man included Bengal in his 
dominions and, having moved the capital from Gaur to Tunda. ruled over 
South Bihar and Bengal till his own death in 980 A. H (1+772 A. !>-)- His 
f*eimmh the famous KALI PahAr. nJftO Conquered Orii&a fnr Suit dm An in 97 
Suhiimun vrjia cart ful to acknowledge the smserttinty of Aklmr and only used 
the title HrizraU-Atfi (‘His August Majesty') given in the Inscription. 
Apparently also he abstained from striking any coinage of Ins own. After 
SuhiiumjTs death, his second son DaTid revolted ■ but in 1182 he had to rede 
Bengal and Bihar to Aktau*, though he continued to be King of Orissa. In 
the following year, however* Da'td again invaded Bengal, hut vrm defeated 
and killed by Husain Quit Khfiil Jaliuji at the battle of RajiiuLhal in 
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034 A-H- (157*5 A.JJ,). The Afghan* continued from time to time to give 
trouble until “ L'^naaln was defeated ami tilted in 1022 A,H. (1*513 
ini* from the time of Dfi'ud’fl drat It Bengal mid Orksa actually formed | m rt 
of the Mughal Empire, 

IN. A third inscription which is fixed in the inner wall of the Ohtila 
Khdtitt building to the left of the tiffin ah, or place of meditation of the Saint, 
is dated 034 A.H. (1597 ATI.) and records the erection of u mosque by Nosrat 
Shah of the Husain! dynasty, or. more probably, the restoration of the 
alder mosque of Burl ink Slush's time. The inscription is of special interest 
a$Jt give* the n&nu of the Saint n* Shaikh Jalfil Muhammad Tabriz!. 

*1 4JJj yj A J y^ jLI y^ 1L yii l JEj 

^LkLJ! jUUJi *t£ y j^JI FA* yi * y 

yy** dm JUJptfi ytJj ^JdJl j j*g 

#ioL] j u 5 i.'Uat* 2 I 

* ^ yus ) fjji £*■* y *jty ft tJi* 


TWiijteffVui.—- +i The Prophet- May t he Peace and Billing of Allah be on 
him ! — wnd : He who builds a masque for AMh, Allah will build for him a 
similar a'ljodc in Paradise, 

*' This nuwjijr was built in the time of the Sniton, son of the Sultan, Xurir- 
u drhi niya w addin Ahnl Muza liar Naarat Shah Sul* on, mn of Husain Shah 
Sultan- May Allah protect hi* sovereignty and rule ! in the territory 1 of 
Shaikh jalal Muhammad TnhrM, The builder was his agent (karfarmantiku) 
Sher Malik in the year 034/ P 

Some idea of the (ricturraque appearance of Shah JaIll's Chill n ,A'/wir#r at 
Deotuk will he obtained from the reproduction of a recent photograph that 
ho*? been given a I the beginning of this section; wlule the Barbak Shah 
iracriptinn has been included as the second figure of Plate IV, fieneml 
Cunningham probably removed the Vishnu image that he refers to. s* it te 
not apparently now at Dentate, but an illustration of it appears at Hate 
XXVII of hi* Report. The pillius he mcntksna are HtUl in the courtyard nt 
Dentate. 


1 Tln»eatiitnii!tftin \a fmilty 
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APPENDIX C 


Life imd Work of Suiyid llnhi Ikskhsh uhHusaim of AngrczabufL 
the Author of the ^Khurslud-i-Jnhsm Nome", 

[Chiefly taken from Mr, H, Beveridge's Memoir h and account of this author's 
work, in the Journal of lh* Amalie Society of Brngol for 180-1, pages 15+4-S3l>; 
hut supplemented from n few add It ion h 3 notes by Khan Sahib \4bid "All 
Khan] 

Saiyid Ihihl Bakhta was bom in 1240 AM. [ISM A.D,) at English Bnziir, 
ill MahaHa Chak'Arabia. The family c&tne originally from the Upper 
Provinces and members of it had held high office under the Kings of Bengal. 
Eventually, on account nf old age, or for some other reasons, they retired to 
the town of Old Mfdduh where they settled in a quarter known as the Beror,- 
gartola, or quarters of the unemployed—apparently because it was chiefly 
occupied hy persons out nf employ. This quarter was in the neighbuurhood 
of Mughaltiili, and the well-known mosque of Moston ^audigar. Then the 
family moved into another nld quarter of M u Id ah culled ftaknuduuu and even¬ 
tually they came to English Ruviir, The authors grandfather, Mihndlah, 
wit? buried at Old MUdah : hut he appears to have lived at English Bazar, 
and in the mrvkje of the English Govern m cut p for the author s father* \4JT 
Huklish. was born there, as was also the author. His birthplace, he tdk us, 
was in the quarter known *h Chak Am bin. He spent all his life in English 
Btzlr, and died thereon 2nd March 1802. 

Ju hia latter days he was a Persian teacher in the Ziila School at English 
Razor [whore, incidentally, he taught the author of S4 Memoira of Gatir and 
PondUu Persian and Urdu]. HahT Hukbdi wm a msus of great simplicity 
of niind, and an enthusiast ie stud rut of history ; ]ierbaps h he acquired this 
tuate from his friend and teacher Munahl Alrflul Karim, who, in his turn, 
was the pupil of Gliulam Husain Salim, the author of the ttigazu A-iSalnthi. 
Perhaps he too Inhume interested in Gaw from the fact that he inherited 
from his paternal aunt some rent-free jand in Haxretiiag&i*, otherwise 
IJaKlgjo.iEi, which is near the shrine of Makdiim Akht -Sidijuddin. He also 
sp-uk.s on page 144 of his work, of vkiting the tomb of an ancestor of hi* T 
it Kined Mh Karbin t who died at MIMah in 1100 A.BL {1784 A.l)j. The title 
of his work JTAfcr*A id-i-Jahnn Xvtrm or " World Displaying Sun " i* a 
chronogram and yield* the date 1270 A H or 1853 A.Ik. this I wing the 
time when the hook was begun ■ he was occupied with it more or less for 
the rest of hh life ; hut he appears to have finished the history of Be ngal in 
1280 A H. or 1SI33 A.lX r for this Ls tire date to which he lots brought down 
his munition of events. 

Ah usual, the work begims with praise* t4 AJIfib and Muhammad. Then 
it proceeds to pronounce an eulogium on Minn hi 'Alwhil Karim, the friend, 
and instructor of the author We are told that "Abdul Karlin was originally 
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an inhabitant of B&rh, in the district of Pat oh, that tic came to M aid ah and 
entered into the service of Ghuliim Husain, the author of the Ri*pteu-**Satitiin w 
who was at the time Dak Mun#ht, or Postmaster, tinder Mr George L T dney. 

1 Abdul Karim wan for a time //tffcAvA* or Assistant, to the Nazir t or iSlu rhT, 
and afterwards became a MukluAr, He appears to have been a good Persian 
scholar; and one or two inscription* for mosques which he composed are quoted 
by JlithT Hakhdi, 

The account of .Wddah (indueling Gsur, Piutclm, etc.) covers pages 313* 
2M of the Kkuriihul-i-Jiihfln NmntJ, This is the really valuable part of the 
book, which extends to 41*8 pages. The author had a good deal of local know¬ 
ledge and he gives some inscriptions and many particular which an* iupt tej lw* 
found in RnveiiHliLtw’s fjaur, or in Cunningham's Ardm?olqgicai Report* nr any¬ 
where ebe, so far as l know. The praise which Major Stewart has bestowed 
on Glmhiia Husain, viz.* that be took coiudderiiUo pains to ascertain the 
dates of the inscriptions on buildings, b still more deserved by I laid Bafchsh. 
He must have worked very lianl and paid many visit h to Gaiir mu t Pandua, 
for he not only gives numerous inscriptions, hut he also state* the dhimiwfori* 
of the various buildings, and such traditions a* he could collect about their 
origin, etc. No doubt it was some advantage to him to come after Ghtiifvm 
Musa in, but he had the greater advantage of being born ami bml in English 
Bi/ilr, whereas Ghulani Husain ma only to have come there in the latter 
davsof his life. 

H. B. 

He used to copy the beautiful Twjhra iiiHcriptioa* with his own band and 
collected a number uf them in hi* house. Hi* mom was decorate! with the 
photograph:* of the ruin* pn rented to him by Mr iWcridgc and other 
Eufppsan* interested in the subject. He had a library of l rihi and Persian 
books numbering about 1000, but both the Tttrfim in sc ript ions and hi* 
books were destroyed when bin house fell in during the earthquake of 
1807, The original copy of the Khur^hid^-Jakatt Xuirm wa*i sold by his 
son Saiyid Wtf Stijj&d to the ,!/«/«■ptfMF of the Bals Hazhri Rotate. The honk 
is still preserved in the Imperial Library at Calcutta* He was known by 
the name nf H Jagatguru/ and lie foretold that Ills mantle would fall upon 
mc\ 
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APPENDIX D. 


The Sultans of Delhi. 


t'irni Dynasty—Start King*. 


A. H. 

A. D. 


602-007 

1200-10 

(!) QutbiiddTn Aibnk, slave of Muhammad GborL 

1107 

1210 

(Sl Arim ShS.li, 

607-633 

1210-35 

(3> Bhaius'iiidlh Utamifth (Iltutraish). 

633-34 

1235-36 

(4J liiiknmkliM Firiiz Shith I. 

634-37 

1236-39 

(5) Razfyft fRiyivah), 

637-30 

123041 

(6) Miiixzuddm litihrani Shall, 

031144 

124146 

(7) 1 Aliluddm Mas id ShiLh. 

044-64 

1246*63 

(8) XasirudtlEn Mahmud Shilh t - 

064-8*1 

1203-67 

(111 GIiiyflfloddTn Balbwu 

OS6-80 

1287-90 

(10) Muizzuddin Kniqubiid. 



Secmd Ihjn ad #— A' hnips. 

680-90 

1290*95 

(1) Jalaluddla Firus Shah J1 

096 

1290 

(2) Kaknuddln Ibrahim SMh ! 

698-710 

1995-1315 

(3) 'Aliluddm Muhammad Shah I. 

715-10 

1315-16 

(4i .Shilmlpuddm Umar Shilh. 

710-20 

1816-20 

(5) Qgthiiddin. Muhltmk Skills 1. 

720 

1320 

Xriainsihiln Khimru Shah, 

■ 


Th ini Iftfii itMtf — Tug&laqid*. 


720-23 

1320-25 

(1) Ohiyosuddin Tughliuj Shall I. 

725-52 

132551 

(2) Muhammad TiigUnq IE. 

752-90 

1351-88 

(3) flruz SliSh UK 

790*01 

1388 

(4) Tu^hlaq Shah 11. 

791*92 

1388-89 

(5) Abu Bnkr Khali. 

702-95 

1389-92 

(6) Muhammad Shnh III, 

765 

1392 

(71 Sikuwliir Shah 1. 

705-07 

1392-94 

(H) Mahmud Shall 11 

797-602 

1394-99 

(01 Xiiflrat Shiih | Interregnum), 

802-15 

1390-1412 

(0) MfthnifuJ Shah IE restored- 

815-17 

1412*14 

I >; tul.it Khan Lodi (tftmek no 


TmtitCjl. 




MKMWHS OF tiAUH ANO PAKDCA. 


IS? 


A. H. 

$17-24 

824-37 

837-47 

H4TAS 


865-94 

894-923 

923-32 


932 

932-37 

937-47 


946.52 

97.2(50 

(HiO-64 

961-62 

962 


962-3 
963 
10)4 
1037 
1068 
1119 
. 1124 

1124 
1131 
1131 

mi¬ 
ll si 


Fourth Dijnctfly—Saiyid*. 

A. D. 

1414-21 (l) Kl»i?-r Khun (struck no coins in his own name) 

1421-33 (2) MmoddlnMubarak Shall II. 

1438-43 (3) Muhammad Shah IV. 

1443-31 (4) 'Alain Shit- 


Fiji h Dyn arty— MU , 

1451-88 (1) Bahli»l LodT. 

1488-1617 (?) Sikand&r It bin Buhlol. 

1517-26 ( 3 ) Tht»lum U bin fiSfeandar. 


1526 Invasion of the Mughal Babar, and death of 

Ibrahim II at Pampat. 

1526-31 (I) BSliar. 

1531-40 (2) Hnnulyun, 


Sixth DjiMiMif—Afghani [Suns). 


1539-45 

1545-52 

1552-56 

153354 

1554 


(lj FarTdnddin Slier Shalt, 

(2) Lilnm Shall won of (I). 

(3) Muhammad 'AdiI Shah, 


(4} Ibrahim III 

(5) Sika Ildar Shall III J 


Rivals to ' AcliL Shah. 


Sect nth th/nasty-the Aluyhul Emperor*. 


1555-6 

(2) HucisTiyCm (again). 

1556 

(3) Akbar," 

1606 

(4) Jrthfiti^fr. 

1628 

(5) Shift Jji hilii. 

1658 

(6} Alimngzlli ’Alftmgir- 

J707 

{7J Shuh 4 Abtm 1 Unhid ur Shfih. 

1712 

(H) Jahaudir Shifts 

1712 

(11) Furrukh-Siyar. 

1719 

(10) EaU-ud-DaLtftjai* 

1719 

(11) SMh Jahiall (Kafrud.DauhJ. 

1719- 1 

Muhammad Shuh. 

1748 ( 

Et Crferi. 



APPENDIX E. 


List ot the Rulers of Bengnl from the Muhnrmundnn Conquest 
till the final annexation of Bengal by Akbar. 


ftot't mors. 


A. H. 

A. I>- 


599-602 

1202-1205 

M u 1 sa mmad -i -Baklitiyor Kh ulj i. 

002-005 

1205-1208 

} %&\n him Mu ha m u\n* 14 - Sts trii ti . 

605-00® 

1203-i I 

* A Iftucklin "AH ■ b MurdS el. 

IHW-24 

1211-20 

HdBaintiddlti—* Shivaatuldin ’Iwaz (struck: co \ns iu 
bij- own tmme)- 

024-27 

1220-211 

tfatfinidtlln Mahmud* (Seeoiid mn of the Emperor 
Iltamiah). 

027 

1229 

‘IzEud-Mulk VAliuiddm JilnT. 

627-31 

1239-33 

Siitfin hlTti Aibuk. 

Ml-42 

1233-44 

’JziiiddJu Tiiuhiil i Tu^hJln Khan. 

642-44 

1244-40 

Qatnnmddlii Tuimur Klizmd-Qirum 

044-HH?) 

1240-48(1) 

Ikhtiyflnicliltri Yitzbak-LTtighrU Khan — Miighls- 
mlilTiL htnit'k eoiiLK in hiw own immel. 

64647(1) 

1248-«6(f) 

An Ea 1 s i 1- Hiii|q war 1 -1 Jin M a^fti 1 SSi Hh ■) an T. 

667-59 

1358-00 

' (zzndrim Balbw-i-V r uahakf, 

859-64(1} 

1200-0.7(1} 

M si ham mail Antu'lfm Tatar Khiln. 
j Shor Khan. 

Uncertain ditfe-s 

( Am in Khan. 

077-82 

1278-83 

MiighiaiiddTn Tughril 


Su Ha ft* of Oif IffttiM ttf Bath fin. 

682-90 

1283-91 

(1) Nasbiiddin Bughni Khan; won of LbiyiLsudrifn 

Bn [bins of Delhi, (Xn roins in his name 
known). 

090-701 

1*91-1301 

f2} Ruknuddin KaikJiCis, aon of (I) | Lnkhnautl}. 

701-22 

1301-22 

(+1) Sisairssmdiltis Ftmx 2Shah + mu of (1) (Urkhimiitib 

707 cpr-9 

1307 or-9 

(4) JaUIufkifn MflbmM BhJhj son of (3} f Lakh mints). 

717-18 

1317-18 

(5) Shlhlhsidiliii Bughni Bhib r son of (B) ^ Lukhnumi) 
(eo ruler its Wmt Bengal). 

710-22 

1310-22 

p>) CSHh asufliim Bahadur Shrill. son of {\l\ (ro*fsiliT 
in Bengal). 

722-23 

1322-23 

Ghiyfeudiflh Bahadur Shah (all Bengal). 


[Reeonquest by Liiiyfiauddln Tughhq of Delhi.] 

724-211 1324-20 (7) NSstruddlii Ibrahim, son of (3), Sultan of Lakh* 

rmutf. 


ithiionts tl| 1 . VI It AM) iWXDIt. 
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725-28 


72 r .-38('} 

7SB.;lH 

72H-4INN 


739*50 

750-53 

740-4H(i) 


740-5H 

753-09 

758-02 

792-813 

814-15 


815-17 

817 


810-17 

818-10 

820-1 


821-2(1) 

$ 21-33 

835-40 


132.'.-2* 


1325-37(0 


1325 38 

1325-30(0 


1338-411 

1348-53 

1330-45(0 


1330 58 
1352-58 
I358-l.Nl 

1390-1410 

Mll-12 


((ii Mhiyfiauiidin Bahadur ShOh rwturvd (prohahly in 
East Bengal ; but after Ibrahim's death ruled 
over the whole of Bengal rill he revolted and 
wm daui by Muhammad Tughlaq) 

Bahrain {Talar) Khan* (Imperial Commissioner in 
East Bengal, und. after 028, Governor of 
SiuutygSonh 

(j itlur Klmn ((lovenuir of l-ukhmiut i), 

'lity.iidillii A'zam-I-Mulk (Governor of Natgaon), 


/Hlfe/if n iffIt f iV tlfl/t n » (>/ H nijiil, 

Kikhnnldin Mubarak Shiih ( Gant Bengal). 
I klit iy & ruddTn <3 hazf Shil h (East Bengal). 
'AliiinMin ‘AH Shfili (LftkhiwutT), 


11 mm tij U'j ft'- Sfi'th. 

Ml Shiinismldm Ilya* S!iuh (fnr the first l» year- as 
rival to 1 All Sllih in West Bengal). 

Kuler of the whole uf Bengal after the death of 
Ikhtiyaruddiin 

(21 Sikatnlar Bhali X, sou of (1). [Also struck coins 
at SHn&rguon in 758 A,H,J 

(3) (ShiyiisinJdiii A'V.nm Shull. son of {2j, 

(4) Saifuddin Hmuttuh Shah, aim of (31. 


1412-11 (i) Shihebnddin Biiyazld Shah. 

1414 (ii) Aliiuddin Flrilz -Slinh, son of (i). 


Itowsf Raja Rrinx [ftf 


1410-14 (1) Raja Kuiis (ns 'King-Maker’}, 

1415-10 (2) JalfdiiddTn Muhammad Shah, son of Kilja Kiln*. 

1417- 18 (1) Kflju Kiins deposes his son and nssutnes the 

ihmm* of Bengal under the title of Datinja 
.Man Id ana Devu ( 8q hi dates «>f coins. 1338 
and 1340), 

1418- 19(1) (3) Mahcndm Deva (Xtika 1340}: probably son «f (1), 

1418-31 (2) JalnluddmMuhammad Shah {restored}. 

1431-42 (4) Bliamsuddiii Ahmad Shwh, son of (2). 



190 


840-64 

864-70 

870-86 

886 

886-92 


892 

892-911 

895- 96 

896- 99 


899-925 
92590 
839 
999 44 


944-46 

946 


960-62 

962-69 

968-71 

971 


972 80 

980 

989-84 

964 

It. 8. Pr 


Mi:U('] l!S <► L l-.UH AND IMNUI’A, 


Home of Ilya it Shah — {restored), 

1442-59 (5) Nnsbuddin Mahmud Stn'ili I. descendant f>F i 1 

1459-74 (6} Riikuiiddlfi BUrbak Shah, son i>f (51. 

1474-81 (7) Sbamnuddfn Yusuf Shah, eon of (ti). 

1481 (8) Sikandar Shah II, son of (7). 

!4sI -80 (9) Jaliituddm Path Shill), son of (5), 

Ha/ishi Kira}*, 

I486 (11 Sultan ShiVkzkdi Birbak. 

1480-89 (2) Satfudtlln Uruz Shall. 

1489- 99 (3) Niatniddin MuhmiidShall El, sod of (2). 

1490- 93 (4) Sliamsmiilin Mtiaaffar Shah. 

House of Husain Shah. 

1493-1519 (I) ‘AlBoddm Husain Klitth. 

1519-32 (21 JJaairuddln Naamt Shah, non of ( 1 i. 

1532 (31 ‘Alauddfn Flru7. Shiih II, non of (2). 

1532-37 (4) tihiyflaiiddfn Mahmud Shah 111. son of (l h . 

Ditto (joint rule from 933 A,H. with 
Niisrttl Shrih). 


1537-39 Humuyun {Mughal Emperor}. 

1539 Conq nest of ShtxSbih- 

House of Muhammad Stir. 

1552-51 (I) Shams'id (I in Muhammad GhitxT Shiih. 

1554-60 (2) GhiyawuddTn Bahadur Shull, soil of (I), 

1569-03 (31 Gkiyumiddm JllIuI ShEth. eon of (I). 

1563 (4} Soil <>f filliyasuddln Jftlfil Shah (name unknown}, 


House of Sutainum Karamni. 



1564-72 (I) - Uaztuld-A' (4 Sulaiman Khan Komriinl 

(Lord of South Blhur, Bengal and Orison). 
1572 (2) Biiyiixid Shah, son of (1), 

1572-76 (31 Dft'iid ShSh. souof fl). 

1576 Final uanesidiou by Akbar. 

i«u-*s—iMU—l.oie 
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